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Abstract

Characterization, as a narrative component, constitutes the art of portraying
characters in a way that renders them credible, evocative, and profoundly
impactful. This element emphasizes the exploration of the deeper dimensions
of characters and their interactions with various narrative components,
including plot, theme, and others, rather than merely delineating their
external characteristics or behaviors. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical methodology to investigate and evaluate the narrative element
present in the shared tales of Sanai’s Hadiqa and Attar’s Masnavis. The
objective is to discern the distinctions and similarities in the narratives as
they pertain to the character portrayal methodologies employed by these two
poets. The findings derived from this research indicate that the literary works
of the sage Sana’i and Sheikh Attar employ narratives and allegorical tales to
advance their ethical and philosophical aims, while simultaneously directing
the intellects of their audience towards metaphysical aspirations. The
principal and supporting characters frequently consist of no more than two
individuals, and at times, may be limited to a single person. The characters,
as determined by the roles they embody, frequently exhibit simplicity and a
degree of archetypal quality, lacking in complexity. Both poets have
employed a comparable approach while utilizing distinct methods of
characterization to depict their characters. Nevertheless, Attar has employed
behavioral and verbal actions, along with inner monologue, to a greater
extent than Sana’i. The static characterization of the fictitious figures is a
prevalent characteristic in the masnavis of Hadiqa and Attar, with the
exception of a limited number of narratives referenced within the text
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1. Introduction

In Iran, epic poetry and narrative poetry have a historical background that predates Islam. The
essential element of narrative poetry is its storytelling nature, creating a space where all other
elements are employed to enhance the story. Among narrative poems, didactic and instructive
poetry stand out, forming a significant portion of Persian classical literature.

The primary and foremost commitment of didactic and instructive poetry is to convey
knowledge in one of the domains of human thought. This knowledge must evoke enthusiasm
and pleasure in the audience to leave an impact. What makes didactic and instructive poetry
enjoyable for the reader is its integration with stories and tales.

Persian mystical poetry has an enduring and profound connection with Hakim Sanai, regarded
as the founder of Persian mystical storytelling in poetic form. Sanai employed tales to elucidate
mystical, moral, religious, and philosophical matters, serving as a starting point for later poets
such as Attar, Rumi, and others.

These mystical poets aimed to present profound and intricate mystical meanings, which were
often challenging and abstract, in the form of stories and tales that could be easily
comprehended by the general audience. Human nature, being naturally inclined to stories rather
than straightforward advice and counsel, played a role in this approach.

In Persian classical literature, tales with similar themes are prevalent, such as those found in
Sanai’s Hadigah and the masnavis (narrative poems) of Attar and Rumi. The present study
focuses on analyzing and comparing character development in shared tales from Sanai’s
Hadigah and Attar’s masnavis, aiming to identify similarities and differences in their
approaches to character depiction.

Methodology

This research is based on library studies and employs a descriptive-analytical approach.
Findings

In the comparative analysis of characters and character development in shared tales from

Sanai’s Hadigah and Attar’s masnavis, various outcomes regarding main and secondary
characters and characterization methods were observed. The tales were categorized, each
showcasing unique characteristics in terms of characters and their portrayal.
In tales such as The Lover of Baghdad and The Conference of the Birds, the main characters are
primarily described as either static or dynamic. Both works use direct descriptions from the
narrator. In Sanai’s Hadigah, male and female characters appear in various roles, a trend also
observed in Attar’s masnavis. However, Attar leans more on indirect descriptions and the
actions of the characters for characterization. These differences in portrayal are evident between
the two works.

In tales like Dhu’l-Nun and the Fire Worshipper and The Claimant of Love/The Sufi Lover,

characters often fall into static or dynamic categories. For instance, in The Claimant of Love,
characters are introduced through both direct narration and their actions. Historical characters
such as those in The Testament of Alexander and Omar and His Son are prominently presented
as static figures with historical and religious traits.
In The Donkey and the Bull and Hatam and His Wife’s Trust, indirect descriptions and
character actions are used for portrayal. In Sanai’s Hadiqah, beggars and historical figures are
characterized through their specific actions and dialogues, a trend similarly seen in Attar’s
works. However, Attar’s style and narrative approach add complexity and uniqueness to the
character portrayals.

In tales such as The Black Man and the Mirror and Abraham and Gabriel, the main
characters are often superhuman, like prophets and angels, who are depicted using direct
descriptions and dialogues. Their religious and celestial attributes are highlighted in these
stories.

Overall, the differences in character development between Sanai’s Hadiqah and Attar’s
masnavis arise not only from their different methods of description and the roles of characters
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but also from the unique nature of their narratives. While Sanai focuses more on direct
description and individual traits, Attar emphasizes actions and dialogues, giving his characters
more depth and diversity.

Conclusion

Sanai and Attar utilize the simple language of tales to make their profound mystical concepts
tangible and relatable for their audience. Both poets aim to convey their meanings as simply as
possible, using stories and tales as tools.

Among the examined tales, twelve are shared between Hadiqah and Attar’s masnavis,
though only four possess a distinct narrative capacity. These tales include The Lover/The Sufi
Lover, The Alawi Scholar and the Eunuch, The Muslim and the Fire Worshipper. Most stories
revolve around dialogues between two characters or question-and-answer formats, sometimes
left unanswered. A shared feature of both poets is their simplicity of language and brevity,
which is more evident in Attar’s tales. The limited number of characters is another
commonality, with most stories featuring no more than two characters, and any additional
characters are mentioned without significant behavioral or verbal actions. The characters are
simple and typical, mostly static, except in tales like The Lover of Baghdad, The Alawi Scholar
and the Eunuch, and The Muslim and the Fire Worshipper. In these, characters like the Fire
Worshipper undergo transformation through faith, such as their circumambulation of the Kaaba.
Both poets use direct and indirect methods for character depiction, with descriptions delivered
in a highly straightforward manner. The most elaborate characterization appears in Attar’s tale
The Sufi and Iblis. Indirect characterization often relies on verbal interactions. While Sanai’s
influence on Attar is evident, Attar surpasses Sanai in storytelling, offering more engaging and
captivating narratives overall.
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