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Abstract

Examining the names of characters has a fundamental application in the
analysis of fiction. Characters often play an important part in the theme
because of their names and in most cases, readers understand the theme with
their help. Therefore, names are always influential in determining the
encounter with the text and its context. In narratology, the question of how
writers introduce the characters of their stories to the reader is of great
importance; naming anything is like creating it. Choosing the right name for
fictional characters is one of the most artistic ways to introduce characters
and direct the reader’s attention to them. But changing characters’ names is
one of the most innovative ways of characterization. By adopting such an
approach to characterization, Rumi seeks to convey information to the
audience in a way that is consistent with his mystical insight — breaking
norms and mocking the boundaries of storytelling to achieve meaning. Since
in the Islamic structure of Mathnawi the opportunity to introduce characters
is little, the narrator introduces the characters of his stories to the reader in a
very effective and concise way, which is specific to mystical language.
Changing the letters is a technique that is chosen by the narrator of
Mathnawi as a new way of characterization in line with this brevity. The
research shows such changes are important in terms of semiotics and
creative characterization. The changes in the names of the characters of the
tales of Mathnawi can be studied in three areas: linguistic, syntactic, and
literary. The causes of these changes include conveying feelings, observing
rhythm, changing the personalities in the course of the story, the narrator’s
attachment to the fictional characters, the narrator’s humor, some narrators
who lie, changing the point of view, and making the story interesting and
appealing to the reader.
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