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Abstract

Coherence is a concept found in the sources of both Arabic and Persian
rhetoric. Usamaibn Mungidh first introduced thisterm in the 6th century,
defining it as improvisation and speech that avoids mannerism and
complexity. This essay applies the French theory of comparative
literature, emphasizing linguistic differences and historical connections,
to explore the conceptual process of coherence in Arabic rhetoric. It also
investigates the influence of Arabic rhetoric on Persian rhetoric and
examines the modern linguistic understanding of coherence in both
traditions. The research reveals that the concept of coherence evolved
over three main periodsin Arabic rhetoric and Persian rhetoric, displayed
lessinnovation in interpreting and utilizing the term i.e. was more under
influence. With the introduction of the term coherence in its linguistic
concept, the traditional rhetorical sense of coherence became less
prevalent in Persian works. However, the modern concept of coherence,
synonymous with terms like consonance and Tafvif, has roots in both
Arabic and Persian rhetoric.
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1. Introduction
Coherence is one of the terms mentioned in the sources of Arabic and Persian rhetoric. Usama

ibn Mungidh first introduced this term in the 6th century, defining it asimprovisation and speech
that avoids mannerism and complexity. This essay applies the French theory of comparative
literature, emphasizing linguistic differences and historical connections, to explore the conceptual
process of coherence in Arabic rhetoric. It also investigates the influence of Arabic rhetoric on
Persian rhetoric and examines the modern linguistic understanding of coherence in both
traditions.

Consequently, the research method in this study is based on French theory. Firgt, the two clear
principles of linguistic difference and the influence of Persian rhetoric from Arabic rhetoric are
considered as the basis of the research, and then we examine the historical development of
coherence in the important works of Arabic rhetoric and then Persian, and while presenting a new
periodization of coherence in Arabic and Persian rhetoric, we will explain the coherence
developments in Persian literature. In the meantime, we will compare the modern concept of
coherence with itstraditional concept.

2. Resear ch findings
The findings of this research indicate that the concepts and definitions related to the term

coherence in Arabic and Persian rhetoric can be examined under the French theory of comparative
literature; Because the two principles of linguistic difference between Persian and Arabic and the
influence of Persian rhetoric from Arabic are obvious. In this regard, we can divide the periods
of coherence in Arabic rhetoric into two periods: before and after Usama ibn Mungidh. Before
Usamaibn Mungidh, some of the definitions of coherence in the western and modern sense of it
can be seen under terms such as consonance and Tafvif and Jurjani's theory of order; But for the
first time, Usamaibn Mungidh (1188) introduced this term into the knowledge of Arabic rhetoric
and used it in the concept of improvisation. The same concept is used for this term in the later
periods of Arabic rhetoric.

Also, terms such as consonance and Tafvif and theory of order entered Persian rhetoric from
Arabic rhetoric and were used in Persian rhetorical works in the same sense as Arabic rhetoric;
However, Shams Qeis Razi made the definitions of these terms more precise based on examples
of Persian poetry. But, with the introduction of the term coherence in the works of Persian
rhetoric, especially in the last century, we see the same definition of this term by Usama ibn
Mungidh in these works. With the trandation and application of the term "Ensgjam" equivalent
to "coherence” in linguistics, we see that the term "coherence" loses its use in its rhetorica
definition and is used in the same linguistic definition.

Another important finding of this research is that there is basically no similarity between the
concept of coherence in the tradition of Arabic and Persian rhetoric with its modern and western
concept. In the western perspective, Ensejamis used as the equivalent of unity in the structure of
sentences and meaning, and adherenceto it ultimately leads to the formation of a uniform, which
isthetext. A unity that, by moving each element of the sentence, its continuity and meaning will
be lost, and what remains will be nothing but scattered and irrelevant sentences; But in Arabic
and later Persian literature and rhetoric, we are faced with a different concept from that of the
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western type. In these works, Ensegjamis used in the concept of improvisation. In the meantime,

the concepts related to terms such as consonance and Tafvif and Jurjani‘stheory of order are close
to the concept of Ensgam in its western and modern meaning (coherence).

3. Conclusion

The results of the research show that the term Ensgjam has gone through three main phases based
on the periods of Arabic rhetoric, and Persian rhetorical works in this field were more influenced
by Arabic, and we see less transformation and creativity in the description and processing of this
term. With the introduction of the term Ensgjam in its linguistic concept (coherence), the term
Ensgjamin itstraditional rhetorical sense waslessused in Persian rhetorical works; However, the
modern concept of coherence can be identified from the very beginning of Arabic and Persian
rhetoric under terms such as consonance and Tafvif.
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Abstract

Bahram Beyzai is one of the most prominent playwrights in contemporary Iranian dramatic
literature whose regeneration, innovation and creativity are evident in each of his plays.
One of his most celebrated playsis The One Thousand and First Night (2003). This play is
written in three acts or three episodes. The first episode inspired by the Shahnameh, the
story of Zahhak and the entirety of One Thousand and One Nights reconstructs a lost tale
from Iranian mythology. In the other two episodes One Thousand and One Nights serves as
the main source of inspiration for the author. Each episode of this play is independent from
the others, and each has its own distinct and unique plotline and characters. However, at the
same time, the three acts or episodes share thematic and structural similarities. What causes
this coherence are the recurring themes (motif) that internally link the independent episodes
of this play. A close reading and a deep semantic exploration of the work gives the reader
an insight into the recurring themes of the play's acts, termed as the motif in literary
criticism. In this essay, we am to examine the motifs of this three -fold play in a
descriptive- analytical manner. Our objectives for this study is to detect and analyze these
motifs which includes Zahhak Mar-dush and its human manifestations, self-sacrifice(a
longing for death), female cunning, the controversy over the book of One Thousand and
One nights among the readers, and one character falling victim to an individual or the
system in each act that These motifs make the semantic and artistic unity of the play.
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L.Introduction

Bahram Beyzaee, a prominent Persian playwright, wrote the play The One Thousand and First Night
in three acts or episodes in 2003. The author first gives the reader a clue that there are commonalities
and overlaps in content among the episodes of this three-act play, and later, with a deeper study of
the work, one can further realize that there are many commonalities in content between these three
episodest this means that some themes are repeated in all three acts. In other words, there are several
motifs or themes between the acts of this play.

A motif is a recurring element in a work. «Motif, which in most Persian literary trandations is
chosen as the equivalent of the main theme, main theme, and role of theme(nagsh maye), is one of
the important categories discussed in the field of thematic or the knowledge of thematic. In this area,
discussing motif, theme, subject, archetype, or prototype is a way to reach the level or levels of
thought and theory expressed in the text» (Taghavi & Dehghan, 1388:08). «in today's literary
criticism studies, motif and its function are one of the important topics in examining the quality of
this relationship» (Ibid, 8). In fact, «a suitable anaytical strategy in literary criticism to identify
motifs and to specify their thematic interaction» (Shaffer, 2005:307). In stylistics, since every
repetition is of interest (stylistics is the study of repetition and frequencies), the role of motif as an
important recurring element in al literature, or in al the works of an individual, or in a specific
work, is of great importance. The study of important recurring elements in the literature of two
nations or two writers or two poets from two nations can also be a significant topic for comparative
literature (Taghavi& Dehghan, 1388:8). In the book of literary terms, Caden states. «Motif is one of
the dominant beliefs in any literary work and part of the meaning or main theme of the work. This
meaning may include a character, an image, or a recurring linguistic pattern» (Coddon, 2006: under
Motif).

In motif, a situation, event, image, or character is a type found in several different literary works; in
works such as folk tales or myths, any element that is masterfully used in its general theme is
considered a motif (Baldic, 1990: under Motif).it is necessary to mention one point about the
difference between subject, theme, and motif; the subject is a more general and subjective category
than the theme; theme is also more general, subjective, and often more concise than motif; such as
the time interval and the clock motif in dramatic works (Taghavii& Dehghan, 1388:8). Paying
attention to these premises indicates that this essay is an opportunity to answer the question what are
the important motifs of the play The One Thousand and First Nights by Bahram Beyzaie?

Literature Review

Research Several academic works, including books and articles, have examined Bahram Beyzai’s
dramatic oeuvre, though few have focused specifically on the motif structures in The One Thousand
and First Night. Two relevant studies include: The Image of Goddesses in the Narrative Works of
Bahram Beyzaie (Vahabi & Hosseini, 2016), which explores Beyzai’s nuanced representations of
female characters across various plays, including this one. A Rereading of the Role of Women in the
Three Episodes of Bahram Beyzai’s The One Thousand and First Night (Hassanli & Haghighi,
2010), which discusses the social and transformative power of women in Beyzai’s narratives.

While these studies contribute meaningfully to the discourse on gender in Beyzai’s works, they do
not directly engage with the concept of motifs. Indeed, motif analysis has received little attention in
the broader scholarship on Beyzai. This paper aims to fill that gap by focusing specifically on the
motifsin The OneThousand and First Night.
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Research Method

This article, using an analytical- descriptive method and relying on documentary- library studies, has
explored the extraction of moatifs in the three episodes of the play The One Thousand and First
Night.

Conclusion

Bahram Beyzaie wrote the first episode of the play The One Thousand and First Night based on and
inspired by the story of Zahhak, Jamshid, and their daughters in the Shahnameh, as well as the
entirety of The One Thousand and One Night. Two other episodes were also written based on The
One Thousand and One Nights. In the first episode, from a narrative perspective, he has followed a
different path from the story of Zahhak in mythology and the Shahnameh, portraying active women
and Jamshidi as impenetrable to the devil. In the next two episodes, Beyzaee uses the book The One
Thousand and One Night as the basis for the characters’ movements regarding their support and
opposition to it. The difference is that the second episode is gloomy and the third episode is
optimistic. Although the three episodes of this play are independent of each other due to having
different and independent characters and separate stories, they have structural and thematic
similarities; that is, in each of these episodes, themes and stylistic features are repeated. In literary
criticism, these repetitions are called matifs. Recurring themes internally link the episodes of the
play together. These motifs were numerous, but due to space limitations, the most prominent motifs
of the play were discussed and examined; the most prominent motif of the play is the letter, Zahhak
Mar-dush and its human manifestations. The author’s content goal is to say that myths never
disappear, they only change form. Another motif of this play is the female character self-sacrifice(a
longing for death) in all three episodes. The women in the play have no choice but to face death to
overcome problems and obstacles. Another motif of this play is the female cunning, but Beyzai has
given the play a benevolent flavor and color to the cunning women. Another motif is the controversy
over the book of The Thousand and One nights among the readers, which ends tragically in the
second episode, but in the third episode the outcome is favorable and optimistic. Another motif isthe
sacrifice of one of the characters in each episode of the play. This victimized character is absent in
al three episodes and is introduced through the voices of other characters. The victim of the first
episode is Jamshid, a mythical king who has fallen victim to the power-hungry Zahhak Mardush.
That is, the victim is an individual, but the victims of the other two episodes, Pour Farrokhan and
Roshanak’s mother, are the victims of the system.
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1. Introduction
Contemporary lranian fiction, particularly from the latter half of the 14th century AH, has

served as a critical medium for reflecting social crises and structural inequalities. Writers such
as Sadeq Chubak, Bozorg Alavi, and Jalal Al-e Ahmad have vividly portrayed the lives of the
marginalized, the precarious status of women, and the deep-seated class and cultural divides
within Iranian society. Among them, Jald Al-e Ahmad stands out for his unique blend of
colloquial language, bitter irony, and realist narrative, crafting works that not only mirror socia
realities but aso articulate his intellectual concerns regarding domination, injustice, and
institutionalized marginalization. His stories, notably The Surplus Woman and Other People’s
Child, exemplify this approach, focusing on women as silent subjects trapped within patriarchal,
traditional, and economic structures, often experiencing tragic and inescapable fates. This study
aims to explore how these two stories, through the lens of Fredric Jameson’s political
hermeneutics, reproduce and critique socia and gender domination. The primary research
guestion is: How do The Surplus Woman and Other People’s Child reflect the mechanisms of
social and cultural domination over women? The objective is to analyze the representation of
gendered and socia power dynamics, highlighting how cultural memory, historical suppression,
and the commodification of female identity in socio-economic systems reveal structural
inequalities. Additionally, the study seeks to uncover the impact of socio-economic
transformations on women’s destinies in these narratives.

2. Discussion and Analysis

The analysis employs a qualitative and comparative approach, grounded in Fredric Jameson’s
politica hermeneutics, to examine how The Surplus Woman and Other People’s Child depict
structures of domination. In The Surplus Woman, the narrative centers on a divorced, isolated
woman lacking social agency and physical beauty, who, due to poverty and familia
vulnerability, enters an unsuccessful marriage only to be rgjected as "surplus.” Her lack of
voice, decision-making power, and ownership over her identity underscores her subjugation
within a patriarcha system. Similarly, Other People’s Child portrays a young mother forced to
abandon her child to preserve a second marriage, highlighting the intersection of economic and
social pressures. Both stories utilize first-person or limited omniscient narration, vivid
characterization, and realistic settings to connect individual female experiences to broader social
and historical contexts. Jameson’s framework enables a deeper exploration of the ideological,
historical, and socia structures embedded in the texts, revealing how Al-e Ahmad’s narratives
reflect the contradictions of 1950s and 1960s Iran—a period marked by patriarchal dominance
and political instability. The stories expose how cultural memory perpetuates gendered
oppression, with women’s identities reduced to economic or instrumental roles within
traditional and modernizing frameworks. The concept of polyphony, as seen in the conflicting
discourses of traditional female subjugation and emerging resistance, further enriches the
analysis, illustrating ideological tensions within Iranian society.

3. Conclusion

The findings indicate that The Surplus Woman and Other People’s Child portray women’s
marginalization not as isolated incidents but as products of a broader socia order. In The
Surplus Woman, gender domination is evident in the protagonist’s exclusion from familial and
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socia structures, while Other People’s Child highlights economic and socia domination,

particularly through the commodification of familial roles under capitalist influences. Both
stories critique the reduction of sacred roles, such as motherhood, to economic utilities,
reflecting the detrimental impact of socio-economic changes on human values. The narratives
also underscore the tension between traditional values and modernizing forces, which
exacerbates women’s challenges. Through polyphonic discourses, Al-e Ahmad captures the
ideological and class-based conflicts of his time, with women’s voices—though suppressed—
emerging as sites of resistance. Cultural memory, as depicted in both stories, reinforces
patriarchal norms, trapping women in cycles of exclusion and suppression. By portraying these
recurring fates, Al-e Ahmad not only narrates the past but also critiques its ongoing
reproduction, highlighting the enduring struggles of Iranian women within oppressive social
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ArticleInfo Abstract

) Archetypes are the shared experiences and collective memory of ancestorsthat have
Article Type: been passed down from the past to the new generation. As aresult, one of the most
Research Article  ndamental phenomena of the modern era is the confrontation of modern and
postmodern humans with archetypal issues. Joseph Campbell, in the field of
mythology, proposed the theory of the Hero’s Journey. He believes that the stories
) of different nationsfollow aspecific pattern, and their differences are due to cultural,
Received: historical, and other variations. Campbell describes three stages in his theory
4, August, 2025 wpenartyre, Initiation, and Return”- which are further divided into seventeen

In Revised form: detailed steps.

23, August, 2025  The present study conducts a comparative analysis of Campbell's theory in two
narratives: Giyahi Dar Quarantineand Shabe Sohraab Keshan'’s by Bijan Najdi.

Accepted: This comparison is made with consideration and awareness of the multifaceted

23, August, 2025 jifferences between classical and modern narratives. It is based on the assumption

that the flow of myths continuesfluidly and subtly in narratives of al eras, especially

ArticleHistory:

gl:]tl’ilhsehed in the contemporary world, and the findings are grounded in this fluidity.
11, Sebtember, The research method is descriptive-analytical. The results show that the complete
2025 Hero’s Journey as described by Campbell does not occur in the movement of Najdi’s
heroes. It can beinferred that, unlike the heroesin the stories Campbell recounts, the
Keywords: heroes in Najdi’s stories are fragmented individuals who lack the endurance to face
Archetypes, difficulties and do not have the ability to create a new destiny or reclaim what once
Myth, Joseph_ belonged to them. This issue arises from Najdi’s narratives and the downward, fallen
,C\l:a_rgprell, Bijan  journey of his heroes, which unlike the classica system, takes shape within the
Jo?JJrr:éy eros context and space of the contemporary world.
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1. Introduction
One of the critiques that emerged with the development of new criticism is the
mythological criticism. This interdisciplinary critique occupies a specia place in
contemporary criticism and examines literary texts from an anthropological perspective.
Joseph Campbell proposed his mythologica theory of the "Hero's Journey" based on
psychology and the study of ancient storiesfrom various cultures. He concluded that there
iIsacommon pattern al peoplefollow when facing events that these stories depict. Hence,
the research question is that in Campbell's criticism, there is a series of fixed, repetitive
stages that exist, but in modern storieswith their content and nature, these stages undergo
meaningful transformations. These changes, deletions, and shifts in the stages are
deliberately linked to the philosophical system of the new world. This study
comparatively examines Campbell's theory through the two narratives "Giyahi dar
Qarantineh" and " Shabe Sohrab Koshan" by Bijan Najdi from this perspective.
2. Theoretical Foundations
Joseph Campbell, in his book The Hero with a Thousand Faces and his theory of the
"monomyth,” states that all myths essentially narrate the same story and follow common
archetypal patterns. Differences arise from cultural, social, and historical contexts. Myths
share many similarities due to common human experiences and nature across
civilizations. According to Campbell, the primary element in the archetype and hero myth
is the "hero," which is the core of the monomyth theory. Campbell’s monomyth refers to
the hero. Mythological heroes share many common features and undergo a journey with
three main stages, though the hero may traverse only some sub-stages within these. "For
Campbell, the hero is more than just a simple myth but the essence of mythology"
(Namvar Motlagh, 2013:246). The hero isthe main nucleus of the mythic narrative, which
has a specific structure called the mythic structure. Thus, the monomyth theory can be
considered astructuralist theory of myth analysis, asthe monomyth identifies similarities
among all myths worldwide, placing al myths under one umbrella called the hero myth.
Campbell's hero monomyth theory comprises three main stages. Departure (Separation),
Initiation, and Return. He elaborates on these stages in detail in his book The Hero with
a Thousand Faces, providing examples from mythological stories and comparing these
myths to highlight fundamental similarities and differences. These three stages consist of
multiple steps — seventeen in total — that the hero does not necessarily go through all,
but certainly passes several to be considered a hero and to have a story at each stage.
3. Discussion and Analysis
Theresearch is based on the premise that this critique fundamentally relies on Campbell's
approach towards classical mythological narratives, structured accordingly. However, in
the contemporary world, adifferent kind of heroic journey is observed, shaped by the new
world’s structures emphasizing decentralization, uncertainty, and the collapse of value
systems. The hero’s journey is thus transformed, with deletions and changes in the stages
having specific meanings aligned with the content and the existential dilemmas of this
disoriented, meaningless world. In this world, the hero experiences a different type of
journey than the classical one. According to research on Bijan Ngdi's narratives, during
the Departure stage and its five sub-stages, despite differences in the nature of the hero’s
call and initiation, the traveler usually passes through all these stages. However, in
"Giyahi dar Qarantineh,” the hero is not called spiritually or externally; rather, a sudden
illness forces the traveler into the journey. Notably, the messenger's call in this story
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closely resembles an externa call, while in " Shabe Sohrab Koshan," the call is external,
initiated by athing, provoking the hero, Morteza, to seek answers.
In the Initiation stage, Najdi's travelers do not strictly follow Campbell's theory. While
the "Road of Trials" is present in all Najdi’s stories, meetings with the goddess figure
only happen in "Giyahi dar Qarantineh” and "Shabe Sohrab Koshan." Stages such as
"woman as the temptress,” "reconciliation and unity with the father and deity,” and the
"final boon" do not appear in any of the stories.
Finally, regarding the Return stages, Ngjdi's travelers do not achieve al elements of
Campbell’s theory. Najdi’s arrangement of events excludes the "Master of Two Worlds"
stage in all stories. The traveler’s journey results in three possible outcomes:

a. Thetraveler becomes a hero, progressing beyond pre-call conditions.

b. Thetraveler returns unchanged, indicating a descent.

c.The traveler remains stuck in the journey, with neither ascent nor descent.
4.Conclusion
In"Giyahi dar Qarantineh" and " Shabe Sohrab Koshan," the journey is a descending one
where the traveler experiences stagnation. Thisis evident in the selection and traversal of
the stages. The deficiencies and incomplete conformity of the two heroes journeys to
Campbell’s model are attributable to Najdi’s postmodern narrative style, wherein the hero
type and plot elements arise in a contemporary context. Although there is an attempt to
recreate a mythical atmosphere, the narrator’s mindset reflects a descending tragjectory of
the modern human and the collapse of human dignity and values, resulting in adownward
journey for the hero. Unlike the mythological system, where heroes are superhuman,
modern heroes are not, thus Campbell’s heroic progression is ineffective and the
narratives end in failure.
Najdi’s heroes, contrary to ancient mythic heroes known for their physical and mental
strength, are small and tragic. Unlike classical heroes who conquer stages to success,
modern heroes often fall and belong to the group of unsuccessful heroes.
Another significant point is that classical stories externalize trials prominently, but in
Najdi’s stories, trials are internal struggles or conflicts within the self. Thus, while the
classical human ascends, the contemporary individual experiences descent and sometimes
destruction.
Analyzing the narratives using Campbell’s method, Najdi seeks heroes who, despite
undergoing stages and trials with the intent to reach perfection and spiritual evolution,
confront tragedy and decline, reflecting modern world conditions. Najdi’s protagonists
occasionally undertake heroic journeys with a spiritual and evolutionary approach,
observablein his stories.
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Abstract

With a critical and sociological approach, this article offers an in-depth
examination of Notes of a Dictator, a novel by Hedayatollah Hakim-Elahi. It
analyzes the intricate trajectory of the protagonist’s transformation—from a
marginalized citizen who appears to champion justice, into an ideological and
totalitarian dictator. The study seeks to reveal how social, psychological, and class-
based contexts pave the way for this tragic metamorphosis, and how hidden forces
of power and ideology gradually turn a social actor—initialy committed to
liberation and justice—into a reproducer of the very violence he once sought to
resist.

This analysis rests on a multilayered theoretical framework. First, the principles of
Critical Marxism, with emphasis on class conflict and aienation, illuminate the
economic and social foundations of the protagonist’s downfall. Second, the
sociology of literature—drawing on the insights of Lucien Goldmann and Georg
Lukacs—interprets the novel as a reflection and representation of the material and
class structures of society. Third, Michel Foucault’s concepts of power provide the
tools to identify the subtle, microscopic mechanisms of domination and the
production of ideological “truth” within the narrative.

The findings demonstrate that the novel’s dominant socialist discourse, in the
absence of regulatory institutions and participatory mechanisms, gradually losesits
emancipatory meaning. In its entanglement with pathological structures of power,
it becomes an instrument for legitimizing violence, suppression, and the
reproduction of inequality. The protagonist—initially a symbol of the fervor for
justice and the ideal of equality—through the workings of ideological mechanisms,
as theorized by Louis Althusser, becomes ensnared in reproducing social and
mental misrecognition. Ultimately, he emerges not as a liberator, but as an
instrument of the ruling class’s domination.
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Twentieth-century intellectual currents, particularly socialist and communist ideologies,
profoundly shaped political, social, and cultural structures, a force that was felt even more
acutely in transitional societies such as Iran. In fourteenth-century AH Iran, socialism was not
merely a political ideal; it emerged as a historical response to recurring injustices, oppression,
discrimination, and corrupt power structures. As Ahmadi (2017: 57) notes, “One of the
significant factors in the formation of these organizations was the rise of socidist tendencies
among Iranians, influenced by migration to Russia and, particularly, the Transcaucasus. Iranian
migrants there established the Social-Democratic organizations Ejtema iyoun-e ‘Aamiyoun and
Edalat, later extending their activities into Iran.”

Many Iranian intellectuals, inspired by developments in the Soviet Union, the 1917 Revolution,
and global liberation discourses, gravitated enthusiastically toward leftist ideology. Yet, as
Eagleton (2012: 20-23) warns, in the absence of democratic frameworks, socialism in such
contexts risks devolving into the caricature known as Stalinism.

Literature of this period, as a reflection of social and ideological redlities, engaged directly with
these tensions. Within this framework, Hedayatollah Hakim-Elahi’s Notes of a Dictator is not
merely awork of fiction but a social document capturing the rise and fall of aleftist worldview.
Through a critical lens, it traces the complex transformation of a lower-class activist into a
communist dictator.

Unlike many leftist writers of the 1950s, Hakim-Elahi does not aim to glorify socialism,; rather,
he critiques its consequences within a deprived society—a context in which, as Marx observes
(2006: 45), the preconditions for socialism require surplus wealth and productive capacity.
Without these, ideals may turn into totalitarian nightmares. Through a sociological perspective
and aredist narrative, the novel examines the ideological dynamics of poverty, violence, class
revenge, and structural corruption, ultimately depicting the emergence of a dictator who rises
from socialist ideals yet consolidates absol ute power through repression and deception.

Notes of a Dictator stands out in Iranian literary history. Unlike many contemporaneous works,
it neither glorifies leftist ideology nor fits neatly into later state-sponsored or anti-colonial
literary paradigms. It provides a critical examination of the radicalization of socialist ideology
and, through a precise depiction of an individual’s fall within a totalitarian system, illustrates
how justice-seeking ideals can become instruments of oppression and violence.

Degspite its historical and literary significance, the novel has yet to receive a systematic
sociologica study. This gap in contemporary Iranian literary and political research underscores
the need for scholarly attention. This study seeks to answer: How does the protagonist of Notes
of a Dictator, under social, psychological, and ideological pressures, transform from an
idealistic socidist party member into a full-fledged dictator within a communist-authoritarian
system? In this process, what roles do poverty, class conflict, ideological violence, identity
crisis, and institutional collapse play? Moreover, how can contemporary theories—such as those
of Michel Foucault, Louis Althusser, Marx, and Jacques Lacan—shed light on this
transformation?

2. Resear ch findings

The findings revea that in Notes of a Dictator, Hakim-Elahi demonstrates how poverty and
socia marginalization serve not only as a catalyst for protest but also as a fertile ground for
ideals that, when nurtured within violent or repressive contexts, may give rise to
authoritarianism. Socialism initially emerges as a response to injustice; however, in the absence
of democratic institutions and equitable distribution mechanisms, it becomes a vehicle for
revenge and systemic repression.

The narrative further highlights how structural violence extends to gendered dimensions, with
women’s bodies depicted as sites of economic and sexual exploitation, reflecting the failures of
state institutions and structural corruption. These representations are mediated through Marxist
and modern feminist frameworks, emphasizing class and gender while leaving other cultura
and ethical dimensions largely unexplored. From a critical sociological perspective, the cycle of
violence illustrated in the novel exemplifies how authoritarian structures perpetuate themselves
even under the guise of justice.

The protagonist’s trajectory underscores the interplay between individual agency and structural
forces. His alignment with the socialist party results less from conscious choice than from
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ideological conditioning and identity reconstruction, whereby mora conscience is reoriented to
justify violence. The party’s hierarchical structure and internalized obedience mirror Foucault’s
notion of “invisible power,” showing that totalitarian tendencies emerge within social and
ideological structures rather than solely after formal authority is achieved.

Ultimately, the protagonist becomes fully immersed in a cycle of violence, embodying the
power he once opposed. The novel warns that justice-driven movements, if untempered by
ingtitutional safeguards or critical reflection, risk reproducing the oppressive structures they
initially challenged. Hakim-Elahi’s work thus offers a critical framework for understanding how
individual experiences, ideological mechanisms, and structural conditions converge to
institutionalize violence and perpetuate cycles of power and domination.

3. Conclusion

Hedayatollah Hakim-Elahi’s Notes of a Dictator goes beyond recounting individual experiences
of poverty and suppressed anger; it provides a structural and critical analysis of the process by
which amarginalized human being is propelled toward full-fledged dictatorship. Thisanalysisis
grounded not merely in the linear narrative of the story but in theoretica frameworks of the
sociology of power and ideological critique, particularly drawing on Althusser’s concepts of
“ideological ideals,” Foucault’s notion of “invisible power,” and Arendt’s study of
totalitarianism.

The protagonist, confronted with poverty, class humiliation, structural corruption, and
emotional failures, isdrawn into the socialist party. This process is not the product of conscious,
critical choice but the result of an “ideological call” and a “redefinition of identity,” wherein the
individual reconstructs himself within the party’s closed discourse, and his moral conscience is
consumed in the service of his “historical duty.” From this perspective, the party not only
restricts dialogue and critical reflection but also subsumes individual ethics to legitimize
violence.

The concentration of power in the figure of the leader and the party’s vertical hierarchy
resonates with Foucault’s concept of “invisible power,” demonstrating how ideological
structures internally prepare the ground for the acceptance of violence and mental subjugation
even before formal authority is attained. The analysis shows that totalitarianism is not merely a
product of external conditions; it grows within discourse and party structures, transforming the
individual into both victim and instrument of power reproduction.

Violence in the novel evolves from a temporary instrument into an ultimate goal. Political
assassinations are initially justified in the name of ideals, later ingtitutionalized, and ultimately
serve to reproduce power itself and reinforce domination over society. As Arendt observes, at
this stage, society, morality, and truth become victims of power, and the discourse of justice is
transformed into atool for legitimizing violence.

Ultimately, the narrator transforms from a justice-seeking, oppressed individual into a faceless
dictator—an authority that dominates institutions, fear, and the minds of the people, elevating
itself above party, history, and even truth. This metamorphosis serves as a stark illustration of
how human suffering and pain, absorbed into an ideological framework, can be converted into a
machine for reproducing violence.

Therefore, Hakim-Elahi’s analysis can be read both as a sociological critique of power
structures and a literary critique of ideological discourse. The novel warns that any system that
sacrifices justice for authority, and any individual who channels personal suffering and anger
unmediated into ideology, will reproduce not liberation but a cycle of violence, oppression, and
power concentration. The work exemplifies a complex representation of the relationship
between lived experience, ideological discourse, and the institutionalization of violence at both
individual and societal levels.
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to analyze sectarianism as a molar structure in Aboutorab Khosravi’s
trilogy (Asfar-e Kateban), (Rud-e Ravi), and (Malakan-e ‘Adhab). Drawing on the
theories of Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, particularly concepts such as molar
structures in contrast to rhizomatic structures, it demonstrates that sectarianism in this
trilogy reproduces hierarchical, centralized, and static structures through mechanismssuch
as the repression of desire, negation of multiplicity, blockage of lines of flight,
reterritorialization of deterritorializations, and the substitution of docile subjects for the
body without organs. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and critical reading of
the texts, this study argues that Khosravi, through complex narratives, not only exposes
the repressive and non-dynamic nature of sects but also, by condemning superstition and
dogmatism, represents the tenson between molar structures (imposed order) and
molecular structures (the possibility of emancipation). Methodologically, this study relies
on narrative text analysis and an interdisciplinary approach to examine signs of
sectarianism within the layers of the story, characterization, and theideological discourses
of the text. Data was collected through the extraction of themes related to mechanisms of
domination and their opposition to rhizomatic elements. The results indicate that
Khosravi’s trilogy functions as an anti-Sectarian text that, by revealing mechanisms of
domination, invites readers to reflect on the dangers of fixed, closed collective identities.
By contrasting passive characters (molar subjects) with multidimensional characters
(molecular subjects), the text demonstrates how sects suppress any potentia for change or
escape by controlling desire and restricting freedom. These findings not only contribute
to a deeper understanding of Khosravi’s trilogy but also hold relevance for contemporary
literary studies on the relationship between literature and ideologica critique.
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1. Introduction

In his trilogy, Aboutorab Khosravi emphatically condemns sectarianism and superstition. The
primary narrators of al three works can be viewed as victims of sectarianism who, after
recounting events, become mirrors of admonition for humanity. Sectarianism refersto individuals
tendency to join or remain in sects, rooted in psychological, social, and philosophica factors.
Gilles Deleuze (1925-1995), the French postmodern and post-structuralist philosopher, provides
unparaleled theoretical tools for anayzing complex structures in literature and art. His
philosophy, rejecting traditional dualisms, emphasizes fluid, multifaceted networks over fixed
hierarchies.

2. Methodology

Employing a descriptive-analytical method and critical textua reading, this research argues that
Khosravi, through intricate narratives, not only exposesthe repressive and stagnant nature of sects
but aso critiques superdtition and dogmatism. He represents the tension between Molar
structures (imposed order) and Molecular structures (emancipatory potential). Relying on
narrative textual analysis and an interdisciplinary approach, this study examines signs of
sectarianism in the layers of fiction, characterization, and ideological discourse.

3. Theoretical Framework

Deleuze establishes afundamental distinction between Molar and Molecular structures. From his
perspective, molarity manifests not only in macro-social structures (e.g., state, capitalism,
religious ingtitutions) but also actively operates in micro-psychological and linguistic layers.
Molar sructures—clear embodiments of arborescent thought—systematically suppress
liberatory forms:

o Desireisredefined by molar structures as lack (e.g., of love, wealth, power), whereas for
Deleuze, desireis a positive, productive force requiring no lack.

e Multiplicity implies individuals are not unified identities but evolving assemblages of
states and events. Molar structures imprison desire within restrictive molds by imposing
fixed identities (e.g., gender, class, socid roles).

e Lines of Flight are pathways in arhizomatic world enabling deterritorialization. They
escape rigid systems (social, political, psychological), facilitating transformation and
creativity.

e Becoming (devenir)—Deleuze’s key concept—denotes ceaseless change. Totalitarian
sects, as molar structures, neutralize this process through repression.

e Deterritoridization breaks fixed patterns; sects counter it with extreme
reterritorialization, confining all aspects of life.

e Body without Organs (BwO) is a presupposition for identity—a state of unstructured,
liberated desire. Molar structures dismember the BwO into controllable parts through
hierarchical divisions (e.g., functional organs).

4. Analysis

e InAsfar-e Kataban, the Jewish community is portrayed as a molar structure
(hierarchical/static) suppressing lines of flight and becoming through inflexible rituals.

e InRud-e Ravi, the sect creates a disciplinary apparatus by publicly punishing dissenters,
curbing desire. Shaving Aghdas’ hair under the pretext of an assassination attempt not
only punishes her body but purges her gender identity—a negation of multiplicity
(multigenderedness) and symboalic violence framing femininity as"sin."

e The academic collaboration between Saeed Bashiri (Muslim) and Aghlima Ayubi
(Jewish) in Asfar-e Kataban exemplifies a Deleuzian rhizomatic network resisting
arborescent sectarianism. Y et, lines of flight ultimately lead nowhere.

e InMalakan-e ‘Adhab, the son ascends to his father’s sheikhdom throne but recognizes
the father’s death as a sSsimulacrum designed to deceive followers, prompting his escape.

5. Conclusion

A Deleuzian analysis of Aboutorab Khosravi’s trilogy reveals sectarianism not merely as a socio-
religious phenomenon but as a repressive molar structure. Khosravi employs fluid, polyphonic
narratives to expose sectarian mechanisms—from suppressing individual desires to negating
multiplicity—through hierarchical, non-rhizomatic power relations.
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Abstract

One of the controversial issues in contemporary Persian poetry is the formation
and spread of the postmodern poetry movement; a movement that has also formed
two extremely extreme and opposing positions in criticism; as opposed critics
evaluate it as a movement against the noble and transcendental approach of
classical poetry and the result of the unwritten, immature, impressionable,
imitative, trandational and hasty behavior of the numerous young generation,
while the opposing group considers its emergence and spread to be in accordance
with the living environment of today's generation. In this essay, the author seeks to
answer the question of what cultural discoursesin Iran are the result of postmodern
Iranian poetry, with a discursive approach and analytical method. And how do the
components of this type of poetry relate to the discourses that govern society? The
aim of this research is to show that athough the impact of the global wave
influenced by the West, the role and contribution of trandation and sometimes
imitation cannot be denied in Iranian postmodern poetry, considering such a wide
and diverse movement as the result of only one factor is an anti-critical approach.
Here, believing in the principle that literature and poetry of any period are a
reflection of social, political, and cultural factors and a significant part of the
dominant discourse of that period, it aims to explain, using discourse theory that
postmodern poetry, which has components such as polyphony, pluraism, and
relativism, is a reflection of the cultural discourse of the society in which this
worldview has emerged, not mere imitation; because a subject of this importance
cannot be created mechanically and artificialy through translation or mere
imitation.
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1. Introduction

In the second half of the 20th century, a movement emerged in the fields of art, philosophy,
politics, and literature in Western Europe, known as the Postmodernism movement. The most
important characteristic of this movement was its passionate and frantic attitude toward life,
alongside a relativistic view of the world, in contrast to the cold, rational, and mathematical
perspective of the Modernist era toward humans and society. The rapid growth of modernity in
the 20th century, coupled with issues such as: epistemological crises, relativism, social ruptures,
the collapse of the family structure, economic and environmenta crises, world wars and mass
killings, nuclear crises, identity loss, aienation, and numerous other distressing concerns, led to
the emergence of a new wave in the Western world at the end of the second half of the 20th
century called "Postmodernism.” This wave opposed the absolutism and rationalism of modern
human thought. Over several decades, this intellectual movement turned into a global trend,
sweeping across Europe and America, and, with the aid of technological revolutions, rapidly
influenced the entire world.

Iran, too, began encountering and being affected by this movement from the 1960s onward. One
of the areas influenced by this situation was Persian poetry. Therefore, this research aims to
explore, with a comparative approach, how Persian poetry in the postmodern era connects with
other palitical, socia, and particularly cultural fields, to determine the extent to which this
poetic movement has been influenced by Western postmodern poetry and its discursive nature.
Comparative literature, due to its inherent nature, is a transnational and intercultural field,
providing an ideal ground for the creation, development, and expansion of intercultural relations
and interactions. With the help of comparative literature, we can reclaim literary forms specific
to certain cultures but not reflected in the languages and literatures of other cultures.

2. Resear ch findings
The findings of this research show that the structure of postmodern poetry aligns with the

discourse that has prevailed in Iranian society over the past few decades. As aresult, familiarity
with these discourses and the reasons for the emergence of this type of poetry provides key
insights and signs for reinterpreting innovative and forward-thinking poetry, through which we
can understand the essence of these poems. Therefore, the factors outlined in this study clearly
support our hypothesis that postmodern poetry, as both a result and a process, is significantly in
harmony with the various conditions of contemporary Iran. Although it is self-evident that, due
to extensive technological connections with the world, especially the West, it is inevitably
influenced by that atmosphere.

3. Conclusion

The result indicates that the structure of postmodern poetry isin line with the discourse that has
dominated Iranian society in recent decades, and as a result, familiarity with the discourses and
reasons for the creation of this type of poetry provides keys and signs for rereading innovative
and progressive poems, through which we can take a shortcut to the inner understanding ofthese
poems. Therefore, the factors stated in this essay well prove our assumption that postmaodern
poetry as an outcome and process is, to a considerable extent, in harmony with the various
conditions of today's Iran. Although it is very obvious that due to the extensive technological
connection with the world, especially the Western world, it is aso inevitably affected by that
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space. Undoubtedly, in recent centuries, Iran's political and economic relations with the world,
especialy the West, are not comparable to those of previous centuries. This connection has
inevitably affected the cultural situation; But this does not mean that culture has entered from
the West in a package and the country's cultural situation has been merely passive and receptive,
rather, the entry of thought and cultural products in the face of domestic culture - which itself is
a plura culture - has undergone interactions that themselves determine part of the discursive
space. For example, this same poetry genre emerged in Iran in the 1940s, but since the
discursive space surrounding it was not the result of the natural process of growth and
development, it could not become a widespread trend and continue its life. The change in the
social and political situation and the consequent ideological approach caused it to fal into a
coma for severa decades and again, by creating a suitable background, this time very different
from that decade, which was the result of transformative events; Because it was a fundamental
revolution, an eight-year war, a growing population, a vast young generation, and emerging
from these crises, and then the onslaught of technology, it rose and, within two decades, so
dominated the literary space that no literary critic had any choice but to see it and take it
serioudly.
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Abstract

The melodic modes (gushehs) of traditional Iranian vocal music have long
been performed in close association with Persian poetry, with meter as their
common foundation. Scholars have debated whether poetic meters derive
from vocal modes or vice versa.

This study, assuming a correspondence between poetic meter and the radif
of traditional Persian music, analyzes the meters of poems used by masters
such as Abdollah Davami, Mohammad-Reza Shajarian, Nouraddin Razavi-
Serestani, Mahmoud Karimi, and Esmaeil Mehrtash in their teaching of the
radif. Using the framework of She’r-Ahang, a new system of Persian
metrics based on syllabic duration, the frequency of poetic meters across
vocal gushehs was evaluated.

The results, confirmed through analysis of fifteen gushehs performed by
Shajarian in nearly fifty recordings, indicate that rhythmic gushehs employ
fixed and specific meters, while modal gushehs typicaly use fifteen-
syllable meters (seven long and eight short syllables), with dlight variation.
Furthermore, the most frequent meters in the ghazals of Hafez, Sa‘di, and
Rumi were shown to align with those most often used in traditional vocal
music, suggesting both the deep connection of classical Persian poetry with
vocal art and the continuity of Iran’s vocal tradition since at least the
seventh century AH.

Cite this The Author: Bijan Zahirinav, B.; Arjmandifar, M. (2025). “An Examination of the Correspondence
between Poetic Meter and the Modes of Traditional Persian Music”. Literary Criticism and Rhetoric, Vol 14, Issue 2,
Ser.No. 38, Summer, (175-200). DOI:10.22059/jlcr.2025.379087.2006

oo
© The Author(s).

Publisher: University of Tehran Press.



https://orcid.org/0009-0007-8455-1844
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5184-448X
https://jop.ut.ac.ir/article_91749.html?lang=en
https://doi.org/10.22059/jlcr.2025.385717.2035

An Examination of the Correspondence between Poetic Meter and the Modes of Traditional Persian Music 176

1. Introduction

For centuries, Iranian vocal music has been performed on the foundation of Persian poetry. This
study investigates whether a correspondence exists between poetic meter and vocal gushehs and
how such alignment influences the choice of poetry in singing. Rhythm—meter in poetry and
rhythmic patterns in music—is the key element linking the two. Contrary to the common
assumption that any meter fits any gusheh, this research emphasizes the importance of metrical
compatibility, afactor often overlooked in performance practice.

Drawing on over 669 recordings by masters Abdollah Davami, Nouraddin Razavi-Serestani,
Esmaeil Mehrtash, Mahmoud Karimi, and Mohammad-Reza Shgjarian, the analysis classifies
the selected poems according to bahr, meter, and temporal weight within the She’r-Ahang
framework. The aim is to propose a modd for identifying which poetic meters are most suitable
for specific voca gushehs.

2. Resear ch findings

This study found that traditional Iranian vocal gushehs can be categorized into modal and
rhythmic groups based on their compatibility with poetic meter. Rhythmic gushehs are suited to
specific meters, whereas modal gushehs can be performed in a wider range of Persian poetic
meters. However, not all meters are appropriate; moda gushehs are best rendered in 15-syllable
meters with a temporal weight of 22, allowing a variation of up to three long syllables more or
less Furthermore, this study found that the most frequently used and most suitable Persian
poetic meters for vocal performance are the 15-syllable and 11-syllable meters..

3. Conclusion

Thus, the study confirms the hypothesis that rhythmic gushehs exhibit a complete
correspondence with the chosen poetic meter, while modal gushehs show a relative
correspondence within the 15-syllable meter range. The most frequently employed poetic meters
in the radif are the 15-syllable meters with temporal weight 22, followed by 11-syllable meters
with temporal weight 19.
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