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In stylistic studies, all textual elements are significant; when examining syntactic
structure, particles (*hurGf*) are no less important than verbs, nouns, adjectives,
adverbs, and pronouns. They warrant analysis from various perspectives—such as their
forms (singular, doubled, simple, or compound) and their roles regarding transposition,
ellipsis, capacity for conciseness, and semantic diversity. Investigating the meanings of
these particles can serve to better understand syntactic structures within the language
and act as a distinguishing factor in identifying writing styles; indeed, they hold a
special place in the language's grammatical framework, and an author's treatment of
them invariably constitutes a key aspect of stylistic character. From this perspective, to
understand both the personal styles of authors and the stylistic characteristics of specific
eras, we must pay special attention to the semantic functions of particles. This is
essential for addressing questions such as: "Does the semantic nature of particles play a
role in shaping writing style?" and "Does the polysemy of particles in early texts
challenge the scholarly emphasis on the simplicity of style in those formative periods?"
This inquiry proceeds from the premise that, despite having received limited attention in
stylistic studies to date, the meanings of particles are crucial and decisive in shaping
writing style; furthermore, an examination of early texts may reveal a semantic
complexity that contradicts the simplicity often attributed to the prose styles of the early
periods of Persian literature. furthermore, an examination of early texts may reveal a
semantic complexity that contradicts the simplicity often attributed to the prose styles of
the early periods of Persian literature. furthermore, an examination of early texts may
reveal a semantic complexity that contradicts the simplicity often attributed to the prose
styles of the early periods of Persian literature. furthermore, an examination of early
texts may reveal a semantic complexity that contradicts the simplicity often attributed to
the prose styles of the early periods of Persian literature.
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1. Introduction

The present study examines the semantic diversity of prepositions and conjunctions in Hudiid
al-‘Alam min al-Mashriq ila al-Maghrib, one of the oldest surviving works of Persian prose,
written in 372 AH (983 CE). The research addresses two principal questions: first, whether the
semantic potential of grammatical particles plays a role in shaping writing style; and second,
whether the presence of polysemy in the particles used in early Persian texts challenges the
commonly held view that the prose of this period was characterized by simplicity and limited
semantic complexity. The underlying hypothesis is that the semantic multiplicity of prepositions
and conjunctions was already present in the earliest stages of Persian prose and was not merely
a feature that emerged with the development of ornate and elaborate prose in later centuries.

The text examined in this study is the edition of Hudiid al- ‘Alam prepared by Manouchehr
Sotoudeh and published by the University of Tehran. The work is a geographical treatise
containing information about the boundaries, geographical and climatic characteristics, social
conditions, customs, and traditions of various regions and territories. Although its primary
purpose is the transmission and documentation of information rather than the creation of literary
or rhetorical effects, the text offers valuable material for examining the linguistic characteristics
of early Persian prose. Its relatively straightforward style makes it particularly suitable for
investigating whether semantic diversity in grammatical particles was already an established
feature of the Persian language before the emergence of more elaborate prose styles.

The research is based on a line-by-line examination of the text and the identification of the
different semantic functions of its prepositions and conjunctions. Given the considerable
number of occurrences and the variety of grammatical structures found in the work, the study
focuses specifically on semantic diversity rather than on other aspects of particles, such as their
morphological structure, omission, or displacement. To ensure that the identified functions
represent recurrent patterns rather than isolated instances, only semantic distinctions occurring
more than three times in the text have been included. For each identified function, one textual
example has been provided. The particles are presented in alphabetical order within the two
main categories of prepositions and conjunctions.

The findings reveal considerable semantic diversity among the prepositions used in Hudid
al-‘Alam. The preposition az (j)), for example, performs eleven distinct functions. These include

marking the temporal or spatial point of departure; expressing comparison or definition;
indicating origin and source; denoting attribution; specifying the material or nature of
something; introducing examples or instances; expressing cause; indicating a part or quantity
taken from a whole; establishing a relationship between two elements in a construction that may
also be expressed through the Persian ezafe construction; indicating opposition or contrast; and
conveying the meanings of “according to” or “on the basis of.”

The preposition andar (,s1) is used in six different senses, including spatial and temporal

containment, reference to a subject or topic, purpose, measurement of area, and functions
corresponding to the modern Persian prepositions az (“from”) and be/dar (“to/in”). The particle
ba (L) has four principal functions: marking an indirect object or complement, expressing

instrumentality or mediation, denoting possession or ownership, and indicating accompaniment
or association.
The preposition bar (,;) displays nine semantic functions. These include marking an indirect

object with certain verbs; indicating a position on a surface; expressing agreement or
conformity; identifying the language in which communication takes place; measuring distance
through units of time or area; indicating direction or orientation; expressing classification or
division; establishing mediation or dependency in constructions involving linking verbs; and
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functioning in a sense equivalent to az (“from”). The preposition be («) demonstrates

particularly extensive semantic diversity, with fifteen distinct functions identified in the text.
These include explanation or specification in the sense of “in terms of”’; agreement and
conformity; exchange and substitution; classification and inclusion; divisibility; the endpoint of
a spatial or directional movement; cause; purpose and intention; temporal or spatial
containment; instrumentality and mediation; manner or state; context and subject matter; the
endpoint of a temporal or spatial limit in the sense of “until”’; accompaniment; and a function
equivalent to az (“from”).

Other prepositions also exhibit notable semantic variation. The particle chon (.4 ), when

used as a preposition, expresses similarity and introduces examples or instances. The
preposition dar (,») indicates spatial or temporal containment and, in certain contexts, the origin

or essential nature of something. The particle r@ (1,), in addition to its function as a marker of

definite direct objects, is used to express specification, to replace the ezafe construction in
certain syntactic structures, and to indicate possession with the verb budan (“to be”). It also
conveys contrast and, in various contexts, performs functions corresponding to az (“from”), ba
(“with”), baraye (“for”), be (‘“to”), and dar bare-ye (“about”).

The examination of conjunctions likewise reveals a range of semantic and syntactic
functions. The conjunction 7@ (t) is used to indicate a temporal endpoint, to express purpose or

intention, and to introduce an explanation or clarification. The compound conjunction chonan-
ke («5.l>) conveys a degree or measure of quality and may also introduce confirmation

supported by a preceding statement. The conjunction chon () is used both to express a

condition and to indicate the time at which an action occurs. The compound form chonan-ke
(a5 bg>) introduces examples, describes a state or degree of quality, and provides elaboration or

explanation while presenting the information as corresponding to reality. The conjunction ke
(«) performs several functions, including expressing cause and purpose, introducing

explanations or interpretations, and marking the beginning of parenthetical clauses. Finally, the
conjunction va () is used both to prepare the ground for the beginning of a statement and to

coordinate words or clauses of equal syntactic status.

The results demonstrate that semantic diversity is a significant linguistic characteristic of
Hudid al- ‘Alam and may be regarded as a stylistic feature of the work. The identification of
fifteen distinct functions for be, eleven for az, and nine for bar, alongside the numerous
functions observed in other particles, indicates that polysemy was already a productive feature
of Persian grammatical structures in the fourth century AH. These findings suggest that the
semantic capacities of linguistic units, including the smallest grammatical elements, were not
limited in early Persian prose. Rather, Persian writers and proficient language users had already
developed a considerable tendency to employ particles in multiple senses.

In conclusion, the findings of this study suggest that the semantic diversity of grammatical
particles should be added to the stylistic characteristics previously identified in Persian prose of
the fourth and fifth centuries AH. They also indicate that the relative simplicity of early Persian
prose should not necessarily be equated with semantic uniformity or a restricted range of
linguistic functions. Further comparative research into other early Persian texts may help clarify
the extent to which the semantic use of particles distinguishes individual authors and different
historical periods, thereby contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of the stylistic
development of Persian prose.
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