University of Tehran Prees

Journal of Literary Criticism and Rhetoric e

Online ISSN:2676 -7627

hetps:/jlcr.ut.ac.ir

An Examination of the Correspondence between Poetic Meter and the Modes of

Traditional Persian Music

Bijan Zahirinav!'®"'=', Mohammad Hasan Arjmandifar?

1. Corresponding Author, Department of Persian Language & Literature, Faculty of Literature & Human
Sciences, University Of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran. E-mail: zahirinav@uma.ac.ir

2. Department of Persian Language & Literature, Faculty of Literature & Human Sciences, Tehran University,
Tehran, Iran. E-mail: arj1353@gmail.com

Article Info

Article Type:
Research Araticle

Article History:

Received:
29, July, 2024

In Revised form:
18, August, 2025

Accepted:
3, September,
2025

Published
Online:

11, September,
2025

Keywords:
Ahang,Prosody
(‘Ariz),Poetic
Meter, Vocal
Radif, Traditional
Persian Singing,
Vocal Gushehs..

Abstract

The melodic modes (gushehs) of traditional Iranian vocal music have long
been performed in close association with Persian poetry, with meter as their
common foundation. Scholars have debated whether poetic meters derive
from vocal modes or vice versa.

This study, assuming a correspondence between poetic meter and the radif
of traditional Persian music, analyzes the meters of poems used by masters
such as Abdollah Davami, Mohammad-Reza Shajarian, Nouraddin Razavi-
Serestani, Mahmoud Karimi, and Esmaeil Mehrtash in their teaching of the
radif. Using the framework of She’r-Ahang, a new system of Persian
metrics based on syllabic duration, the frequency of poetic meters across
vocal gushehs was evaluated.

The results, confirmed through analysis of fifteen gushehs performed by
Shajarian in nearly fifty recordings, indicate that rhythmic gushehs employ
fixed and specific meters, while modal gushehs typically use fifteen-
syllable meters (seven long and eight short syllables), with slight variation.
Furthermore, the most frequent meters in the ghazals of Hafez, Sa‘di, and
Rumi were shown to align with those most often used in traditional vocal
music, suggesting both the deep connection of classical Persian poetry with
vocal art and the continuity of Iran’s vocal tradition since at least the
seventh century AH.
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1. Introduction

For centuries, Iranian vocal music has been performed on the foundation of Persian poetry. This
study investigates whether a correspondence exists between poetic meter and vocal gushehs and
how such alignment influences the choice of poetry in singing. Rhythm—meter in poetry and
rhythmic patterns in music—is the key element linking the two. Contrary to the common
assumption that any meter fits any gusheh, this research emphasizes the importance of metrical
compatibility, a factor often overlooked in performance practice.

Drawing on over 669 recordings by masters Abdollah Davami, Nouraddin Razavi-Serestani,
Esmaeil Mehrtash, Mahmoud Karimi, and Mohammad-Reza Shajarian, the analysis classifies
the selected poems according to bahr, meter, and temporal weight within the She’r-Ahang
framework. The aim is to propose a model for identifying which poetic meters are most suitable
for specific vocal gushehs.

2. Research findings

This study found that traditional Iranian vocal gushehs can be categorized into modal and
rhythmic groups based on their compatibility with poetic meter. Rhythmic gushehs are suited to
specific meters, whereas modal gushehs can be performed in a wider range of Persian poetic
meters. However, not all meters are appropriate; modal gushehs are best rendered in 15-syllable
meters with a temporal weight of 22, allowing a variation of up to three long syllables more or
less Furthermore, this study found that the most frequently used and most suitable Persian
poetic meters for vocal performance are the 15-syllable and 11-syllable meters..

3. Conclusion

Thus, the study confirms the hypothesis that rhythmic gushehs exhibit a complete
correspondence with the chosen poetic meter, while modal gushehs show a relative
correspondence within the 15-syllable meter range. The most frequently employed poetic meters
in the radif are the 15-syllable meters with temporal weight 22, followed by 11-syllable meters
with temporal weight 19.
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