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Abstract

Coherence is a concept found in the sources of both Arabic and Persian
rhetoric. Usama ibn Munqidh first introduced this term in the 6th century,
defining it as improvisation and speech that avoids mannerism and
complexity. This essay applies the French theory of comparative
literature, emphasizing linguistic differences and historical connections,
to explore the conceptual process of coherence in Arabic rhetoric. It also
investigates the influence of Arabic rhetoric on Persian rhetoric and
examines the modern linguistic understanding of coherence in both
traditions. The research reveals that the concept of coherence evolved
over three main periods in Arabic rhetoric and Persian rhetoric, displayed
less innovation in interpreting and utilizing the term i.e. was more under
influence. With the introduction of the term coherence in its linguistic
concept, the traditional rhetorical sense of coherence became less
prevalent in Persian works. However, the modern concept of coherence,
synonymous with terms like consonance and Tafvif, has roots in both
Arabic and Persian rhetoric.
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1. Introduction
Coherence is one of the terms mentioned in the sources of Arabic and Persian rhetoric. Usama

ibn Mungqidh first introduced this term in the 6th century, defining it as improvisation and speech
that avoids mannerism and complexity. This essay applies the French theory of comparative
literature, emphasizing linguistic differences and historical connections, to explore the conceptual
process of coherence in Arabic rhetoric. It also investigates the influence of Arabic rhetoric on
Persian rhetoric and examines the modern linguistic understanding of coherence in both
traditions.

Consequently, the research method in this study is based on French theory. First, the two clear
principles of linguistic difference and the influence of Persian rhetoric from Arabic rhetoric are
considered as the basis of the research, and then we examine the historical development of
coherence in the important works of Arabic rhetoric and then Persian, and while presenting a new
periodization of coherence in Arabic and Persian rhetoric, we will explain the coherence
developments in Persian literature. In the meantime, we will compare the modern concept of
coherence with its traditional concept.

2. Research findings
The findings of this research indicate that the concepts and definitions related to the term

coherence in Arabic and Persian rhetoric can be examined under the French theory of comparative
literature; Because the two principles of linguistic difference between Persian and Arabic and the
influence of Persian rhetoric from Arabic are obvious. In this regard, we can divide the periods
of coherence in Arabic rhetoric into two periods: before and after Usama ibn Mungqidh. Before
Usama ibn Mungqidh, some of the definitions of coherence in the western and modern sense of it
can be seen under terms such as consonance and Tafvif and Jurjani's theory of order; But for the
first time, Usama ibn Mungqidh (1188) introduced this term into the knowledge of Arabic rhetoric
and used it in the concept of improvisation. The same concept is used for this term in the later
periods of Arabic rhetoric.

Also, terms such as consonance and Tafvif and theory of order entered Persian rhetoric from
Arabic rhetoric and were used in Persian rhetorical works in the same sense as Arabic rhetoric;
However, Shams Qeis Razi made the definitions of these terms more precise based on examples
of Persian poetry. But, with the introduction of the term coherence in the works of Persian
rhetoric, especially in the last century, we see the same definition of this term by Usama ibn
Mungqidh in these works. With the translation and application of the term "Ensejam" equivalent
to "coherence" in linguistics, we see that the term "coherence" loses its use in its rhetorical
definition and is used in the same linguistic definition.

Another important finding of this research is that there is basically no similarity between the
concept of coherence in the tradition of Arabic and Persian rhetoric with its modern and western
concept. In the western perspective, Ensejam is used as the equivalent of unity in the structure of
sentences and meaning, and adherence to it ultimately leads to the formation of a uniform, which
is the text. A unity that, by moving each element of the sentence, its continuity and meaning will
be lost, and what remains will be nothing but scattered and irrelevant sentences; But in Arabic
and later Persian literature and rhetoric, we are faced with a different concept from that of the
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western type. In these works, Ensejam is used in the concept of improvisation. In the meantime,

the concepts related to terms such as consonance and Tafvif and Jurjani's theory of order are close
to the concept of Ensejam in its western and modern meaning (coherence).

3. Conclusion

The results of the research show that the term Ensejam has gone through three main phases based
on the periods of Arabic rhetoric, and Persian rhetorical works in this field were more influenced
by Arabic, and we see less transformation and creativity in the description and processing of this
term. With the introduction of the term Ensejam in its linguistic concept (coherence), the term
Ensejam in its traditional rhetorical sense was less used in Persian rhetorical works; However, the
modern concept of coherence can be identified from the very beginning of Arabic and Persian
rhetoric under terms such as consonance and Tafvif.
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