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ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze sectarianism as a molar structure in Aboutorab Khosravi’s
trilogy (Asfar-e Kateban), (Rud-e Ravi), and (Malakan-e ‘Adhab). Drawing on the
theories of Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, particularly concepts such as molar
structures in contrast to rhizomatic structures, it demonstrates that sectarianism in this
trilogy reproduces hierarchical, centralized, and static structures through mechanisms such
as the repression of desire, negation of multiplicity, blockage of lines of flight,
reterritorialization of deterritorializations, and the substitution of docile subjects for the
body without organs. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and critical reading of
the texts, this study argues that Khosravi, through complex narratives, not only exposes
the repressive and non-dynamic nature of sects but also, by condemning superstition and
dogmatism, represents the tension between molar structures (imposed order) and
molecular structures (the possibility of emancipation). Methodologically, this study relies
on narrative text analysis and an interdisciplinary approach to examine signs of
sectarianism within the layers of the story, characterization, and the ideological discourses
of the text. Data was collected through the extraction of themes related to mechanisms of
domination and their opposition to rhizomatic elements. The results indicate that
Khosravi’s trilogy functions as an anti-sectarian text that, by revealing mechanisms of
domination, invites readers to reflect on the dangers of fixed, closed collective identities.
By contrasting passive characters (molar subjects) with multidimensional characters
(molecular subjects), the text demonstrates how sects suppress any potential for change or
escape by controlling desire and restricting freedom. These findings not only contribute
to a deeper understanding of Khosravi’s trilogy but also hold relevance for contemporary
literary studies on the relationship between literature and ideological critique.
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1. Introduction

In his trilogy, Aboutorab Khosravi emphatically condemns sectarianism and superstition. The
primary narrators of all three works can be viewed as victims of sectarianism who, after
recounting events, become mirrors of admonition for humanity. Sectarianism refers to individuals'
tendency to join or remain in sects, rooted in psychological, social, and philosophical factors.
Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995), the French postmodern and post-structuralist philosopher, provides
unparalleled theoretical tools for analyzing complex structures in literature and art. His
philosophy, rejecting traditional dualisms, emphasizes fluid, multifaceted networks over fixed
hierarchies.

2. Methodology

Employing a descriptive-analytical method and critical textual reading, this research argues that
Khosravi, through intricate narratives, not only exposes the repressive and stagnant nature of sects
but also critiques superstition and dogmatism. He represents the tension between Molar
structures (imposed order) and Molecular structures (emancipatory potential). Relying on
narrative textual analysis and an interdisciplinary approach, this study examines signs of
sectarianism in the layers of fiction, characterization, and ideological discourse.

3. Theoretical Framework

Deleuze establishes a fundamental distinction between Molar and Molecular structures. From his
perspective, molarity manifests not only in macro-social structures (e.g., state, capitalism,
religious institutions) but also actively operates in micro-psychological and linguistic layers.
Molar structures—clear embodiments of arborescent thought—systematically suppress
liberatory forms:

e Desire is redefined by molar structures as lack (e.g., of love, wealth, power), whereas for
Deleuze, desire is a positive, productive force requiring no lack.

e Multiplicity implies individuals are not unified identities but evolving assemblages of
states and events. Molar structures imprison desire within restrictive molds by imposing
fixed identities (e.g., gender, class, social roles).

e Lines of Flight are pathways in a rhizomatic world enabling deterritorialization. They
escape rigid systems (social, political, psychological), facilitating transformation and
creativity.

e Becoming (deveniry—Deleuze’s key concept—denotes ceaseless change. Totalitarian
sects, as molar structures, neutralize this process through repression.

e Deterritorialization breaks fixed patterns; sects counter it with extreme
reterritorialization, confining all aspects of life.

e Body without Organs (BwO) is a presupposition for identity—a state of unstructured,
liberated desire. Molar structures dismember the BwO into controllable parts through
hierarchical divisions (e.g., functional organs).

4. Analysis

o InAsfar-e Kataban, the Jewish community is portrayed as a molar structure
(hierarchical/static) suppressing lines of flight and becoming through inflexible rituals.

e In Rud-e Ravi, the sect creates a disciplinary apparatus by publicly punishing dissenters,
curbing desire. Shaving Aghdas’ hair under the pretext of an assassination attempt not
only punishes her body but purges her gender identity—a negation of multiplicity
(multigenderedness) and symbolic violence framing femininity as "sin."

e The academic collaboration between Saeed Bashiri (Muslim) and Aghlima Ayubi
(Jewish) in Asfar-e Kataban exemplifies a Deleuzian rhizomatic network resisting
arborescent sectarianism. Yet, lines of flight ultimately lead nowhere.

e In Malakan-e ‘Adhab, the son ascends to his father’s sheikhdom throne but recognizes
the father’s death as a simulacrum designed to deceive followers, prompting his escape.

5. Conclusion

A Deleuzian analysis of Aboutorab Khosravi’s trilogy reveals sectarianism not merely as a socio-
religious phenomenon but as a repressive molar structure. Khosravi employs fluid, polyphonic
narratives to expose sectarian mechanisms—from suppressing individual desires to negating
multiplicity—through hierarchical, non-rhizomatic power relations.
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