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Extended Abstract
1. Introduction
Teaching the prosody of Persian poetry to non-Persian speakers remains one of the greatest
challenges faced by Orientalists who have conducted research on Persian verse. Given this, it is
essential to examine their works and critically assess their viewpoints. Although many scholars
educated in Europe-such as Ahmad Tafazzoli, Abolhassan Najafi, and Omid Tabibzadeh-or
those familiar with French literature, like Parviz Natel Khanlari, have shown attention to the
works of Orientalists, none of them have sought to republish or highlight these ideas with the
aim of enriching the understanding of Persian poetic meter. Apart from Abolhassan Najafi -who
devotes a section of his book to analyzing E.G. Browne's method for classifying Persian meters-
other authors have only cited Orientalist scholarship in passing, primarily for documentation
purposes. In contrast, the present study aims to evaluate the extent of Orientalists' influence on
expanding our knowledge of Persian poetic meter-both pre-Islamic and post-Islamic-and to
categorize their approaches based on the following four questions:
1. Into how many categories can the Orientalists' works on teaching Persian prosody to non-
Persian speakers be divided, and what is the academic value of each?
2.To what extent have differing methodological approaches among Orientalists influenced
the reproduction of instructional works on Persian prosody for non-native learners?
3. How effective has each Orientalist been in acquiring expertise in Persian poetic meter and
accurately conveying these concepts to non-Persian-speaking audiences?
4. Based on educational criteria, which is the most comprehensive and valuable book for
teaching Persian poetic meter to non-native speakers?

2. Methodology

Only a limited number of Orientalists have conducted focused research on Persian poetic meter.
Their works can be divided chronologically into two major groups: those studying pre-Islamic
meter and those addressing post-Islamic developments. With access to Mandaean and
Manichaean manuscripts unearthed in the Turfan region of China, early Orientalist studies are
considered primary sources and remain among the most authoritative references on the topic. In
contrast, many later works are essentially flawed reproductions of Persian treatises on prosody,
often lacking translation and thus remaining largely inaccessible. However, E.G. Sutton has
offered a well-documented overview of Orientalist contributions to the study of classical
Persian meter, and Gilbert Lazard has similarly presented a comprehensive background on pre-
Islamic Persian metrics. These foundational studies have significantly shaped the structure of
the present article. In more recent decades, Western scholars have advanced the field by
proposing original theories about the nature of Persian meter. The essential distinction between
a theorist and a researcher in this domain lies in their approach: while the researcher tends to
categorize and describe meters, the theorist focuses on the underlying nature and function of
poetic rhythm. This article examines and compares the works of both types.

3. Results
Orientalist efforts to adapt Persian prosodic treatises into European languages have led to
methodological variations that, in turn, have shaped the content of their works. Their scholarly
goals may be categorized into four types: translation, critical editing, comparative analysis, and
theoretical interpretation.
A. Translation: Scholars like Riickert and Garcin de Tassy belong to the translation group.
Their works aimed to reproduce and render classical Persian treatises on traditional prosody
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into European languages. Due to the complexities of traditional metrics, they avoided core
technical discussions and conveyed only a superficial overview of the subject.

B. Critical Editing: Blochmann stands out as the only Orientalist who critically edited
Persian prosodic treatises. His edition of Saifi Bukhari's Arud and Jami's Qafiyah remains
the most accurate to date, including both full translations and the original Persian texts.

C. Analytical Study: E.G. Sutton is the only Orientalist who successfully combined an
awareness of the historical development of Persian meter with appropriate research
methodology. His analysis stands out for its depth and clarity.

D. Comparative Study: Although Garcin de Tassy claimed to produce the first comparative
study of Persian, Arabic, Turkish, and Urdu poetic meters, the lack of depth and rigor in his
work relegates him to the category of translator. In contrast, Justine Landau's Metrical and
Rational is a superior example of comparative Orientalist scholarship on Persian prosody.

E. Notational Discrepancies: There is no standardized system among Orientalists for
marking meter with symbols like "-" and "U". Some follow left-to-right notation like
English, while others emulate the right-to-left direction of Persian and Arabic in their
transliterations.

F. Zihaf (Prosodic Variants): Many Orientalists openly expressed confusion regarding the
concept of zihaf (metrical variation) in Persian, reducing it to a minor aspect and largely
ignoring its importance. Only E.G. Sutton presents a nuanced treatment of this concept.

G. Educational Perspective: Sutton and Blochmann approached Persian meter with an emphasis
on accurate instruction, while most other Orientalists treated it as a subfield within broader
literary studies, often grouping prosody, rhetoric, and rhyme into a single treatise.

H. Influence of Saifi Bukhari: Saifi Bukhari's Arud is the most widely recognized Persian
treatise among Western scholars. Following Gladwin's edition, it served as a primary
source for many, including Blochmann, Sutton, and Thiessen, in their instructional
materials on Persian prosody.

I. Theoretical Ambiguity: While many scholars-both Western and Iranian -have accepted
Henning's theories, the structure of Middle Persian meter remains obscure and
insufficiently explained. Even Iranian researchers have pointed out these limitations,
although theorists like Hayes have offered more coherent and widely accepted
interpretations that have yet to be seriously challenged.

4. Conclusion

This study is the first of its kind to systematically assess the influence of Orientalists on our
understanding of Persian poetic meter across historical periods. The classification of Orientalist
contributions into the four categories of translation, editing, comparison, and analysis aligns
precisely with the content of their works. Among all reviewed works, E.G. Sutton's Persian
Metres emerges as the most suitable and comprehensive guide for teaching Persian poetic meter
to non-native speakers. Unfortunately, despite its significance and frequent citation, the book
has not been translated into Persian. Notably, Abolhassan Najafi praised Sutton's classification
system as the most effective framework for understanding Persian meter. Therefore, this article
recommends the translation of Sutton's work into Persian, despite the challenges involved.
Finally, although Henning's theories have gained widespread acceptance, the inherent
ambiguities and exceptions noted by scholars like Shaked suggest that Middle Persian meter
remains an unresolved issue. In contrast, Hayes's theoretical approach, despite some minor
flaws, appears both compelling and irrefutable, with no serious rebuttals to date.
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1. Introduction

The archetypal-mythological theory is known by the name of the great Swiss psychologist and
philosopher; Carl. G. Jung and his students and followers, and by works such as Psychology of
the Unconscious, Dream Analysis, Four Symbols, Memories, Dreams and Reflections, and of
course the famous work Man and His Symbols. The background of Jung’s discussion of the
“collective unconscious” in the development and expansion of the individual unconscious,
fantasy images and archetypes can be studied and examined in the psychoanalytic theory of his
colleague; Sigmund Freud; as the anthropology and mythology of Strauss (Claude. Lévi.
Strauss) and Frazer (James Frazar) are also noteworthy in this field. On the other hand, the
dependence and intertwining of symbols, myths, epics, legends, and stories is such that in
Freudian psychoanalytic studies, stories and legends are reduced to myths; as Andrew. E. Long
has considered stories to be the most basic form of myth. With the same approach, it can be
admitted that epics are also created from the context of myths, and the ancient, timeless, and
mythical history of the Indo-Iranian peoples also proves this hypothesis.

2. Theoretical Foundations

“archetypes are one of the reasons for turning to crypticism.” and even a critic like Northrop
Frye considers “archetype” to be equivalent to “symbol.” With this description and considering
that Simin Daneshvar's works, and especially her long story, can be studied and examined as a
suitable context and a meeting place for various symbols, rituals, religions, and myths of
nations, archetypes or the inherited contents of the collective unconscious and prototype images,
which are seen as archetypes of the demon, hero, castle, cave, mother's womb, Hazrat Khidr, the
color green, shadow, mask, travel rituals, the properties of numbers, sleep and dreams, mirror,
wandering nightingale, orange and bergamot trees, etc.

3. Discussion and Analysis

A. Simin Daneshvar (1911-1991) was the first woman to write fiction in a new style and
context, and was also a translator, critic, and person with a poetic flair. She took a different
path in writing fiction from the very beginning, by addressing the topic of “The Science of
Aesthetics and Beauty in Persian Literature...”. Of course, her studies in the field of
aesthetics at Stanford University and the publication of stories in English in literary
magazines made the choice of this style and path more prominent.

B. She was familiar with Islamic teachings, the Bible (Old Testament and New Testament),
Hindu religions and sects, and many rituals and beliefs, myths and epics, art and literature,
history, culture, and so on. Her works are a comprehensive mirror of the reflection of these
elements and components; as well as containing numerous quotes from thinkers, writers, and
world leaders. He knew the past and present of Persian literature, literary, artistic, mystical
texts and works, and the history of Iran, and he presented a very valuable treasure trove of
references, guarantees, adaptations, etc. from poets and writers to the reader in his works.

C. One of his stylistic features in the field of language is that he knew the Persian language and
the varieties, accents, and dialects of many of its regions, especially the city of Shiraz and
areas from Fars Province to eastern regions such as Qaenat and the neighborhoods of
southern Tehran. He was familiar with the elements and components of literature and
popular culture, a reflection of which is seen in the plot of the legend of the Orange and
Bergamot (citron) Girl, the Island of Wandering, Sarban sargardan (the sarban wander).
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4. Conclusion

Simin Daneshvar can be introduced as the first and most prominent Iranian female writer with a
distinctive and unique style and context, and her works are considered a vast and very valuable
treasure that can be criticized, examined, and analyzed with different approaches and from
various perspectives. One of the capacities and assets of this author’s works is the ability to be
drawn into various fields of contemporary criticism and theory, especially Freud’s
psychoanalytic criticism and Jung’s archetypal and mythological criticism. By studying and
examining Daneshvar’s novels, we find that the author, with full awareness of the presence and
role of the parrot in the stories of the parrot novels and the spiritual Masnavi, the Asrarname,
and the like, has, with innovation in a different creation, replaced the “parrot” construct with
“parrot and parrot” and has also expanded and broadened its role and function. The scholar's
parrot is a manifestation of the "unconscious conscience and messenger of the confident soul"
that manifests itself in various forms. That everyone has a parrot's symbolic form until the end
of their lives and in all situations, and that the parrot has the power to do anything except death,
and that raising awareness and awakening, helping to overcome fear, helping to restore lost
peace, advising to love and be in love, delaying love and not giving in to physical desires, and
the like are also among the most important functions or capabilities of this symbolic form.
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Anvari-e Abivardi is one of the great poets of the sixth century AH. His fame in the history of
Persian literature is mostly due to his writing of technical odes. But apart from this, he is also
considered one of the influential poets in the Persian ghazal tradition; in such a way that he can
be considered one of the main role models of Saadi, one of the peaks of Persian ghazal, in ghazal
writing. The themes of the ghazals of these two poets are mostly expressions of romantic states,
the mysteries of love, descriptions of the lover's states and his need for the beloved. Apart from
the thematic similarities, by examining and comparing the rhetorical and linguistic features of
Anvari's and Saadi's ghazals, one can further understand the stylistic aspects of this influence.
Researchers have written about the grammatical, syntactic and linguistic aspects in which
Saadi's influence on Anvari is seen; for example, the similarity of the two poets in the rhetorical
use of prepositions. By reflecting on the rhetoric of these two poets, we find that one of the
common symbols in their rhetoric is the way they use lexical repetitions. In such a way that
repetition in the speech of these two poets has an artistic, aesthetic and distinctive aspect. In this
study, an attempt has been made to make a comparison between the rhetorical repetitions of
Anvari and Saadi so that through this, the rhetorical development of Persian ghazal in the poetic
relations between Anvari and Saadi can be addressed with a more precise view. For this
purpose, an attempt was first made to present a definition of repetition as a rhetorical art within
the framework of this study; in a way that it is distinct from technics such as Jenas and
Alliteration or Radif and rhymes. Repetition in this study means repeating a word with the same
lexical meaning in the form of a verse, and rhetorical or artistic repetition is a type of lexical
repetition that has an aesthetic and artistic aspect. In the author's opinion, what makes repetition
artistic is that the poet repeats the word in a way that, apart from simple repetition, adds new
artistic and literary value to his speech. Based on this definition, the types of rhetorical repetition
in Anvari's ghazal were discussed; by specifying the artistic methods of his repetitions in ten
categories, this issue was compared in the rhetoric of Anvari's and Saadi's ghazals. Among the
results of this research, one is that it was determined that rhetorical repetition in Anvari's poetry,
like Saadi's, has a high and decisive frequency. Another is that Anvari's interest in simple word
repetition was slightly higher than Saadi's, but Saadi's use of rhetorical and artistic repetitions
was slightly superior to Anvari's.
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Anvari-e Abivardi (? - 1187?) is one of the prominent poets of the sixth lunar century who is
mostly known in the history of Persian literature for his odes. Some have considered him one of
the three prophets of Persian poetry. According to the publication of Modarres Razavi, Anvari
composed 322 ghazals. His innovations in romantic and lyrical speech have caused modern
scholars to pay more attention to Anwari as a ghazal writer than in the past, and due to the
number of ghazals and the language and style of ghazal writing, they consider him one of the
greatest poets who played a prominent role in the transformation of ghazal writing from the
Khorasani period to the Iragi period.

Some scholars have pointed out that Anvari is a ghazal writer with a unique style and
innovation, and a century later, Saadi was influenced by him in the style of ghazal writing.

Anvari and Saadi are two of the most prominent lyricists in the history of Persian literature,
and understanding and receiving the secrets of their speech requires paying attention to many
points that they have observed, and due to the fluidity and naturalness of the language of their
ghazals, these details are less noticeable. Among the many features that make Saadi's speech
similar to Anvari's, one of the most striking aspects of similarity is the place of rhetoric in their
ghazals. In fact, what we refer to as the "language" of Anvari's and Saadi's ghazals is an
interwoven fabric of rhetoric and language, and can be explained mainly by examining
rhetorical characteristics. One of these points is the highlighting of artistic repetitions; an art that
may not be apparent at first glance. Since several writers and researchers have pointed out the
influence of Anvari's speech on Saadi's ghazal, it is necessary to examine the art of repetition in
Anvari's poetry and to find out whether he, like Saadi and before him, was aware of the artistic
capacities of repetition or not. This helps the researcher in examining the aesthetic development
of the Persian ghazal tradition and ultimately provides an insight into some of the rhetorical and
linguistic characteristics that place Anvari and Saadi at the forefront of orators and ghazal
writers in the history of Persian literature. In the present study, the aim is to reveal another
aspect of the art of these two masters of Persian poetry by comparing rhetorical repetitions and
their rhythm and types in Anvari's and Saadi's ghazals.

In this study, repetition is an art of repetition; it means the use of a word within a stanza or a
verse that is repeated more than once and with the same meaning.

This can have rhetorical value if the poet is skilled, otherwise, if it does not cause weakness
of speech, it is at best neutral and useless. Repetition in speech is like a double-edged sword
whose artistic application is by no means simple, and if its nuances are not observed, it is itself
one of the defects of literary speech.

The framework of this research is 322 Anvari's ghazals as published by Modarres Razavi. In
this way, an attempt was first made to separate the examples that had the art of repetition from
among the verses of his ghazals. Naturally, the author does not claim to have extracted all the
cases of repetition in Anvari's ghazals; perhaps there are examples that have remained hidden
from his eyes. However, since he is confident that he has reviewed all the ghazals with the aim of
identifying the art of repetition, these unseen examples are probably no more than ten percent.

In the next step of the research, an attempt was made to identify and list Anvari's patterns for
creating artistic repetition after examining the verses that have repetition. In this case, the author
does not claim to have understood all of Anvari’s rhetorical repetition techniques; rather, he hopes
to have identified at least the most common and popular Anvari artistic techniques in this regard.

In the next step, examples of Anvari’s poetry are given for each rhetorical technique.
Naturally, it is not possible to mention all the examples and evidence in this space.

Finally, after listing and identifying Anvari’s techniques in artistic repetition, these
techniques and methods are compared and evaluated with Saadi’s repetition methods in order to
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obtain, as much as possible, a more accurate and clearer picture of Anvari’s and Saadi’s
rhetorical skills.

As mentioned, the basis for defining rhetorical repetition in this study is the stanza or verse,
and we are not concerned with the repetitions of letters, phrases, sentences, and themes. Also,
cases such as puns or radif, because they are separate industries or techniques, are outside the
scope of our work.

According to the data from Anvari's ghazals, it seems that he has specific patterns for artistic
enrichment of word repetition:

A. Naturally, some repetitions are simple and do not have a specific rhetorical pattern. In this
way, a word appears twice in a verse in a simple form. Simple means that it does not have any
of the features that will be discussed later.

B. Another part of Anvari's repetitions is those that - according to the definition of this
research - are rhetorical and artistic. Our basis for considering these cases as rhetorical is that in
addition to the simple repetition of the word, they have another feature.

With this perspective, we have tried to find out by reflecting on Anvari's repetitions what his
most prominent techniques are for making the language of the ghazal more artistic. Naturally,
the author does not claim to know all of Anvari's artistic techniques within the scope of his
research. Perhaps with further reflection or a different perspective, the list presented can be
added. In the following, ten frequent ways in Anvari's rhetorical repetitions are mentioned and
evidence will be cited.

. Repetition of a word more than twice

. Repetition of a pair of words or more

. Repetition of words in different ironic phrases

. Repetition of a word in a complementary role with different suffixes

. Repetition of a word with different morphological forms

. Repetition in a way that creates a basis for creating an additional art of repetition
. Repetition of words in reverse

. Types of rad and tasdir

. Attributing a repeated word to two different people

10. Artistic repetition of a verb

Finally, in 322 Anvari's ghazals according to Modarres Razavi's edition, which includes
2164 verses, 639 verses (29.5 percent) were found to have lexical repetition in the meaning
intended by this study.

Among the 639 verses that have the art of repetition, 416 verses (65%) have rhetorical
repetition, using one or more of the ten techniques, and 223 verses (35%) do not. This statistic
indicates that the frequency of rhetorical repetitions in Anvari's ghazal is higher than simple
repetitions.

Also, in Anvari's ghazal language, like Saadi's, most rhetorical repetitions are from the
grammatical category of nouns, and postpositional adjectives do not play a significant role in his
rhetorical repetitions. Accordingly, it can be assumed that one of the secrets of the stability of
his ghazal is this minuteness.

Based on these data, it can be said that Anvari's use of repetition in his ghazal is slightly
more than Saadi's (9%). However, what gives Saadi's repetitions more artistic value is that 72%
of his repetitions include one or more rhetorical tricks, while this feature is seen in 65% of
Anvari's repetitions. Furthermore, by reviewing and comparing the rhetorical techniques of
repetition in Saadi's and Anvari's ghazals, we find that Saadi's speech benefits from more
diverse methods.
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1. Introduction

The Persian mystical prose of the sixth/twelfth century stands as one of the richest periods of
Islamic literary culture, producing masterpieces that blend Qur’anic exegesis, Sufi doctrine, and
ornate rhymed prose. Among these, two works have attracted particular attention for their stylistic
brilliance and spiritual depth: Kashf al-Asrar wa ‘Uddat al-Abrar (The Unveiling of Secrets and
the Provision of the Pious) by Rashid al-Din Maybudi, and Rawh al-Arwah fi Sharh Asma’ al-
Malik al-Fattah (The Repose of Spirits in the Commentary on the Names of the King, the Opener)
by Ahmad Sam‘ani. Both works were composed within a single decade (520-529 AH / 1126—
1135 CE), and both belong to the literary tradition of the school of Herat, characterized by a
heightened, musical style of didactic and mystical exposition. A close comparative reading,
however, reveals a phenomenon that has not yet been fully accounted for: an enormous number of
parallel passages, ranging from single phrases to lengthy paragraphs, are virtually identical or
display only minor variations across the two texts. The sheer extent of this textual overlap—far
exceeding what can be explained by common sources or mere stylistic affinity—raises the
fundamental question of the direction and nature of the literary relationship between these two
works. This article sets out to determine which author is the source and which is the borrower, and
to analyze the mechanisms through which this borrowing was carried out.

2. Literature Review

Prior scholarship on these two works has largely developed along separate tracks.
Maybudi’s Kashf al-4srar has been the subject of numerous studies concerning its sources, its
tripartite structure (literal translation, exegesis, and mystical allegorization), and its connection to
the teachings of the enigmatic “Pir-e Hari” (the Elder of Herat), whom ShafiT Kadkani has
conclusively identified as a figure distinct from Khwajah ‘Abdullah Ansari. Sam‘ani’s Rawh al-
Arwah, meanwhile, has been edited and analyzed primarily for its own doctrinal content and its
place within the Sam‘ani family’s scholarly output. However, a handful of studies have ventured
into a direct comparison of the two texts. Notably, Mahdavi, Balii, and Miisavi Sangdehi, in a pair
of articles (1399 and 1400 Sh./2020-2021), applied Genette’s theory of transtextuality to shared
narratives in the two works and concluded that Raw# al-4rwah was the hypotext and Kashf al-
Asrar the hypertext—in other words, that Maybudi borrowed from Sam‘ani. Similarly, Najjar
Nubart and her colleagues (1402 Sh./2023) argued in a comparative stylistic study that Maybudi
was influenced by Sam‘ani. The present study fundamentally rejects these conclusions. It
demonstrates, through an array of textual, historical, and codicological evidence, that the direction
of borrowing is precisely the opposite: Sam‘ani appropriated extensively from Maybudi. In doing
so, it not only corrects the scholarly record but also contributes to a more nuanced understanding
of intertextual practices in classical Persian Sufi literature.

3. Materials and Methods
The present study adopts an analytical-comparative method, based on a thorough collation of the
two printed texts: Maybudi’s Kashf al-Asrar(ed. ‘Ali Asghar Hikmat, 1371 Sh.) and
Sam‘ant’s Rawh al-Arwah (ed. Najib Mayil Haravi, 1384 Sh.). A large corpus of parallel passages
was compiled, and the variants were systematically categorized into five types of appropriation:
1. Verbatim appropriation: the exact replication of a passage without any change.
2. Amplificatory appropriation: the borrowing of a passage with the addition of new
phrases, sentences, or Quranic citations.
3. Abbreviatory appropriation: the borrowing of a passage with the deletion of certain elements.
4. Transpositional appropriation: the borrowing of a passage in which words, phrases, or
sentences are rearranged.
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5. Composite appropriation: a combination of the above types, often involving both

additions and deletions alongside minor lexical changes.

To determine the direction of borrowing, the study relies on several converging criteria. First,
the historical record firmly establishes the priority of Kashf al-4srar: Maybudi began his work in
520 AH, while Sam‘ani completed his in 529 AH. Second, the sheer disparity in volume is
telling—Raw? al-4rwah is less than one-tenth the length of Kashf al-Asrar—making it far more
probable that the smaller text excerpts from the larger one than the reverse. Third, stylistic analysis
reveals that Maybudi is consistently explicit about his method and his debt to the concise tafsir of
Pir-e Hari, which he deliberately expanded with his own literary artistry. Sam‘ani, by contrast,
provides no such transparent framework and, crucially, has a documented history of unattributed
borrowing, as evidenced by his verbatim lifting of a passage on the Prophet’s ascension from
Bukhari’s Sharf al-Ta ‘arruf without any acknowledgment. Fourth, the possibility of later scribal
interpolation was examined. While the manuscript tradition of Raw# al-4rwah is indeed marked
by a period of misattribution and textual confusion, the seamlessness with which the borrowed
passages are integrated into the fabric of Sam‘ani’s argument—jpreserving thematic coherence and
stylistic flow—suggests authorial agency rather than the clumsy insertion of a copyist. The
historical tendency of scribes to introduce corruption rather than skillful, creative synthesis further
weakens the likelihood of large-scale scribal intervention.

4. Discussions and Conclusion

The analysis of the gathered evidence leaves little room for doubt: Rawk al-Arwah is, to a
remarkable extent, a creative reworking of material taken from Kashf al-4srar. The
appropriations are not merely incidental echoes but constitute a foundational compositional
technique. Entire rhetorical periods, polished similes, chains of invocation, and even extended
mystical allegories reappear in Sam‘ani’s text, often with only superficial adjustments. The
amplificatory and composite types, in particular, show that Sam‘ani did not simply copy but
actively re-created his source by weaving in new Quranic verses, hadith references, and his own
rhetorical flourishes. Yet this creative impulse is shadowed by a conspicuous failure to credit his
source. A telling example is Sam‘an1’s treatment of a passage that Maybudi faithfully attributes
to “Pir-e Tariqat”; in Rawh al-Arwah, the attribution is reduced to a vague “such as they say,”
effectively erasing the chain of transmission and claiming the insight as his own.

This conclusion stands in stark opposition to the earlier studies that posited Maybudi as the
borrower. Those arguments, advanced primarily by Mahdavi, Bala, Masavi Sangdehi, and
Najjar Nubari, are undercut by the weight of historical chronology, the comparative volume of
the texts, and the clear evidence of Sam'ani’s patterns of unattributed quotation elsewhere. The
present article demonstrates that a superficial application of intertextual theory, without rigorous
philological and chronological groundwork, can lead to entirely inverted conclusions.

From a broader perspective, the case of Kashf al-Asrar and Rawh al-Arwah illuminates the
complex nature of textual production in the Persian mystical tradition. It shows that the boundary
between creative adaptation (igtibas) and literary appropriation (intizal) could be fluid and
problematic. While Sam‘ant’s amplificatory technique and stylistic reworking reveal a genuine
literary talent, his systematic omission of any acknowledgment of his source pushes his practice
into the gray zone of literary ethics. The study thus calls for a more sensitive, evidence-based
approach to the study of intertextuality in classical Islamic texts—one that combines the tools of
literary theory with the meticulous methods of textual criticism. Ultimately, the article affirms
that Kashf al-4srar is the primary text and that the textual borrowings flow in a single, extensive
current from Maybudi to Sam‘ani, offering a compelling case study in the politics of authorship,
the mechanisms of textual transmission, and the re-creation of mystical prose in pre-modern Iran.
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aims to demonstrate that Hafez, in light of the absence of punctuation marks in earlier
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Extended Abstract

Russian Formalists assign special importance to literary devices in their structuralist theory and
believe that, as the space in which artistic creation takes place, only literary devices are open to
scholarly study. In Persian literary tradition, such devices have been examined within the field
of rhetoric. Kazazi places aesthetics in contrast to rhetoric. Undoubtedly, no word can be
replaced perfectly by a single equivalent in another language; however, with some flexibility,
this translation may be accepted. Scholars of aesthetics in our rhetorical texts have raised
thoughtful discussions since ancient times, and apart from the study of Discourse Analysis ,the
remaining topics, especially certain aspects of bayan and badi', can still be observed in
contemporary academic courses.In this article, by referring to Persian literary texts and drawing
upon them, and relying on Russian Formalist theory, we have addressed issues that have not yet
received sufficient scholarly attention: literary plagiarism in the past, the concept of the hidden
text in the present and within Formalist theory, and the literary device of quotation (tazmin) and
its position in the ghazals of Hafez and earlier poets.

In this library-based study, our question is whether Iranian poets, particularly Hafez, placed
quotations and influences from other writers in a specific section of their ghazals. Can rhetorical
research still be regarded as an open field for further investigation? Our aim is to present new
discussions in aesthetics and also to demonstrate that Hafez consciously placed many instances
of influence and quotation in either the opening or closing verse of his ghazals.

In our time, the belief in the existence of an artistic audience for poets in their own era is an
established reality. Because of the knowledge and literary competence of such audiences, poets
could incorporate the verses and hemistiches of others without mentioning the original author’s
name. In later periods, however, this practice exposed poets to accusations of literary theft. In
Marzban-nameh, we encounter a scene depicting the presence of an author and the gradual
publication of his work in the Nizamiyyah of Isfahan (Varavini, 1363: 29-30). This account
serves as evidence for the existence of such audiences. From Varavini’s narrative, it can be
inferred that among cultural circles of earlier times, the concept of an “artistic audience” also
existed. Accordingly, many of Hafez’s verses that allude to the works of others without naming
them may have been composed with the awareness of such readers in mind. Yet an important
point is that many of these borrowed verses and phrases appear at the beginning or the end of
the ghazal. It seems that, following an unwritten convention among poets, Hafez repeatedly
attempted to place these quotations and borrowings at the opening or conclusion of his poems.
Similar examples can be found in other poetic collections as well. One may therefore assume
that poets designated a special position for quotation and allusion to the works of others. The
absence of punctuation marks during that period may have been one reason for this practice.
Hafez’s quotation at the end of one of Anvari’s ghazals constitutes the first piece of evidence
supporting our claim.

In this article, relying on Russian Structuralist theory, we have pursued this issue in Hafez’s
poetry and have substantiated our findings through clear evidence. The theory of the hidden text
emerges from Russian Structuralism and takes shape as an independent theory in the work of
Kristeva. Through defamiliarization, poets and writers make use of worn-out themes inherited
from others and revive them through renewed motivation. In Shklovsky’s theory, this return of
ancient themes is described as the “resurrection of words.” According to the theories of Russian
Formalism and Structuralism, literary devices are sometimes active and sometimes remain in
the background. A poet or writer may adopt a motif from others and rework it in a more artistic
form, thereby creating what is called “defamiliarization.” Part of this phenomenon may be
associated with the classical rhetorical discussions of borrowing or literary theft. However, from
the perspective of modern theories, this practice is not theft; rather, through the principle of
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defamiliarization and the reintroduction of old themes, it becomes a “resurrection of words”
(Frye, 1391: 119).Within literary criticism, the study of how poets and writers are influenced by
others has generated extensive discussions. One aspect of this inquiry concerns examining a
poet’s intellectual and literary reading archive, or in other words, identifying the hidden texts
within a literary work. In Persian literature, because of the breadth of Hafez’s reading, his Divan
may be the most suitable source for such research. His extensive mastery of the works of Iranian
writers and poets is an evident fact for researchers.

Quotation (tazmin) is itself a rhetorical device; however, influence is not limited to this
figure alone. A poet may also draw upon the words and concepts of others within a verse, and
this issue belongs to the domain of the hidden text. Likewise, among earlier theorists, Jurjani
defined allusion (talmih) differently and included references to poetry within his definition.
Thus, some forms of influence may be considered a subtype of allusion.

The concept of allusion in Al-Mu‘jam bears no relation to the meaning assigned to it in
contemporary rhetorical works. In fact, Shams-e Qays defined allusion as brevity in contrast to
verbosity: “Allusion is when a few words signify many meanings. Lamh means the flash of
lightning, and a lamhah is a single glance. When a poet composes in such a way that a few
words convey many meanings, this is called allusion. This device is more admired by eloquent
speakers than verbosity” (Shams-e Qays, 1388: 383).

In summarizing these discussions, it should be noted that in some earlier rhetorical works,
because of the relationship between quotation, allusion, and borrowing, these topics were
examined under the category of literary theft. Later scholars, however, rejected this approach by
distinguishing their definitions. While some quotations may create the impression of plagiarism,
the same cannot be said of allusion. Allusion is merely a reference to a story, poem, or verse and
not a direct borrowing from others.

By considering the concept of the hidden text within Structuralist theory and applying it to
discussions of influence and quotation, this article raises a new and previously unexplored idea:
poets, and Hafez in particular, seem to have followed an unwritten convention by placing many
instances of quotation and influence in the first or last verse of the ghazal. Through substantial
evidence, we have demonstrated this conclusion and proposed several reasons for it. In earlier
times, within governmental courts and literary gatherings, the presence of artistic audiences
familiar with poetry reduced the need for poets to identify their original sources. Such
knowledgeable audiences made it unnecessary for poets to cite the source of influence, quotation,
or borrowing. Nevertheless, a poet’s caution, or perhaps an unwritten agreement among poets,
appears to have encouraged them to reserve a specific place for quotation and borrowing.

Given the importance of the hidden text in every poet’s work, the absence of punctuation
marks in that era—which made it difficult to identify quotations—may be regarded as another
reason for placing certain quotations and influences at the beginning or end of a ghazal.
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Literary criticism in Afghanistan two last decades, concurrent with the expansion of
literary and cultural activities, has witnessed a remarkable growth and proliferation of
sources, academic theses and journalistic criticism; nevertheless, this quantitative
expansion has failed to lead to the formation of a coherent, sustained and
methodologically grounded critical discourse and has instead resulted largely in the
accumulation of fragmented texts. The present article aims to identify and systematically
analyze the conceptual and structural deficiencies of literary criticism in Afghanistan by
examining the most significant domains in which theoretical weakness, methodological
inadequacy and linguistic divergence are clearly manifested and traceable. The research
adopts a descriptive—analytical method with a diagnostic approach grounded in conceptual
and structural analysis of critical texts (Criticism of poetry and story/novel). The findings
indicate that the crisis of literary criticism in Afghanistan stems primarily from the
misinterpretation of literary theories, their superficial or merely formulaic application, the
absence of a clear analytical language and the predominance of subjective judgment in
place of structured and reasoned analysis. Moreover, structural examination reveals that
deficiencies in systematic theoretical education, the prevalence of incomplete or inaccurate
translations, the absence of effective mechanisms for scholarly evaluation and the
dominance of taste-oriented approaches within the literary sphere have created conditions
for instability, fragmentation, and methodological discontinuity, while further intensifying
the persistence of this situation. These deficiencies operate in an interconnected, network-
like manner, placing literary criticism in a state of “epistemic deficiency” a condition in
which theory is not properly assimilated, methodology fails to become established and
criticism is prevented from fulfilling its role in the production of scholarly knowledge.
Overcoming this vicious cycle requires a fundamental reconstruction of theoretical
education, the strengthening of analytical methodology and the establishment of research
institutions equipped with academic journals and systematic systems of university-level
evaluation. Such reforms are essential for disciplinary coherence alone.
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1. Introduction

In the Last two decades, literary criticism in Afghanistan has expanded quantitatively due to the
growth of literary production, academic theses and journalistic criticism. Despite this expansion,
literary criticism of Afghanistan has not developed into a coherent, theory-driven and
methodologically stable discourse. A clear gap exists between the epistemological expectations
of literary criticism and its actual practice. This gap manifests in conceptual ambiguity,
methodological inconsistency, an unstable critical language and the dominance of
impressionistic or taste-based judgments. These symptoms indicate a deeper crisis in the
conceptual and structural foundations of literary criticism in Afghanistan.

2. Literature Review

Literary criticism in Afghanistan is limited, fragmented and largely lacks a coherent theoretical
and methodological framework. Early works, such as Qawim’s Collected Essays on Literary
Theory and Criticism (2011) and Mahmoud Jafari’s article “The Status of Literary Criticism in
Contemporary literature of Afghanistan” (2013) are mostly descriptive, highlighting issues like
taste-based judgment, superficial reading, and insufficient training. Yaqub Yasna’s Possible
Knowledges of the Text (2013) and Reading the Text (2014), and Yaman Hikmat’s
Encountering the Text (2014) emphasize the absence of theoretical grounding and the need for
epistemological reflection, while later works, including Emran Rateb’s Melancholy and Doubt
(2019) and Yasna’s Disenchanting Enlightenment: Against Simplification (2020), stress
methodological instability and the dominance of impressionistic readings. Overall, literary
criticism of Afghanistan remains conceptually and structurally underdeveloped. This study aims
to provide a systematic diagnostic analysis, offering a theoretical foundation for reconstructing
criticism as a knowledge-producing discipline.

3. Objectives

The main objective of this article is to identify and analyze the major conceptual and structural
deficiencies of contemporary literary criticism of Afghanistan. The study seeks to explain how
misinterpretations of literary theory, weak methodological practices and fragile institutional
structures interact to prevent criticism from functioning as a knowledge-producing discipline.
By distinguishing between conceptual and structural shortcomings, the research aims to clarify
the nature of the crisis and to outline preliminary directions for reconstructing critical discourse.

4. Methods and Theories

The research adopts a descriptive—analytical methodology with a diagnostic approach based on
conceptual and structural analysis. The deficiencies identified in literary criticism of
Afghanistan are categorized into two interrelated domains: conceptual deficiencies, which
concern the understanding and application of literary theory and structural deficiencies, which
relate to education, translation practices, institutional evaluation and the organization of critical
discourse. Each domain is analyzed in terms of its characteristics, causes and consequences.

The theoretical components of this study draws on contemporary theories of literary
criticism that emphasize reading, textual structure, signification, discourse, context and
historicity. Based on this perspective, literary criticism gains validity only when interpretation is
grounded in a coherent conceptual framework and supported by textual evidence and analytical
reasoning. The study also engages with theories of critical methodology, which stress
transparency of argumentation, methodological coherence and evaluability of interpretation. In
addition, theories of literary institutions and knowledge production are employed to situate
criticism within academic, educational and cultural structures. Insights from reader-response
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theory and hermeneutics are used to clarify the role and limits of subjectivity in critical
interpretation.

5. Discussion and Findings

The findings indicate that one of the most serious conceptual problems in literary criticism of
Afghanistan is the superficial and formulaic use of literary theory. Theories are often
encountered through incomplete translations or secondary sources and are applied without
sufficient understanding of their philosophical foundations. As a result, theory functions either
as a rigid template imposed on texts or as a decorative vocabulary that obscures analysis.
Another major issue is the dominance of taste-based and impressionistic criticism, in which
personal response replaces methodologically accountable interpretation. Additionally, the
ideological instrumentalization of criticism reduces literary texts to political or social documents
and restricts textual plurality.

At the structural level, weak theoretical education, limited access to primary theoretical texts,
inadequate translations and the absence of academic evaluation mechanisms contribute to
methodological instability. These structural deficiencies reinforce conceptual misunderstandings
and perpetuate a cycle of weak critical practice. Together, these problems create a condition of
“epistemic absence” in which theory is not internalized, methodology is not stabilized and
criticism fails to produce cumulative knowledge.

6. Conclusion

The article concludes that the crisis of literary criticism in Afghanistan results from an
interconnected network of conceptual and structural deficiencies rather than isolated failures.
Addressing this crisis requires reconstructing theoretical education, strengthening analytical
methodology and establishing institutional mechanisms for academic evaluation. Only through
the integration of theory, method and institutional support can literary criticism of Afghanistan
develop into a coherent, evaluable and knowledge-producing critical discourse.
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1. Introduction
Since the early Islamic centuries, Arabic rhetoric has served as a principal source for the
development of Persian literary theory. Among its most prominent rhetorical devices is
Iqtibas—the direct incorporation of Qur’anic verses or Prophetic hadiths into a text without
explicit citation. Despite its long-standing presence in Persian poetry and prose, the definition,
conceptual boundaries, and rhetorical status of Iqtibas remain contested. Persian treatises, often
influenced by Arabic rhetoric, present overlapping descriptions that blur its distinction from
related devices such as tazmin, ‘aqd, and talmih. This study adopts an analytical—critical
approach to formulate a coherent definition of Iqtibas, clarify its relation to adjacent figures, and
reassess its position within the science of badi‘. The central research questions are:
1. What is the precise definition and scope of Iqtibas?
2. How can it be distinguished from related devices such as tazmin, ‘aqd, and talmih?
3. Under what conditions, if any, might Iqtibas be considered a form of literary theft, and
when should it be recognized as an independent rhetorical art?
4. What errors have classical and modern rhetoricians made in identifying or exemplifying Iqtibas?
5. How can Iqtibas be interpreted in light of Gérard Genette’s theory of transtextuality and
its various modes of intertextual relation?

2. Research findings
The analysis of classical and modern rhetorical sources produced several key findings:

1. Scope of Iqtibas — The study confirms that iqtibas is limited to the direct use of Qur’anic
verses or prophetic traditions. Attempts by some modern scholars to extend the concept to
borrowed poetic lines, scientific statements, or other quotations are inconsistent with the
majority of traditional definitions and should be excluded.

2. Distinctiveness from Related Devices — Clear structural and functional boundaries
separate iqtibas from similar figures:

‘Aqd allows the borrowing of any prose passage and permits extensive modification, while

iqtibas permits only minimal changes and forbids explicit acknowledgment of the sacred source.

Tadmin involves incorporating a poetic line by another author, which lies outside the scope of
iqtibas.

Talmih merely alludes to a sacred text without quoting it verbatim, whereas iqtibas requires
exact wording.

The subcategory known as darj (insertion) shows no substantive difference from iqtibas and
should be considered identical with it.

3. Literary Status — Because Qur’anic verses and prophetic sayings are public and sacred
texts, iqtibas cannot be considered literary theft. Instead, it should be recognized as an
independent rhetorical device within bad1".

4. Theoretical Implications — While Western notions of “adaptation” differ fundamentally
from the Persian understanding of iqtibas, Genette’s theory of transtextuality offers a valuable
framework for situating iqtibas within broader intertextual relationships and for examining its
contemporary applications.

3. Conclusion

This study demonstrates that iqtibas is an autonomous rhetorical art defined by the verbatim
incorporation of Qur’anic verses or prophetic traditions without explicit citation and with only
minimal textual alteration. By delineating its conceptual limits and clarifying its distinctions
from neighboring devices, the research resolves longstanding ambiguities in Persian rhetorical
theory. Furthermore, viewing iqtibas through the lens of intertextuality not only highlights its
deep roots in the Islamic literary tradition but also opens new avenues for analyzing sacred-text
borrowings in modern Persian literature.
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