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Abstract

Bahram Beyzai is one of the most prominent playwrights in contemporary Iranian dramatic
literature whose regeneration, innovation and creativity are evident in each of his plays.
One of his most celebrated plays is The One Thousand and First Night (2003). This play is
written in three acts or three episodes. The first episode inspired by the Shahnameh, the
story of Zahhak and the entirety of One Thousand and One Nights reconstructs a lost tale
from Iranian mythology. In the other two episodes One Thousand and One Nights serves as
the main source of inspiration for the author. Each episode of this play is independent from
the others, and each has its own distinct and unique plotline and characters. However, at the
same time, the three acts or episodes share thematic and structural similarities. What causes
this coherence are the recurring themes (motif) that internally link the independent episodes
of this play. A close reading and a deep semantic exploration of the work gives the reader
an insight into the recurring themes of the play's acts, termed as the motif in literary
criticism. In this essay, we aim to examine the motifs of this three -fold play in a
descriptive- analytical manner. Our objectives for this study is to detect and analyze these
motifs which includes Zahhak Mar-dush and its human manifestations, self-sacrifice(a
longing for death), female cunning, the controversy over the book of One Thousand and
One nights among the readers, and one character falling victim to an individual or the
system in each act that These motifs make the semantic and artistic unity of the play.
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1.Introduction

Bahram Beyzaee, a prominent Persian playwright, wrote the play The One Thousand and First Night
in three acts or episodes in 2003. The author first gives the reader a clue that there are commonalities
and overlaps in content among the episodes of this three-act play, and later, with a deeper study of
the work, one can further realize that there are many commonalities in content between these three
episodest this means that some themes are repeated in all three acts. In other words, there are several
motifs or themes between the acts of this play.

A motif is a recurring element in a work. «Motif, which in most Persian literary translations is
chosen as the equivalent of the main theme, main theme, and role of theme(naqsh maye), is one of
the important categories discussed in the field of thematic or the knowledge of thematic. In this area,
discussing motif, theme, subject, archetype, or prototype is a way to reach the level or levels of
thought and theory expressed in the text» (Taghavi & Dehghan, 1388:08). «in today's literary
criticism studies, motif and its function are one of the important topics in examining the quality of
this relationship» (Ibid, 8). In fact, «a suitable analytical strategy in literary criticism to identify
motifs and to specify their thematic interaction» (Shaffer, 2005:307). In stylistics, since every
repetition is of interest (stylistics is the study of repetition and frequencies), the role of motif as an
important recurring element in all literature, or in all the works of an individual, or in a specific
work, is of great importance. The study of important recurring elements in the literature of two
nations or two writers or two poets from two nations can also be a significant topic for comparative
literature (Taghavi& Dehghan, 1388:8). In the book of literary terms, Caden states: «Motif is one of
the dominant beliefs in any literary work and part of the meaning or main theme of the work. This
meaning may include a character, an image, or a recurring linguistic pattern» (Coddon, 2006: under
Motif).

In motif, a situation, event, image, or character is a type found in several different literary works; in
works such as folk tales or myths, any element that is masterfully used in its general theme is
considered a motif (Baldic, 1990: under Motif).it is necessary to mention one point about the
difference between subject, theme, and motif; the subject is a more general and subjective category
than the theme; theme is also more general, subjective, and often more concise than motif; such as
the time interval and the clock motif in dramatic works (Taghavii&Dehghan, 1388:8). Paying
attention to these premises indicates that this essay is an opportunity to answer the question what are
the important motifs of the play The One Thousand and First Nights by Bahram Beyzaie?

Literature Review

Research Several academic works, including books and articles, have examined Bahram Beyzai’s
dramatic oeuvre, though few have focused specifically on the motif structures in The One Thousand
and First Night. Two relevant studies include: The Image of Goddesses in the Narrative Works of
Bahram Beyzaie (Vahabi & Hosseini, 2016), which explores Beyzai’s nuanced representations of
female characters across various plays, including this one. A Rereading of the Role of Women in the
Three Episodes of Bahram Beyzai’s The One Thousand and First Night (Hassanli & Haghighi,
2010), which discusses the social and transformative power of women in Beyzai’s narratives.

While these studies contribute meaningfully to the discourse on gender in Beyzai’s works, they do
not directly engage with the concept of motifs. Indeed, motif analysis has received little attention in
the broader scholarship on Beyzai. This paper aims to fill that gap by focusing specifically on the
motifs in The OneThousand and First Night.
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Research Method

This article, using an analytical- descriptive method and relying on documentary- library studies, has
explored the extraction of motifs in the three episodes of the play The One Thousand and First
Night.

Conclusion

Bahram Beyzaie wrote the first episode of the play The One Thousand and First Night based on and
inspired by the story of Zahhak, Jamshid, and their daughters in the Shahnameh, as well as the
entirety of The One Thousand and One Night. Two other episodes were also written based on The
One Thousand and One Nights. In the first episode, from a narrative perspective, he has followed a
different path from the story of Zahhak in mythology and the Shahnameh, portraying active women
and Jamshidi as impenetrable to the devil. In the next two episodes, Beyzaee uses the book The One
Thousand and One Night as the basis for the characters’ movements regarding their support and
opposition to it. The difference is that the second episode is gloomy and the third episode is
optimistic. Although the three episodes of this play are independent of each other due to having
different and independent characters and separate stories, they have structural and thematic
similarities; that is, in each of these episodes, themes and stylistic features are repeated. In literary
criticism, these repetitions are called motifs. Recurring themes internally link the episodes of the
play together. These motifs were numerous, but due to space limitations, the most prominent motifs
of the play were discussed and examined; the most prominent motif of the play is the letter, Zahhak
Mar-dush and its human manifestations. The author's content goal is to say that myths never
disappear, they only change form. Another motif of this play is the female character self-sacrifice(a
longing for death) in all three episodes. The women in the play have no choice but to face death to
overcome problems and obstacles. Another motif of this play is the female cunning, but Beyzai has
given the play a benevolent flavor and color to the cunning women. Another motif is the controversy
over the book of The Thousand and One nights among the readers, which ends tragically in the
second episode, but in the third episode the outcome is favorable and optimistic. Another motif is the
sacrifice of one of the characters in each episode of the play. This victimized character is absent in
all three episodes and is introduced through the voices of other characters. The victim of the first
episode is Jamshid, a mythical king who has fallen victim to the power-hungry Zahhak Mardush.
That is, the victim is an individual, but the victims of the other two episodes, Pour Farrokhan and
Roshanak's mother, are the victims of the system.
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