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Article Info Abstract
Avrticle Type: Adaptation is one of the most important and prominent rhetorical devices in Persian
Research Article literature. Despite its frequent use in literary works, scholars of rhetoric have not paid
much attention to it, and after centuries since the emergence of rhetoric as a science,
(151-176) there is still no consensus regarding its definition, scope, application, and status. At
times, this has even led to confusion among rhetorical Devices and, consequently,
Receive Date: misled the audience. Based on this, the present study attempts to provide a more precise
06 August 2025 definition of this rhetorical device through the critique and analysis of the views of
rhetorical scholars, and to clarify the position and boundaries of adaptation. Therefore,
Revise Date: this article raises the following questions: 1.What is adaptation? 2. What is the
25 September 2025 difference between adaptation and other similar devices such as quotation,
incorporation, Aqd, and others? 3. Can adaptation be considered a form of plagiarism?
Accept Date: 4. What are the errors made by the authors of rhetorical works in citing examples of

09 February 2026

Published online:
03 July 2026

Keywords:

adaptation? To answer these questions, relevant materials on adaptation were collected
from thirty rhetorical sources and were compared and analyzed using a descriptive-
analytical method. The results of this study show that the disagreements among
rhetorical scholars about the limits and scope of adaptation have led to confusion
between adaptation and other rhetorical devices. This has, in turn, caused some
rhetoricians to misidentify the position of this device, consider it a form of plagiarism,
and make errors in citing its examples.
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1. Introduction
Since the early Islamic centuries, Arabic rhetoric has served as a principal source for the
development of Persian literary theory. Among its most prominent rhetorical devices is
Iqtibas—the direct incorporation of Qur’anic verses or Prophetic hadiths into a text without
explicit citation. Despite its long-standing presence in Persian poetry and prose, the definition,
conceptual boundaries, and rhetorical status of Iqtibas remain contested. Persian treatises, often
influenced by Arabic rhetoric, present overlapping descriptions that blur its distinction from
related devices such as tazmin, ‘aqd, and talmih. This study adopts an analytical—critical
approach to formulate a coherent definition of Iqtibas, clarify its relation to adjacent figures, and
reassess its position within the science of badi‘. The central research questions are:
1. What is the precise definition and scope of Iqtibas?
2. How can it be distinguished from related devices such as tazmin, ‘aqd, and talmih?
3. Under what conditions, if any, might Iqtibas be considered a form of literary theft, and
when should it be recognized as an independent rhetorical art?
4. What errors have classical and modern rhetoricians made in identifying or exemplifying Iqtibas?
5. How can Iqtibas be interpreted in light of Gérard Genette’s theory of transtextuality and
its various modes of intertextual relation?

2. Research findings
The analysis of classical and modern rhetorical sources produced several key findings:

1. Scope of Iqtibas — The study confirms that iqtibas is limited to the direct use of Qur’anic
verses or prophetic traditions. Attempts by some modern scholars to extend the concept to
borrowed poetic lines, scientific statements, or other quotations are inconsistent with the
majority of traditional definitions and should be excluded.

2. Distinctiveness from Related Devices — Clear structural and functional boundaries
separate iqtibas from similar figures:

‘Aqd allows the borrowing of any prose passage and permits extensive modification, while

iqtibas permits only minimal changes and forbids explicit acknowledgment of the sacred source.

Tadmin involves incorporating a poetic line by another author, which lies outside the scope of
iqtibas.

Talmih merely alludes to a sacred text without quoting it verbatim, whereas iqtibas requires
exact wording.

The subcategory known as darj (insertion) shows no substantive difference from iqtibas and
should be considered identical with it.

3. Literary Status — Because Qur’anic verses and prophetic sayings are public and sacred
texts, iqtibas cannot be considered literary theft. Instead, it should be recognized as an
independent rhetorical device within bad1".

4. Theoretical Implications — While Western notions of “adaptation” differ fundamentally
from the Persian understanding of iqtibas, Genette’s theory of transtextuality offers a valuable
framework for situating iqtibas within broader intertextual relationships and for examining its
contemporary applications.

3. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that iqtibas is an autonomous rhetorical art defined by the verbatim
incorporation of Qur’anic verses or prophetic traditions without explicit citation and with only
minimal textual alteration. By delineating its conceptual limits and clarifying its distinctions
from neighboring devices, the research resolves longstanding ambiguities in Persian rhetorical
theory. Furthermore, viewing iqtibas through the lens of intertextuality not only highlights its
deep roots in the Islamic literary tradition but also opens new avenues for analyzing sacred-text
borrowings in modern Persian literature.
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