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Literary criticism in Afghanistan two last decades, concurrent with the expansion of
literary and cultural activities, has witnessed a remarkable growth and proliferation of
sources, academic theses and journalistic criticism; nevertheless, this quantitative
expansion has failed to lead to the formation of a coherent, sustained and
methodologically grounded critical discourse and has instead resulted largely in the
accumulation of fragmented texts. The present article aims to identify and systematically
analyze the conceptual and structural deficiencies of literary criticism in Afghanistan by
examining the most significant domains in which theoretical weakness, methodological
inadequacy and linguistic divergence are clearly manifested and traceable. The research
adopts a descriptive—analytical method with a diagnostic approach grounded in conceptual
and structural analysis of critical texts (Criticism of poetry and story/novel). The findings
indicate that the crisis of literary criticism in Afghanistan stems primarily from the
misinterpretation of literary theories, their superficial or merely formulaic application, the
absence of a clear analytical language and the predominance of subjective judgment in
place of structured and reasoned analysis. Moreover, structural examination reveals that
deficiencies in systematic theoretical education, the prevalence of incomplete or inaccurate
translations, the absence of effective mechanisms for scholarly evaluation and the
dominance of taste-oriented approaches within the literary sphere have created conditions
for instability, fragmentation, and methodological discontinuity, while further intensifying
the persistence of this situation. These deficiencies operate in an interconnected, network-
like manner, placing literary criticism in a state of “epistemic deficiency” a condition in
which theory is not properly assimilated, methodology fails to become established and
criticism is prevented from fulfilling its role in the production of scholarly knowledge.
Overcoming this vicious cycle requires a fundamental reconstruction of theoretical
education, the strengthening of analytical methodology and the establishment of research
institutions equipped with academic journals and systematic systems of university-level
evaluation. Such reforms are essential for disciplinary coherence alone.
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1. Introduction

In the Last two decades, literary criticism in Afghanistan has expanded quantitatively due to the
growth of literary production, academic theses and journalistic criticism. Despite this expansion,
literary criticism of Afghanistan has not developed into a coherent, theory-driven and
methodologically stable discourse. A clear gap exists between the epistemological expectations
of literary criticism and its actual practice. This gap manifests in conceptual ambiguity,
methodological inconsistency, an unstable critical language and the dominance of
impressionistic or taste-based judgments. These symptoms indicate a deeper crisis in the
conceptual and structural foundations of literary criticism in Afghanistan.

2. Literature Review

Literary criticism in Afghanistan is limited, fragmented and largely lacks a coherent theoretical
and methodological framework. Early works, such as Qawim’s Collected Essays on Literary
Theory and Criticism (2011) and Mahmoud Jafari’s article “The Status of Literary Criticism in
Contemporary literature of Afghanistan” (2013) are mostly descriptive, highlighting issues like
taste-based judgment, superficial reading, and insufficient training. Yaqub Yasna’s Possible
Knowledges of the Text (2013) and Reading the Text (2014), and Yaman Hikmat’s
Encountering the Text (2014) emphasize the absence of theoretical grounding and the need for
epistemological reflection, while later works, including Emran Rateb’s Melancholy and Doubt
(2019) and Yasna’s Disenchanting Enlightenment: Against Simplification (2020), stress
methodological instability and the dominance of impressionistic readings. Overall, literary
criticism of Afghanistan remains conceptually and structurally underdeveloped. This study aims
to provide a systematic diagnostic analysis, offering a theoretical foundation for reconstructing
criticism as a knowledge-producing discipline.

3. Objectives

The main objective of this article is to identify and analyze the major conceptual and structural
deficiencies of contemporary literary criticism of Afghanistan. The study seeks to explain how
misinterpretations of literary theory, weak methodological practices and fragile institutional
structures interact to prevent criticism from functioning as a knowledge-producing discipline.
By distinguishing between conceptual and structural shortcomings, the research aims to clarify
the nature of the crisis and to outline preliminary directions for reconstructing critical discourse.

4. Methods and Theories

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology with a diagnostic approach based on
conceptual and structural analysis. The deficiencies identified in literary criticism of
Afghanistan are categorized into two interrelated domains: conceptual deficiencies, which
concern the understanding and application of literary theory and structural deficiencies, which
relate to education, translation practices, institutional evaluation and the organization of critical
discourse. Each domain is analyzed in terms of its characteristics, causes and consequences.

The theoretical components of this study draws on contemporary theories of literary
criticism that emphasize reading, textual structure, signification, discourse, context and
historicity. Based on this perspective, literary criticism gains validity only when interpretation is
grounded in a coherent conceptual framework and supported by textual evidence and analytical
reasoning. The study also engages with theories of critical methodology, which stress
transparency of argumentation, methodological coherence and evaluability of interpretation. In
addition, theories of literary institutions and knowledge production are employed to situate
criticism within academic, educational and cultural structures. Insights from reader-response
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theory and hermeneutics are used to clarify the role and limits of subjectivity in critical
interpretation.

5. Discussion and Findings

The findings indicate that one of the most serious conceptual problems in literary criticism of
Afghanistan is the superficial and formulaic use of literary theory. Theories are often
encountered through incomplete translations or secondary sources and are applied without
sufficient understanding of their philosophical foundations. As a result, theory functions either
as a rigid template imposed on texts or as a decorative vocabulary that obscures analysis.
Another major issue is the dominance of taste-based and impressionistic criticism, in which
personal response replaces methodologically accountable interpretation. Additionally, the
ideological instrumentalization of criticism reduces literary texts to political or social documents
and restricts textual plurality.

At the structural level, weak theoretical education, limited access to primary theoretical texts,
inadequate translations and the absence of academic evaluation mechanisms contribute to
methodological instability. These structural deficiencies reinforce conceptual misunderstandings
and perpetuate a cycle of weak critical practice. Together, these problems create a condition of
“epistemic absence” in which theory is not internalized, methodology is not stabilized and
criticism fails to produce cumulative knowledge.

6. Conclusion

The article concludes that the crisis of literary criticism in Afghanistan results from an
interconnected network of conceptual and structural deficiencies rather than isolated failures.
Addressing this crisis requires reconstructing theoretical education, strengthening analytical
methodology and establishing institutional mechanisms for academic evaluation. Only through
the integration of theory, method and institutional support can literary criticism of Afghanistan
develop into a coherent, evaluable and knowledge-producing critical discourse.
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