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This article undertakes a comparative narratological analysis of al-Hariri’s Dinariyah
Magqgamah and Sa‘di’s “The Dispute between Sa‘di and the Claimant” in the Golestan to
explore how Sa‘d1 transforms the internally contradictory unity of Abu Zayd al-Sariiji
into an external confrontation of two voices. The paradox that in al-HartiT’s text remains
confined within a single persona—between the claim of ascetic poverty and the impulse
toward wealth—is recast by Sa‘d1 as an intellectual dialogue between two autonomous
speakers. Each of these voices embodies an independent logic and worldview, and
neither holds absolute moral authority; meaning emerges from their argumentative
tension, resembling the Bakhtinian concept of polyphony. The research employs a
descriptive—analytical and comparative method based on discourse and irony analysis.
Findings indicate that Sa‘di externalizes the inner contradiction of the maqamabh,
converting its monologic structure into a dialogic one in which irony moves from
narrative texture to direct speech, and the narrator evolves from a passive observer into
an active moral participant. Furthermore, the expressive tendencies of Persian—its
preference for clarity, conciseness, and practical wisdom—facilitate this transformation
by aligning rhetorical form with ethical intent. As a result, Sa‘di redefines the magamah
tradition through a new model of moral narration founded on the interplay of voices and
the equilibrium of reasoning.
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Introduction

The magamah genre, developed in the late fourth century Hijri by Badi al-Zaman al-Hamadani,
became one of the most influential narrative forms in Arabic literature. Although its Arabic
origins are well known, its influence on Persian prose remains underexplored, particularly in the
domain of structural dynamism and character development. Among the few studies that have
examined the Persian adaptation of this genre, comparative analyses of the magamah tradition
are still limited in scope. This study focuses on a specific case: the Dinariyah Magamah of al-
Harir1 and Sa‘dr’s “The Dispute between Sa‘di and the Claimant” (Bab VIII of the Golestan).
The central research question is how Sa‘di reinterprets the internally contradictory persona of
Abii Zayd al-Sartji—simultaneously ascetic and avaricious—by transforming it into an external
intellectual dialogue between two independent voices. This transformation not only externalizes
the paradox but also shifts the narrator from a passive observer to an active participant in moral
reasoning. By examining this structural shift through discourse analysis and narratological tools,
the article argues that Sa‘dr does not merely imitate the magamah tradition but innovates a new
model of moral narration grounded in polyphony and practical wisdom.

Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical, and comparative approach grounded in
narratology, discourse analysis, and irony theory. The primary data consist of the full texts of al-
Hartrm’s Dinariyah Magamah and Sa‘di’s relevant chapter in the Golestan. These texts were
selected because they share the same thematic nucleus (the debate over wealth, poverty, and
human motivation) while representing contrasting structural and characterological strategies.
Analysis proceeds in four interrelated stages: (1) identification of the inner contradiction in al-
HarrT’s monologic persona; (2) tracing how Sa‘di externalizes this contradiction into two
autonomous, logically self-contained voices; (3) examination of the narrator’s evolving role
from silent witness to engaged moral agent; and (4) investigation of how the qadi’s final
judgment transforms personal contradiction into a universal ethical principle. Secondary
sources, including works on Bakhtinian polyphony, Persian narrative theory, and Sa‘'di’s
stylistic preferences, provide theoretical support. The comparative method allows us to highlight
not only similarities but also the fundamental innovations that distinguish Sa‘d1’s version as a
creative redefinition of the magamah genre.

Results and Discussion

The comparative analysis reveals that Sa‘d1’s innovation operates at four complementary levels.
First, he externalizes the inner contradiction that in al-Harir’s text remains locked within a
single persona. In the Dinariyah, Abu Zayd is simultaneously ascetic and avaricious; he offers a
hypocritical sermon on poverty while secretly craving wealth. Sa‘di resolves this paradox by
splitting the persona into two independent characters: the narrator Sa‘'di, who embodies
interpretive insight and moral clarity, and the claimant, who represents raw resentment,
experiential logic, and the hidden greed of the wealthy. Each voice maintains a coherent, self-
justifying logic—the claimant’s experiential accusation and the narrator’s interpretive counter-
accusation—creating a tension that generates meaning through argumentative confrontation
rather than authorial authority.

Second, the structure shifts from monologic to polyphonic. In al-HariT's magamah, the
narrator (Harith ibn Hammam) is largely silent, functioning as a neutral backdrop that merely
enables the performer’s display of eloquence. Sa‘di, by contrast, transforms the narrator into a
fully engaged participant who voices his own position, debates the opponent, and ultimately
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appeals to the gadi. This deploys the narrator as a “voice” rather than a mere frame, turning the
entire narrative into a genuine dialogic arena.

Third, the role of the narrator undergoes a profound transformation. In the traditional
magdamah, the narrator is an “aesthetic spectator” who delights in the show without moral
involvement. In Sa“d1’s tale, the narrator is both participant and judge. His active engagement—
detailing his own experience, exposing the claimant’s contradictions, and calling for justice—
imbues the story with genuine moral energy. This shift aligns with Persian literary tendencies
toward clarity and practical wisdom, making abstract ethical tension immediately accessible to
the reader.

Fourth, the personal contradiction is elevated to a universal ethical judgment. In al-Harir1’s
text, the story ends with the performer’s triumph and the audience’s delight; no ultimate moral
authority resolves the paradox. In Sa‘dr’s version, the qadi intervenes with the authoritative
pronouncement: “the righteous and the righteous are the wealthy, and the righteous and the
righteous are the poor.” This single sentence transforms the magamah’s playful display of
eloquence into a serious moral arbitration, demonstrating that true value resides not in poverty
or wealth per se, but in “righteousness and righteousness.”

These four stages—externalization of contradiction, polyphonic structure, narrator’s active
role, and universal judgment—form a cohesive chain that not only distinguishes Sa‘di’s
narrative from the Arabic magamah but also establishes a new ethical model of storytelling in
Persian literature.

Conclusion

Sa‘dr’s “The Dispute between Sa‘dt and the Claimant” represents a genuine reformulation of the
magdamah tradition rather than a simple translation or imitation. By externalizing the internal
contradiction of the traditional persona, creating a polyphonic structure, transforming the
narrator into an active moral participant, and elevating personal tension to a universal ethical
judgment, Sa‘di redefines the genre through a new paradigm centered on the interplay of voices
and the equilibrium of reasoning. This innovation is deeply rooted in the linguistic and cultural
specificities of Persian, where the language’s natural preference for simplicity, conciseness, and
practical wisdom provides the ideal medium for dialogic moral narration.

In broader terms, Sa‘di’s model surpasses the aesthetic pleasure of the traditional magamah
and establishes a distinct tradition of moral storytelling that remains influential in Persian
literary history. The new paradigm, founded on polyphony, active narration, and reasoned
judgment, continues to serve as a model for ethical fiction in Persian literature, demonstrating
how a great writer can transform an inherited genre into a powerful instrument of moral
education and social reflection. This study thus contributes not only to the understanding of
comparative Persian-Arabic narrative traditions but also to the appreciation of Sa‘'di’s profound
contribution to the evolution of Persian literary art.
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