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Abstract

In addition to forming the identity of individuals, the “border” phenomenon, in its
both objective and subjective concepts, acts as the separator of the political, and
geographical interests of the individuals or groups. Having a contractual nature, the
objective and subjective borders take their root from the commonalities and
differences among the persons and phenomena. Such borders and oppositions are so
pervasive that they cover all the natural and man-made domains. The epics “Rostam
and Sohrab” and “Rostam and Esfandiar” as the research area of this article, tend to
narrate such demarcations in the objective and mental spheres in both surface and
deep structures. They have formed fundamental nodes in the fields related to the
causality of plot and the development of other events of the epics in the form of
opposition of structures, personalities, and actions. Accordingly, in these epics, given
the content and the climax, there are several infrastructure nodes represented by
opposing structures, including the opposite between Zoroastrianism and Mithraism,
warrior and ruler, father and son, wisdom and lust, matriarchy and patriarchy, Iran and
Turan, self and other, and hidden and visible identity. These infrastructure nodes in
fact account for some of the reasons for the formation and emergence of such epics in
Shahnameh. In terms of content, such borders in two epics, from the point of view that
this article addresses them as a limited and opposition-oriented reading, can reflect the
process of replacing the matriarchal social system by the patriarchal social system and
the bloody wars of the Iranian peoples in line with promoting and consolidating the
Zoroastrian religion instead of old Iranian religions, including Mithraism.

Keywords: Subjective and Objective Borders, Emplotment, Dual Opposites,
Rostam and Sohrab, Rostam and Esfandiar.
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