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One of the approaches of literary criticism that, apart from looking at the effective
elements in literary writing, criticizes the format and external body of the works; The
school is formalism. The present research deals with the aesthetic analysis of some
selected quatrains of Iraj Zebardast, a contemporary Iranian poet, using the approach of
formalist criticism. Formalist criticism, as one of the most important approaches of
literary criticism in the 20th century, focuses on the structure and form of the literary
work and believes that the meaning and beauty of the work can be understood primarily
through its formal elements. In this research, first, the theoretical foundations of
formalist criticism are briefly explained; Then, by selecting some important quatrains
from the mentioned poet, a detailed analysis of their formal elements is done. These
elements include weight, rhyme, row, literary arrays such as (pun, metaphor, irony and
simile), syntactic structure, and how these elements relate to each other in creating
meaning and aesthetic effect. The results of this analysis show that in his quatrains,
Zebardast has skilfully used the formal capacities of this poetic form. The artistic use of
the weight and inner music of words, the use of pristine and non-repetitive rhymes, the
use of literary techniques in the service of meaning, and the creation of a link between
form and content are among the distinctive features of his quatrains. This research also
examines how the elements of form affect the transfer of concepts and themes intended
by the poet and shows how form and content are intermingled in Zebardast’s quatrains
and have formed a coherent and effective whole.
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Extended Abstract

One of the approaches of literary criticism that, apart from looking at the effective elements in
literary writing, criticizes the format and external body of the works; The school is formalism.
The present research deals with the aesthetic analysis of some selected quatrains of Iraj
Zebardast, a contemporary Iranian poet, using the approach of formalist criticism. Formalist
criticism, as one of the most important approaches of literary criticism in the 20th century,
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focuses on the structure and form of the literary work and believes that the meaning and beauty
of the work can be understood primarily through its formal elements. In this research, first, the
theoretical foundations of formalist criticism are briefly explained; Then, by selecting some
important quatrains from the mentioned poet, a detailed analysis of their formal elements is
done. These elements include weight, rhyme, row, literary arrays such as (pun, metaphor, irony
and simile), syntactic structure, and how these elements relate to each other in creating meaning
and aesthetic effect. The results of this analysis show that in his quatrains, Zebardast has
skilfully used the formal capacities of this poetic form. The artistic use of the weight and inner
music of words, the use of pristine and non-repetitive rhymes, the use of literary techniques in
the service of meaning, and the creation of a link between form and content are among the
distinctive features of his quatrains. This research also examines how the elements of form
affect the transfer of concepts and themes intended by the poet and shows how form and content
are intermingled in Zebardast’s quatrains and have formed a coherent and effective whole.

Goal: This research investigates how form elements affect the transfer of the poet's intended
concepts and themes and shows how form and content are intermingled in Zebardast’s quatrains
and have formed a coherent and effective whole. This article seeks to answer the question of
how formalistic elements in Zebardast’s quatrains help to create beauty and meaning. In this
regard, by examining topics such as rhyme, weight, imagery and semantic structure, we will try
to reach a comprehensive understanding of the aesthetics of Zebardast’s works and identify their
strengths and weaknesses. Finally, this research can add to the richness of contemporary Persian
literature and lay the foundation for more studies in different fields of poetry and literary
criticism.

Research method

In the present research, a multidimensional approach has been used for the purpose of aesthetic
analysis of a selection of Iraj Zebardast's quatrains based on formalist criticism. This approach
includes the following steps. The first step is choosing the text. In this way, at the beginning, a
number of Zebardast’s quatrains, which are important from a literary and aesthetic point of
view, were selected. This selection was based on criteria such as thematic diversity, linguistic
and structural richness, and emotional impact. The second step of the research is the formal
analysis of selected verses. At this stage, the structural and linguistic features of the texts were
examined. Among these features, rhyme, weight, imagery, and use of symbols can be
mentioned. The purpose of this analysis is to discover artistic patterns and modes of expression
that contribute to the aesthetic richness of quatrains. After the formal analysis of the quatrains,
the aesthetic analysis of the poems was done. In this section, the effect of aesthetic elements on
the feelings and thoughts of the reader was investigated.

Findings and conclusions

The aesthetic analysis of the quatrains of lIraj Zebardast with the approach of formalistic
criticism shows the depth and artistic richness of this poet's compositions. By examining the
structure of the language, the music of words and the use of literary images, it can be seen that
by mastering the poetic forms, he has created works that are not only rich in meaning, but have
also succeeded in creating harmony and special beauty in their external layers. In this analysis,
the emphasis on formal elements such as rhyme, weight and syntactic structure clearly shows
how Zebardast conveys his deep feelings and thoughts to the audience by using these elements.
Also, the use of original images and parables has led to the creation of a special atmosphere in
his quatrains that challenges the reader and prompts him to think and reflect. Examining the
linguistic structures, musical elements, and literary techniques used in these poems, showed that
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by mastering the form and content, Zebardast has been able to create a unique and impressive
poetic language. The formalist analysis allowed us to focus our attention on the linguistic
context and semantic structures of the text, and in this way, reach a deeper understanding of the
beauty hidden in his poetry. The use of various rhymes, purposeful repetitions, and vivid and
original images are all prominent features of Zebardast’s quatrains, which not only strengthen
the internal coherence of the text, but are also the manifestation of deep thoughts and human
emotions. Analyzing the technical and statistical details of these quatrains shows that 90% of
the selected quatrains have a coherent and harmonious structure between the elements of
weight, rhyme and language. This structural coherence, as one of the main characteristics of
formalist criticism in poetry, is clearly seen in Zebardast’s works. In terms of brevity and
compactness of meaning, 85% of the quatrains of Iraj Zebardast have been able to convey deep
and multi-layered concepts to the audience in a short and limited quatrain format. This shows
the poet's ability to use the shorthand capacities of this form. 55% of these quatrains specifically
focused on philosophical and mystical issues, which are more compatible with the brevity and
concise form of the quatrain. In the field of linguistic innovations, 75% of Zebardast’s quatrains
included the use of new combinations and novel images, which shows that the poet used the
form and structure of the quatrain as a platform for creating linguistic creations. These linguistic
innovations, especially in the area of metaphorical compounds and similes, have helped to
create new layers of meaning. Also, 65% of the quatrains examined had strong internal music,
created through the use of appropriate rhymes, phonetic fit, and the natural rhythm of the words.
This inner music is one of the main reasons for the impact of these poems on the audience. In
general, Zebardast in his quatrains, relying on the principles of formalism, especially by paying
attention to the form, language, and music of the word, Iraj has managed to create aesthetic
works that convey a deep and impressive meaning to the audience at the same time as brevity.
Finally, it can be said that the quatrains of Iraj Zebardast as an example of contemporary Persian
poetry can be considered and investigated not only in aesthetic dimensions, but also in social
and cultural dimensions. By creating a link between form and content, these works invite the
audience to think and meditate on life and existence. On the other hand, formalist criticism
allows us to examine the work without historical or biographical prejudices and, as a result,
reach a better understanding of the artistic and aesthetic values of these works. In general, the
quatrains of Iraj Zebardast have been able to find a special place in Persian literature not only as
examples of contemporary Iranian poetry, but also as independent and influential works of art.
These quatrains represent the poet's ability to create a deep connection between form and
content and can be used as a model for other poets and literary researchers. Therefore, the study
and analysis of these quatrains can greatly contribute to the richness of Persian literature and a
better understanding of contemporary poetic developments.
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