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The present article is a philosophical reading of death-awareness in the Kelidar by
Mahmoud Dowlatabadi, based on the thought system of Heidegger, the 20th century
philosopher, in the book of Being and time. In this essay, we first talked about the
philosophical reading of a literary work, then by explaining Heidegger's ontology, we
have been talking about the death-awareness in his view and the relationship between man
and Being and his or her existence oriented towards death. Then, by expressing death-
awareness in Kelidar, we have obtained a reading of this novel based on Heidegger's
philosophy. Heidegger considers man and the world to be necessary for each other and
believes that Dasein is not alone in the world and the presence of others makes the
character of Dasein meaningful. A person who is under the domination of others is without
authenticity. But death-awareness gives authenticity to Dasein. Heidegger considers
authentic living to be meaningful and considers the thought of death as a force to break
away from everyday life and the meaningful life. Choosing freely, not being subject to
others, not having daily fun and giving meaning to life are the consequences that
Heidegger deals with; and we can look at Kelidar from these angles. Dowlatabadi has paid
attention to the issue of death and examined it. In Kelidar, death is one of the main themes.
Dowlatabadi considers death and life to be cognate and considers death to be the cause of
gaining the world, making life purposeful and achieving perfection. He considers the
awareness of death to be unique to the nobleman, and the heroes of Kelidar welcome
death. Dowlatabadi considers the nature of death to be anxiety-inducing, and characters
of Kelidar turn to life and love to escape from the anxiety of death.
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Detailed Abstract

Introduction

From the first Greek philosophers to the last thinkers of this era, there has been thoughts about the issue of
death as a fundamental proplem. Martin Heidegger is among the Existentialist philosophers who had a
special view on the topic of death. In fact, this German philosopher approaches life from an existential
standpoint with a death-minded approach and looks at life through the lens of death. This view of Heidegger
about death, apart from being an example of philosophical reflections on this phenomenon, is strangely
useful for the analysis of prominent literary works. Heidegger's conceptualizations of death are like a lantern
that can shed light on the darkness of literary thoughts about death and deepen the understanding and
analysis of literary works. On the other hand, Persian fiction is also full of death-minded themes, and
numerous authors have addressed it with different approaches. The brilliant novel Kelidar, by Mahmoud
Dowlatabadi, is one of the works that gives a deep description of "death" in the context of its narrative. The
main purpose of this research is to apply of Heidegger's theory on death-awareness upon Kelidar's novel
for present a philosophical explanation of the phenomenon of death in this literary work.

Methodology

Our method in this article is descriptive-analytical. First, based on library sources, research has been done
about the method and general themes of existentialism, and especially the issue of the death-awareness in
Heidegger's thought in his book, Time and Being. In the next stage, by carefully studying the novel of
Kelidar, it has been extracted themes that can be examined from the perspective of Heidegger's thinking in
the book of Being and Time. Finally, some of the narratives of Kelidar's novel have been analyzed from the
perspective of the death-awareness in Heidegger's philosophy.

Discussion

Martin Heidegger considers thinking about death as a force to break from everyday life. Free choice, not
being subject to others in this world and not being merely engaged with everyday activities and giving
meaning are the consequences that are extracted from Martin Heidegger's thoughts on death —awareness.
In his works, Mahmoud Dowlatabadi has paid attention to the subject of death and thinking about it and
examined its various dimensions. Although the nature of a philosophical work is different from a literary
novel, the themes raised in existentialism are comparable to the concerns of novelists such as Dowlatabadi
who pay attention to human concerns. In Kelider's novel, death is one of the main and recurring themes that
the author has addressed many times throughout the novel. Dowlatabadi considers life and death to be co-
born and companion. He is trying to look at death through the lens of life. In view of this contemporary
Iranian writer, death-awareness and thinking deeply about the event of death is a reason to take advantage
of the world's opportunities, purposefulness of living in this world, achieving perfection and living a
meaningful and authentic life. Mahmoud Dowlatabadi considers the awareness of death to be unique to an
authentic human being. In his novel, the heroes of Kelidar, such as Gol Mohammad and Sattar, consciously
welcome death. This author believes that when death comes to people, their whole being will be full of
anxiety. To escape from the anxiety of death, the characters of Kelidar's novel turn to life with great interest
and romantic situations are described beautifully and delicately. In general, this article has tried to approach
the horizon of Heidegger's thought with some angles of Mahmoud Dowlatabadi 's thinking in the novel
Kelidar.

Conclusion

Based on Heidegger's thought system, we interpreted Kelider's novel from Heidegger's point of view and
we showed that Dowlatabadi narrates the conflict between life and death in Kelidar. He often mentions
death along with life and considers death to be an all-encompassing event. In this novel, the heroes accept
death proudly and knowingly and go to meet it with a firm resolution, and in fact, they prefer an honorable
death, Because they consider death to be a part of life and believe that this death will lead them to an
authentic life and It is of the kind of authenticity that is found in Heidegger's thought. Dowlatabadi considers
death-awareness as an incentive to do good deeds and believes that death-awareness makes human life
purposeful. Another point that was revealed in this essay was the possibility of an existential reading of a
novel like Kelidar, with a Heideggerian interpretation.



