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Abstract

One of the prominent features of committed literature is its reflection of
power relations and domination within the social context. In this regard,
Zan-e Ziadi (The Superfluous Woman) and Bacheh Mardom (Somebody
Else’s Child) by Jalal Al-e Ahmad, as texts depicting various aspects of
gender, economic, and social oppression, merit a hermeneutic analysis.
This study employs Fredric Jameson’s political hermeneutics to examine
how structural inequalities are represented in these two works. Jameson’s
theory, with its emphasis on the relationship between texts and ideological
structures, enables a critical reading of these stories.This research follows a
qualitative and comparative textual analysis. The primary objective is to
investigate the reproduction of social domination in these narratives and to
explain the role of cultural memory in sustaining female subjugation. The
findings indicate that in Zan-e Ziadi, patriarchal dominance leads to the
woman’s social exclusion and identity loss, whereas in Bacheh Mardom,
economic and capitalist structures commodify motherhood, stripping it of
its traditional meaning. Moreover, both stories, by incorporating
polyphonic and conflicting discourses, highlight tensions between tradition
and modernity and illustrate how cultural memory perpetuates the cycle of
female oppression. Thus, this study argues that Al-e Ahmad, through a
critical narrative, portrays women’s subjugation not as an individual
experience but as a product of historical and social structures.
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1. Introduction
Contemporary Iranian fiction, particularly from the latter half of the 14th century AH, has

served as a critical medium for reflecting social crises and structural inequalities. Writers such
as Sadeq Chubak, Bozorg Alavi, and Jalal Al-e Ahmad have vividly portrayed the lives of the
marginalized, the precarious status of women, and the deep-seated class and cultural divides
within Iranian society. Among them, Jalal Al-e Ahmad stands out for his unique blend of
colloquial language, bitter irony, and realist narrative, crafting works that not only mirror social
realities but also articulate his intellectual concerns regarding domination, injustice, and
institutionalized marginalization. His stories, notably The Surplus Woman and Other People’s
Child, exemplify this approach, focusing on women as silent subjects trapped within patriarchal,
traditional, and economic structures, often experiencing tragic and inescapable fates. This study
aims to explore how these two stories, through the lens of Fredric Jameson’s political
hermeneutics, reproduce and critique social and gender domination. The primary research
question is: How do The Surplus Woman and Other People’s Child reflect the mechanisms of
social and cultural domination over women? The objective is to analyze the representation of
gendered and social power dynamics, highlighting how cultural memory, historical suppression,
and the commodification of female identity in socio-economic systems reveal structural
inequalities. Additionally, the study seeks to uncover the impact of socio-economic
transformations on women’s destinies in these narratives.

2. Discussion and Analysis

The analysis employs a qualitative and comparative approach, grounded in Fredric Jameson’s
political hermeneutics, to examine how The Surplus Woman and Other People’s Child depict
structures of domination. In The Surplus Woman, the narrative centers on a divorced, isolated
woman lacking social agency and physical beauty, who, due to poverty and familial
vulnerability, enters an unsuccessful marriage only to be rejected as "surplus." Her lack of
voice, decision-making power, and ownership over her identity underscores her subjugation
within a patriarchal system. Similarly, Other People’s Child portrays a young mother forced to
abandon her child to preserve a second marriage, highlighting the intersection of economic and
social pressures. Both stories utilize first-person or limited omniscient narration, vivid
characterization, and realistic settings to connect individual female experiences to broader social
and historical contexts. Jameson’s framework enables a deeper exploration of the ideological,
historical, and social structures embedded in the texts, revealing how Al-e Ahmad’s narratives
reflect the contradictions of 1950s and 1960s Iran—a period marked by patriarchal dominance
and political instability. The stories expose how cultural memory perpetuates gendered
oppression, with women’s identities reduced to economic or instrumental roles within
traditional and modernizing frameworks. The concept of polyphony, as seen in the conflicting
discourses of traditional female subjugation and emerging resistance, further enriches the
analysis, illustrating ideological tensions within Iranian society.

3. Conclusion

The findings indicate that The Surplus Woman and Other People’s Child portray women’s
marginalization not as isolated incidents but as products of a broader social order. In The
Surplus Woman, gender domination is evident in the protagonist’s exclusion from familial and
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social structures, while Other People’s Child highlights economic and social domination,

particularly through the commodification of familial roles under capitalist influences. Both
stories critique the reduction of sacred roles, such as motherhood, to economic utilities,
reflecting the detrimental impact of socio-economic changes on human values. The narratives
also underscore the tension between traditional values and modernizing forces, which
exacerbates women’s challenges. Through polyphonic discourses, Al-e Ahmad captures the
ideological and class-based conflicts of his time, with women’s voices—though suppressed—
emerging as sites of resistance. Cultural memory, as depicted in both stories, reinforces
patriarchal norms, trapping women in cycles of exclusion and suppression. By portraying these
recurring fates, Al-e Ahmad not only narrates the past but also critiques its ongoing
reproduction, highlighting the enduring struggles of Iranian women within oppressive social
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