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1. Introduction

This paper will attempt to critically analyze the novel "The Curse of the Earth" as a case study
using a synthesis of approaches such as historical sociology, cultural studies, and
communications. The basis of this critical and analytical approach is eco-criticism. These days,
the developing intellectual trend, including literary products, in political and social literature
locates the roots of eco-centrism and eco-criticism within the growing critical discourse towards
industrial civilization. It also investigates the reactions towards the industrialization process of
societies and its destructive effects in the last few decades. Therefore, we must identify the
politicization of such ideas in the changes during which environmental concerns grew
significantly and that the excessive exploitation of nature threatens human life. In any case,
extensive research and studies that have been carried out on the destructive effects of
greenhouse gases and nuclear poisoning, excessive garnering of natural resources, deforestation,
global warming, and ozone layer holes, all led to the conclusion that human dominance over
nature is an indefensible issue for humanity. This is where literary products took shape and tried
to address the novelists’ discontent towards environmental issues.

Here, a synthesis of the approaches from a) historical sociology, i.e., the effect of historical and
social mechanisms of the 1960s on the occurrence of land reforms, b) cultural studies, i.e., the
critique of urban-rural power relations by Al-Ahmad; and, c) social communication which deals
with production of the novel “The Curse of the Earth” as a medium, is offered to study this
novel critically. In recent years, ecological critique has fascinated literary scholars, researchers,
and environmental enthusiasts. Given its existing capacities and interdisciplinary nature, this
approach has opened its place in various scientific disciplines, including natural disciplines and
humanities. As a result, the environmental crisis and the need to address this issue have become
more prominent than ever.

2. Literature Review

According to Barry (2017 and 2013), citing Glotfelty and Fromm (1996), the critical approach
is simply the study of the relationship between literature and the natural world (see Sahu, 2014).
In the critical approach, what is of fundamental importance is the shift from a human-centered
perspective to a nature-centered perspective (Tosi¢, 2006). Some also believe that various views
and theories have been put forward about the origin of these views in texts related to the ideas of
the critical approach (eco-centrism or ecocriticism). That is why a range of ecologists insist that
eco-centrism should be traced back to the constant connection between humans and nature that
has existed since ancient times (Darakhshe, 2005:10).

Some scholars have commented on Jalal Al-Ahmad and his novel which was written in 1967.
He is one of the first generation of Iranian novelists, who deals with Iranian social issues with a
critical, bitter, and reckless style. Ranjbar (2013) argues that Al-Ahmad narrates social events,
the characteristics of the people, and their natural and social geography in such a way that in
many cases his stories and novels are considered valid social documents and historical evidence.

3. Materials and methods
This paper uses narrative analysis to reveal some hidden messages that the novel carries in the
form of literary codes, historical sociological phenomena, and power relations. The novel
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“Curse of the Earth” was produced in the same style as that of his previous novel titled “The

School’s Principal” (Al-Ahmad, 1958) is a realistic novel about the atmosphere of teaching in
an imaginary village in which the relationship between the teacher and the surrounding society
is narrated. Methodologically, units of observation include the expression styles of Ale-Ahmad.
Because "Curse of the Earth" is the story of a teacher who is dismissed from the school
administration for some reason and is forced to serve in the village. The teacher enters the
village as a fifth-grade teacher and goes through some adventures and events that happen to him

during his one-year life in the village as lives alongside the people. Sometimes he accompanies
the people in their daily events, and sometimes he simply observes the events from a distance
similar to an observer. Finally, after a year as a teacher, he leaves the village and the story
comes to an end.

4. Discussion and conclusion

In this novel, the author deals with the relationship between humans and the environment on
three main levels. First, the rural environment is contrasted with the urban environment. On
another level, the arrival of automobiles in the countryside and the consequences they have had
and continue to have on people's culture and attitudes are our second concern. Thirdly, the issue
of land reform, with a metaphorical function, informs about human interference in the natural
environment. This metaphorical use, as well as the novel's title, i.e., The Curse of the Earth,
provides a platform for ecological criticism, in which all human activities in the natural
environment can be scrutinized through a new lens. One of the major contributions of this paper
is the synthesis of approaches from historical sociology, cultural studies, and communication to
understand the temporal and historical context of the production of the novel. Without such
synthesis, we would not have understood why Al-Ahmad had come to identify the destruction
of nature in the 1960s. We would also not have understood that his work had used the
communicative mechanisms of the production of the novel’s media text to convey the concept
of the danger of destroying nature. We would also not have understood that a critical approach
to cultural studies had made him aware of the power relations between non-rural decision-
making systems for implementing land reforms in Iranian villages.

The paper has considered how a human-centered view of the environment can put human life
and, consequently, his culture of several thousand years on the verge of collapse and unbridled.
Reading the novel The Curse of the Earth from an ecological perspective has clarified many of
the dimensions and concerns of the author of this novel about the environment. Also, the
ecological approach with its basic concepts helped to reveal many neglected aspects of the text
and indicated that this approach to analysis was a plausible choice. It should be emphasized that
this novel can also be criticized with different approaches such as historical sociology and
discourse analysis. In this novel, human intervention in its natural environment is discussed in
three general concerns: 1- the contrasting relationship between the village and the city, 2- the
arrival of industrial products, and 3- land reform. The narrator of the story also allows the reader
to consider a concept such as land reform beyond an approved law by using metaphors and also
questions the nature of the tractor that knows no boundaries as an example of the multitude of
machines that have established their presence in human life today.

In this novel, the author uses different locations and, in a more general view, the setting of the
earth to plot his story and show how the environment shapes human communication and how its
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change affects the cultural and social aspects of humans. It also shows how "culture" is related

to the environment and humans. In other words, with human interference in the environment,
his culture also unconsciously changes. The novel also shows how the human-centered
discourse is gaining strength among the villagers. On the other hand, the novel introduces the
teacher as a human being who, beyond his administrative responsibilities, thinks about the pain
of today's humans and tries to guide humans out of misery. The teacher evokes that kind of
realism that implicitly denies the need for superhuman powers to correct our inappropriate
behavior towards the environment. This same human being, who sometimes makes mistakes,
can choose a path that is safer and will cause him less harm. It should be noted that although the
novel shows the teacher has balanced tendencies, he has not yet achieved stability in his actions,
and this in itself strengthens the realistic aspect of the story.
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