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When the poet’s use of language goes beyond grammatical conventions, the poet may
alter not only established norms but also the grammatical categories and functions of
words in order to convey a poetic experience. In this way, the poet may sometimes
transform almost everything conventionally expected of a particular syntactic
constituent. Yet the ways in which poets such as Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun
Moshiri exploit the possibilities of language, as well as the extent of their linguistic
interventions, are often markedly different. Akhavan consistently seeks to turn the latent
possibilities of language into active ones by reviving rare and archaic syntactic features
and, following Nima’s linguistic legacy, introducing numerous changes and innovations
into standard syntax, thereby activating another dimension of the potentialities of words.
Moshiri, by contrast, primarily works within the actual capacities of the language and
sometimes adheres closely to its syntactic principles, producing poetry that is, from this
perspective, simpler and characterized by fewer grammatical complexities. Accordingly,
through a comparative study of the “syntactic distinctions” in the Nimaic works of
Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun Moshiri, the present study seeks to determine how
these two distinct poetic approaches are manifested in syntax, and how and to what
extent syntax can be subject to various transformations and innovations.
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1. Introduction

The emergence of modern Persian poetry, particularly after the Constitutional Revolution and
the innovations of Nima Yushij, transformed the relationship between poetry and language. In
this context, syntax became a flexible poetic resource through which poets could develop
distinctive modes of expression. Among Nima’s successors, Mehdi Akhavan Sales and
Fereydoun Moshiri represent two markedly different approaches to Persian syntax.

Akhavan frequently activates latent capacities of Persian syntax by reviving archaic and
infrequent grammatical patterns and by creating innovative constructions. Moshiri, by contrast,
generally works within the established capacities of contemporary Persian and favors syntactic
clarity, fluency, and accessibility. The present study therefore identifies, examines, and
comparatively analyzes the syntactic distinctions between the Nimaic poetry of Akhavan-Sales
and Moshiri, with particular attention to syntactic deviation, structural innovation, constituent
arrangement, the revival of archaic patterns, and grammatical flexibility.

2. Literature Review

The comparison shows that the principal syntactic distinction between Akhavan and Moshiri
lies in the extent and nature of their manipulation of grammatical structure. Akhavan treats
syntax as an open and flexible system whose expressive potential can be expanded through
experimentation, whereas Moshiri generally maintains syntax as a relatively stable framework
for clear and accessible poetic expression.

One of Akhavan’s characteristic strategies is the revival of rare or nearly obsolete syntactic
patterns inherited from earlier stages of Persian literature. He incorporates such patterns into a
modern poetic context and makes them productive elements of contemporary poetic language.
He also frequently reshapes conventional sentence structures through constituent displacement.
The marked positioning of subjects and other constituents, the separation of related elements,
and the use of long sentences, parenthetical expressions, appositional structures, and multiple
modifiers can increase syntactic complexity and create semantic emphasis, rhythmic variation,
and aesthetic tension.

Akhavan’s innovations extend beyond the revival of traditional patterns. His poetry contains
constructions that test the expressive limits of Persian syntax and establish new relationships
between grammatical form and poetic meaning. Examples include distinctive arrangements of
adjectives and their heads, special uses of pronouns, consecutive prepositions, and changes in the
grammatical category or function of words. Such practices make syntactic deviation an important
component of poetic creativity and contribute to the formation of his individual poetic language.

Moshiri’s syntactic practice follows a different orientation. His deviations generally remain
within familiar literary conventions and rarely challenge established grammatical expectations. His
innovations are more often adaptations of existing poetic practices. His sentences tend to preserve
clearer constituent relations and canonical patterns, so that syntactic variation functions mainly as a
moderate stylistic resource rather than as a radical restructuring of the grammatical system.

The comparison also shows that similar devices may produce different stylistic effects in the
two poets because of the broader syntactic environments in which they occur. In Akhavan,
constituent displacement and structural expansion can delay the recognition of grammatical
relations and increase interpretive participation. In Moshiri, comparable variations generally
create less syntactic tension and leave the reader’s attention more directly focused on imagery,
emotion, and thematic development. Thus, the distinction between the two poets is qualitative
as well as quantitative: Akhavan expands and reactivates the expressive resources of Persian
syntax, while Moshiri primarily refines and balances resources already available in the
language. It also helps distinguish their individual poetic identities within the Nimaic tradition.
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3. Materials and Methods

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method combined with a comparative approach.
The corpus consists of the Nimaic poems of Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun Moshiri.
Data were collected through library-based documentary research, and the poems were examined
to identify instances of syntactic deviation and structural variation.

The identified examples were classified according to their grammatical characteristics and
analyzed qualitatively through close textual examination. Particular attention was given to
constituent displacement, changes in sentence structure, revival of archaic syntactic patterns,
innovative grammatical constructions, and other departures from standard Persian syntax. These
features were interpreted as potential artistic strategies rather than simply as grammatical
violations, with attention to their role in meaning, rhythm, aesthetic effect, and poetic identity.

4. Discussions and conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun Moshiri embody two distinct
approaches to the relationship between poetic language and grammatical structure. Although
both belong to the Nimaic tradition and occasionally depart from standard Persian syntax, the
scope and purpose of their deviations differ substantially.

Akhavan persistently expands the expressive possibilities of Persian syntax through archaic
constructions, infrequent structural patterns, constituent displacement, and innovative
grammatical formations. His poetry treats syntax as an open field of artistic creativity. These
deviations should therefore be understood not merely as violations of grammatical norms but as
deliberate strategies for generating new poetic effects and linguistic possibilities.

Moshiri follows a more conservative syntactic path. His structural variations generally
remain consistent with established literary traditions and contemporary Persian usage. His
poetry emphasizes clarity, coherence, fluency, and immediate comprehensibility, while using
syntactic flexibility to refine rather than redefine the grammatical framework.

Ultimately, syntax provides a significant basis for distinguishing the poetic identities of these
two poets. Akhavan’s language is characterized by experimentation, structural transformation,
and linguistic expansion, whereas Moshiri’s is characterized by clarity, continuity, and aesthetic
refinement. Their contrasting syntactic strategies demonstrate the flexibility of Persian poetic
language and reveal two different ways of developing modern poetry within the shared Nimaic
tradition.
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