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One of the controversial issues in contemporary Persian poetry is the formation
and spread of the postmodern poetry movement; a movement that has also formed
two extremely extreme and opposing positions in criticism; as opposed critics
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classical poetry and the result of the unwritten, immature, impressionable,
Received: imitative, translational and hasty behavior of the numerous young generation,
18, May, 2025 while the opposing group considers its emergence and spread to be in accordance
In Revised form: with the living environment of today's generation. In this essay, the author seeks to
10, August, 2025  answer the question of what cultural discourses in Iran are the result of postmodern
Iranian poetry, with a discursive approach and analytical method. And how do the
components of this type of poetry relate to the discourses that govern society? The
aim of this research is to show that although the impact of the global wave
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Here, believing in the principle that literature and poetry of any period are a
Keywords: reflection of social, political, and cultural factors and a significant part of the

litreture, poetry, dominant discourse of that period, it aims to explain, using discourse theory that
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postmodern postmodern poetry, which has components such as polyphony, pluralism, and
relativism, is a reflection of the cultural discourse of the society in which this
worldview has emerged, not mere imitation; because a subject of this importance
cannot be created mechanically and artificially through translation or mere
imitation.
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1. Introduction

In the second half of the 20th century, a movement emerged in the fields of art, philosophy,
politics, and literature in Western Europe, known as the Postmodernism movement. The most
important characteristic of this movement was its passionate and frantic attitude toward life,
alongside a relativistic view of the world, in contrast to the cold, rational, and mathematical
perspective of the Modernist era toward humans and society. The rapid growth of modernity in
the 20th century, coupled with issues such as: epistemological crises, relativism, social ruptures,
the collapse of the family structure, economic and environmental crises, world wars and mass
killings, nuclear crises, identity loss, alienation, and numerous other distressing concerns, led to
the emergence of a new wave in the Western world at the end of the second half of the 20th
century called "Postmodernism." This wave opposed the absolutism and rationalism of modern
human thought. Over several decades, this intellectual movement turned into a global trend,
sweeping across Europe and America, and, with the aid of technological revolutions, rapidly
influenced the entire world.

Iran, too, began encountering and being affected by this movement from the 1960s onward. One
of the areas influenced by this situation was Persian poetry. Therefore, this research aims to
explore, with a comparative approach, how Persian poetry in the postmodern era connects with
other political, social, and particularly cultural fields, to determine the extent to which this
poetic movement has been influenced by Western postmodern poetry and its discursive nature.
Comparative literature, due to its inherent nature, is a transnational and intercultural field,
providing an ideal ground for the creation, development, and expansion of intercultural relations
and interactions. With the help of comparative literature, we can reclaim literary forms specific
to certain cultures but not reflected in the languages and literatures of other cultures.

2. Research findings
The findings of this research show that the structure of postmodern poetry aligns with the

discourse that has prevailed in Iranian society over the past few decades. As a result, familiarity
with these discourses and the reasons for the emergence of this type of poetry provides key
insights and signs for reinterpreting innovative and forward-thinking poetry, through which we
can understand the essence of these poems. Therefore, the factors outlined in this study clearly
support our hypothesis that postmodern poetry, as both a result and a process, is significantly in
harmony with the various conditions of contemporary Iran. Although it is self-evident that, due
to extensive technological connections with the world, especially the West, it is inevitably
influenced by that atmosphere.

3. Conclusion

The result indicates that the structure of postmodern poetry is in line with the discourse that has
dominated Iranian society in recent decades, and as a result, familiarity with the discourses and
reasons for the creation of this type of poetry provides keys and signs for rereading innovative
and progressive poems, through which we can take a shortcut to the inner understanding ofthese
poems. Therefore, the factors stated in this essay well prove our assumption that postmodern
poetry as an outcome and process is, to a considerable extent, in harmony with the various
conditions of today's Iran. Although it is very obvious that due to the extensive technological
connection with the world, especially the Western world, it is also inevitably affected by that
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space. Undoubtedly, in recent centuries, Iran's political and economic relations with the world,
especially the West, are not comparable to those of previous centuries. This connection has
inevitably affected the cultural situation; But this does not mean that culture has entered from
the West in a package and the country's cultural situation has been merely passive and receptive;
rather, the entry of thought and cultural products in the face of domestic culture - which itself is
a plural culture - has undergone interactions that themselves determine part of the discursive
space. For example, this same poetry genre emerged in Iran in the 1940s, but since the
discursive space surrounding it was not the result of the natural process of growth and
development, it could not become a widespread trend and continue its life. The change in the
social and political situation and the consequent ideological approach caused it to fall into a
coma for several decades and again, by creating a suitable background, this time very different
from that decade, which was the result of transformative events; Because it was a fundamental
revolution, an eight-year war, a growing population, a vast young generation, and emerging
from these crises, and then the onslaught of technology, it rose and, within two decades, so
dominated the literary space that no literary critic had any choice but to see it and take it
seriously.
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where, where shall you listen /when all is become billboards, when, all,
even silence, is spray-gunned? /when even our bird, my roofs, / cannot be
heard(Olson.1978:34)
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