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This article employs an analytical-comparative method to examine the extensive
appropriation of Ahmad Sam‘ani’s Rawh al-Arwah fi Sharh Asma’ al-Malik al-
Fattah from Maybudt’s Kashf al-Asrar wa ‘Uddat al-Abrar. Although the two works
were composed within the same decade (520-529 AH), numerous textual
correspondences—extending to verbatim repetition of phrases and sentences—are
observed. By collecting a large body of evidence, the study classifies and analyzes
various types of appropriation in Rawj al-Arwah from Kashf al-Asrar, including
“verbatim,” ‘“amplificatory,” “abbreviatory,” “transpositional,” and ‘“composite”
adaptations. Taking into account criteria such as the earlier date of Kashf al-Asrar, its
significantly larger volume, the stylistic affiliation of both works with a mode of
rhymed, literary exegesis, and the unlikelihood that scribal intervention alone accounts
for these commonalities, the preliminary conclusion strongly suggests that Ahmad
Sam ‘ani extensively appropriated material from Maybudi’s work in composing his own.
This study exemplifies the complexity of intertextual relations and the methods of
textual re-creation within the tradition of Persian mystical prose. The collected evidence
shows that many passages in Raw# al-4rwah were taken from Kashf al-Asrar verbatim
or with slight modifications, and that the amplificatory and composite adaptations
resulted in a creative recasting. The research also refutes the view of a few scholars who
have proposed the opposite direction of borrowing, and, on the basis of historical and
codicological data, it establishes the one-way nature of the appropriation. The sheer
extent of both overt and covert borrowing calls into question the boundary between
literary influence and plagiarism, and underscores the need to reassess the originality of
works within the mystical tradition.
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1. Introduction

The Persian mystical prose of the sixth/twelfth century stands as one of the richest periods of
Islamic literary culture, producing masterpieces that blend Qur’anic exegesis, Sufi doctrine, and
ornate rhymed prose. Among these, two works have attracted particular attention for their stylistic
brilliance and spiritual depth: Kashf al-Asrar wa ‘Uddat al-Abrar (The Unveiling of Secrets and
the Provision of the Pious) by Rashid al-Din Maybudi, and Rawh al-Arwah fi Sharh Asma’ al-
Malik al-Fattah (The Repose of Spirits in the Commentary on the Names of the King, the Opener)
by Ahmad Sam‘ani. Both works were composed within a single decade (520-529 AH / 1126—
1135 CE), and both belong to the literary tradition of the school of Herat, characterized by a
heightened, musical style of didactic and mystical exposition. A close comparative reading,
however, reveals a phenomenon that has not yet been fully accounted for: an enormous number of
parallel passages, ranging from single phrases to lengthy paragraphs, are virtually identical or
display only minor variations across the two texts. The sheer extent of this textual overlap—far
exceeding what can be explained by common sources or mere stylistic affinity—raises the
fundamental question of the direction and nature of the literary relationship between these two
works. This article sets out to determine which author is the source and which is the borrower, and
to analyze the mechanisms through which this borrowing was carried out.

2. Literature Review

Prior scholarship on these two works has largely developed along separate tracks.
Maybudi’s Kashf al-4srar has been the subject of numerous studies concerning its sources, its
tripartite structure (literal translation, exegesis, and mystical allegorization), and its connection to
the teachings of the enigmatic “Pir-e Hari” (the Elder of Herat), whom ShafiT Kadkani has
conclusively identified as a figure distinct from Khwajah ‘Abdullah Ansari. Sam‘ani’s Rawh al-
Arwah, meanwhile, has been edited and analyzed primarily for its own doctrinal content and its
place within the Sam‘ani family’s scholarly output. However, a handful of studies have ventured
into a direct comparison of the two texts. Notably, Mahdavi, Balii, and Miisavi Sangdehi, in a pair
of articles (1399 and 1400 Sh./2020-2021), applied Genette’s theory of transtextuality to shared
narratives in the two works and concluded that Raw# al-4rwah was the hypotext and Kashf al-
Asrar the hypertext—in other words, that Maybudi borrowed from Sam‘ani. Similarly, Najjar
Nubart and her colleagues (1402 Sh./2023) argued in a comparative stylistic study that Maybudi
was influenced by Sam‘ani. The present study fundamentally rejects these conclusions. It
demonstrates, through an array of textual, historical, and codicological evidence, that the direction
of borrowing is precisely the opposite: Sam‘ani appropriated extensively from Maybudi. In doing
so, it not only corrects the scholarly record but also contributes to a more nuanced understanding
of intertextual practices in classical Persian Sufi literature.

3. Materials and Methods
The present study adopts an analytical-comparative method, based on a thorough collation of the
two printed texts: Maybudi’s Kashf al-Asrar(ed. ‘Ali Asghar Hikmat, 1371 Sh.) and
Sam‘ant’s Rawh al-Arwah (ed. Najib Mayil Haravi, 1384 Sh.). A large corpus of parallel passages
was compiled, and the variants were systematically categorized into five types of appropriation:
1. Verbatim appropriation: the exact replication of a passage without any change.
2. Amplificatory appropriation: the borrowing of a passage with the addition of new
phrases, sentences, or Quranic citations.
3. Abbreviatory appropriation: the borrowing of a passage with the deletion of certain elements.
4. Transpositional appropriation: the borrowing of a passage in which words, phrases, or
sentences are rearranged.
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5. Composite appropriation: a combination of the above types, often involving both

additions and deletions alongside minor lexical changes.

To determine the direction of borrowing, the study relies on several converging criteria. First,
the historical record firmly establishes the priority of Kashf al-4srar: Maybudi began his work in
520 AH, while Sam‘ani completed his in 529 AH. Second, the sheer disparity in volume is
telling—Raw? al-4rwah is less than one-tenth the length of Kashf al-Asrar—making it far more
probable that the smaller text excerpts from the larger one than the reverse. Third, stylistic analysis
reveals that Maybudi is consistently explicit about his method and his debt to the concise tafsir of
Pir-e Hari, which he deliberately expanded with his own literary artistry. Sam‘ani, by contrast,
provides no such transparent framework and, crucially, has a documented history of unattributed
borrowing, as evidenced by his verbatim lifting of a passage on the Prophet’s ascension from
Bukhari’s Sharf al-Ta ‘arruf without any acknowledgment. Fourth, the possibility of later scribal
interpolation was examined. While the manuscript tradition of Raw# al-4rwah is indeed marked
by a period of misattribution and textual confusion, the seamlessness with which the borrowed
passages are integrated into the fabric of Sam‘ani’s argument—jpreserving thematic coherence and
stylistic flow—suggests authorial agency rather than the clumsy insertion of a copyist. The
historical tendency of scribes to introduce corruption rather than skillful, creative synthesis further
weakens the likelihood of large-scale scribal intervention.

4. Discussions and Conclusion

The analysis of the gathered evidence leaves little room for doubt: Rawk al-Arwah is, to a
remarkable extent, a creative reworking of material taken from Kashf al-4srar. The
appropriations are not merely incidental echoes but constitute a foundational compositional
technique. Entire rhetorical periods, polished similes, chains of invocation, and even extended
mystical allegories reappear in Sam‘ani’s text, often with only superficial adjustments. The
amplificatory and composite types, in particular, show that Sam‘ani did not simply copy but
actively re-created his source by weaving in new Quranic verses, hadith references, and his own
rhetorical flourishes. Yet this creative impulse is shadowed by a conspicuous failure to credit his
source. A telling example is Sam‘an1’s treatment of a passage that Maybudi faithfully attributes
to “Pir-e Tariqat”; in Rawh al-Arwah, the attribution is reduced to a vague “such as they say,”
effectively erasing the chain of transmission and claiming the insight as his own.

This conclusion stands in stark opposition to the earlier studies that posited Maybudi as the
borrower. Those arguments, advanced primarily by Mahdavi, Bala, Masavi Sangdehi, and
Najjar Nubari, are undercut by the weight of historical chronology, the comparative volume of
the texts, and the clear evidence of Sam'ani’s patterns of unattributed quotation elsewhere. The
present article demonstrates that a superficial application of intertextual theory, without rigorous
philological and chronological groundwork, can lead to entirely inverted conclusions.

From a broader perspective, the case of Kashf al-Asrar and Rawh al-Arwah illuminates the
complex nature of textual production in the Persian mystical tradition. It shows that the boundary
between creative adaptation (igtibas) and literary appropriation (intizal) could be fluid and
problematic. While Sam‘ant’s amplificatory technique and stylistic reworking reveal a genuine
literary talent, his systematic omission of any acknowledgment of his source pushes his practice
into the gray zone of literary ethics. The study thus calls for a more sensitive, evidence-based
approach to the study of intertextuality in classical Islamic texts—one that combines the tools of
literary theory with the meticulous methods of textual criticism. Ultimately, the article affirms
that Kashf al-4srar is the primary text and that the textual borrowings flow in a single, extensive
current from Maybudi to Sam‘ani, offering a compelling case study in the politics of authorship,
the mechanisms of textual transmission, and the re-creation of mystical prose in pre-modern Iran.
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