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Home in The Long Night (1349 SH) by Jamal Mirsadeghi (b. 1312 SH) contributes to
the formation of narrative space, the identities of the characters, and Kamal's
development. Adopting a descriptive and analytical approach within interdisciplinary
literary criticism, this study examines the concepts of home and dwelling in the novel
through the thought of Christian Norberg-Schulz (1926-2000). Research material was
collected from the novel and library sources. Passages concerning the room, window,
courtyard, courtyard pool, rooftop, garden, and swimming pool were analyzed with
reference to genius loci (the spirit of place), dwelling, identification, centrality, and the
romantic character of place. The findings indicate that the social differences between
Kamal's family home and Manouchehr's house correspond to two distinct forms of the
lived experience of place. The family home serves as a shelter, a repository of family
memory, and a source of security; paternal authority and the pressures of tradition also
give it a restrictive dimension. Kamal's relationship with this home is therefore
ambivalent and changes over the course of the narrative. With its garden, light, trees,
and swimming pool, Manouchehr's house approximates the romantic spirit of place and
offers Kamal an appealing and open environment. These qualities, however, do not
produce a lasting sense of belonging. The narrative analysis shows that changes in
Kamal's emotional state are reflected in his perception and description of place, while
place also affects his feelings of security and anxiety and his decisions. In this reading,
Norberg-Schulz's theory serves as an interpretive tool for revealing the literary and
semantic functions of place in a Persian novel.
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1. Introduction

In addition to the arguments, sentences may have non-argument phrase of various kinds. The
vocative phrase is one such phrase, which has not received much attention in the Persian
linguistic literature. The vocative phrase, contrary to DP arguments, is not included in the
argument structure of predicates. The vocative refers to the addressee of the sentence. Although
the vocative form is one of the earliest structures the children acquire, it has been rarely studied
syntactically. We will claim that the vocative is a syntactic object and should be part of the
grammar. Therefore, it can be analyzed, as a constituent, like the other parts of the sentence. To
do this, first it must identified as a syntactic phrase, namely, the vocative phrase. The structure
of this phrase, its feature composition and the position it occupies in the clause are among the
questions that we tackle in the article. That the vocative phrase is not an argument of the verb
seems to be why it has not received that attention it deserves in the linguistic literature.
However, it is a phrase with a high frequency in everyday use of the language with interesting
morpho-syntactic features. The phrase has several patterns; it can be realized as a common or
proper noun, with or without an adjective. It can also be a pronoun.

The main question is how “home” in The Long Night changes from a material setting into an
active component of narrative meaning. The study asks which aspects of Norberg-Schulz’s
concepts of dwelling and genius loci illuminate the two principal houses in the novel and how
the relation between inhabitants and domestic space is represented. It also considers whether the
contrast between Kamal’s paternal home and Manouchehr’s house produces a simple opposition
between tradition and modernity or a more complex pattern of attachment, pressure, attraction,
estrangement, and belonging. Particular attention is given to the ways in which space
contributes to characterization and to Kamal’s unstable sense of identity.

Norberg-Schulz developed his account of place within the context of modern architecture
while moving beyond a purely functional or abstract conception of space. Drawing on
phenomenology, he treated place as a concrete and meaningful totality formed through material
features, natural elements, boundaries, centers, paths, light, and human presence. In Genius
Loci, a place has a specific character that enables human beings to orient themselves and
identify with their environment. Dwelling, accordingly, is more than occupying a shelter; it
depends on a meaningful relation between the person and the world. These concepts are useful
for literary analysis because fictional spaces also gain significance through perception, memory,
action, and language. In a limited supporting role, the study also draws on Gaston Bachelard’s
account of the house as a site of memory, intimacy, and imagination and on Robert T. Tally Jr.’s
discussion of spatiality in literary studies.

2. Literature Review

Based on existing sources and research, no works have yet been published examining the
concept of "home" in Mir-Sadeghi’s novel *Derazna-ye Shab* (The Long Stretch of Night)
through the lens of Norberg-Schulz’s modernist perspective.

3. Materials and Methods

The research is descriptive-analytical and qualitative and is situated within interdisciplinary
literary criticism. The primary source is the text of The Long Night, supplemented by library-
based theoretical and critical studies. The novel was read closely to identify passages in which
domestic spaces are associated with action, perception, or emotional change. These include
descriptions of Kamal’s room, window, courtyard, pool, rooftop, the family’s shared rooms, and
the garden and swimming pool of Manouchehr’s house. The selected evidence was interpreted
in relation to Norberg-Schulz’s concepts of dwelling, identity, orientation, center, character, and
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romantic place. Each example is considered in its narrative context to determine what it
contributes to characterization, atmosphere, conflict, and the development of Kamal’s
consciousness.

4. Discussions and conclusion
The findings show that the novel is organized around two major domestic spaces that offer
Kamal different modes of experience. His paternal home contains recognizable features of the
traditional Iranian house: a courtyard, pool, several rooms, vegetation, and a private room
whose window opens toward the outside. Kamal’s room is especially important because it
functions as a refuge from paternal authority and household pressure. The window, birds,
morning air, and garden view allow this private space to become a point of contact between
enclosure and openness. In this respect, the home provides familiarity and orientation associated
with dwelling. Yet the same house is marked by paternal authority, religious discipline, fear,
and emotional pressure. Kamal therefore does not experience it as an uncomplicated haven. Its
meaning changes with his emotional condition and his position within the family, and this
ambivalence is central to the novel’s representation of home

Manouchehr’s house creates a different spatial and emotional atmosphere. Its garden,
flowers, trees, bright light, and swimming pool suggest openness, vitality, pleasure, and visual
attraction. These qualities are close to Norberg-Schulz’s description of the romantic character of
place. For Kamal, entering this house also means encountering a different social order. The
house becomes associated with friendship, sociability, and freedom from the strict codes of his
paternal environment. The swimming pool functions as a spatial center, gathering light, water,
reflection, and social activity into a memorable image. Nevertheless, the novel does not simply
replace the traditional home with the modern or affluent house as a superior alternative. Kamal
is fascinated by Manouchehr’s world, but fascination does not become lasting identification. He
gradually realizes that he does not fully belong there either. The contrast between the two
houses therefore intensifies his crisis rather than resolving it

A further finding concerns the reciprocal relation between character and place. The
environment is often filtered through Kamal’s changing emotional state. When he feels secure,
the room, courtyard, garden, light, and air are described with calmness and freshness; when he
is disturbed, the spatial world can appear oppressive, dark, damaged, or unstable. The changing
colors of the ground after he leaves home, the image of houses “asleep,” the wet and broken
stairs, and the contrast between a quiet moonlit courtyard and Kamal’s restless movement show
that spatial description is closely tied to focalization and mood. At the same time, space acts
back upon the character: the room calms him, the rooftop provides temporary relief, the
courtyard becomes the site of agitation, and Manouchehr’s garden produces exhilaration.
Mirsadeghi also uses light, color, sound, smell, and movement to turn setting into experience.
These details create an affective geography through which the reader encounters the conflict
between intimacy and estrangement, enclosure and openness, inheritance and change.The study
concludes that home in The Long Night operates simultaneously as a material environment, a
social structure, and an affective-existential experience. Norberg-Schulz’s phenomenology of
dwelling helps distinguish between merely occupying a space and developing a meaningful
relation to it. Kamal’s paternal house gives him familiarity, memory, privacy, and orientation
while also embodying authority and restriction. Manouchehr’s house offers openness, beauty,
and an attractive alternative style of life, but it does not provide stable belonging. The narrative
significance of the two houses lies in their inability to furnish a complete home for a protagonist
whose identity is itself in transition. Mirsadeghi uses domestic space not as passive scenery but
as a dynamic medium through which generational conflict, the encounter of tradition and
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modernity, and the search for identity become perceptible. The application of Norberg-Schulz is
most useful when it remains subordinate to close reading and helps explain how spatial imagery,
descriptive rhetoric, and patterns of movement produce meaning. Because the study is limited to
one novel and to its domestic spaces, its findings are not generalized to contemporary Persian
fiction as a whole.
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