. ”»e .. &
= s dslwAlisr

e
Ml 3, 13biaw 5,Lou
YYAY-AAD
Fo by Vo linn; F bylos I F Jlo
L ylge

S e (39 58 9 CIU GleA T (Gag (aalow landl (59205 (5 Lo
s b oBae g ol o

S 32598 ot 0 580 b 32 (B3l e 1 i (Sl Gloj 53 (AIBD poRde (o) 2
Oles Liged 4]

Gobw JB sl gipasd (aBle SIS 5 JUs o cole (B liply) 59Ty
Soplb dazs (S ali oyn;

ol SN G il o pllel] Sgun SUS' (Sowo (Siag B9y (lae £95
oS M

Comatens ot 3,55 panSl (S0 b garw Jlaay Culss g (50> &,Lud» dolio Bl o)y
ole Dl (SIS LS,

SPb 1ygd 2,15 3 aSTT b caaminod (s 1dolidlisd 3 53 Comniss (o2lod b g 005 215
‘5«»19 ke ¢J.\§l¢ dgrme (S )guaie Lo (oMo .)9‘.)










£
SO g 2ol wli dollag iy

YYAYZAAD« : eIl o lailewl 5,
Fo by AFeF Lo oF & Lo IF Jlw

Ol oGy Sludl pele g Wlusl 8usiiils 1(;il) jloel o lio

(o) yd oGty HLuiil) (g yool Slg> J,:\.MM Mo
(o) yo oGl Hluiils) gobd Al T9) 1Sy

Ll Bgyo cad b dy gy Cld

PLbLb jpaio oo daw i LS o S5 Rz e
Sl oKty sl Sl oKty sl Sl olKils sl
S0 5] ol (o S year Golodaro
los g0 Jal jalse olfsls sl SLblb aslle oKl sl Slays olEils sl
s Sg0mo S w9ss
Sl oKl sl s olSzils sl
oo duol Ol doS>
Ol oKty sl ool olSzils skl
(3% dobls 55303 | 0>
deg )| o821 Sl Ol oKty sl
pade pyye 1 A1 oo
http://jlcr.ut.ac.ir :0lq jler@ut.ac.ir :aobbl, SLis

ouSzils Edlone 2185 ¢ Slsl pole g Sluol 8aSils ()l g3 oKl (oD ULs ool 5 1 SUES
<Y _PPAVYRVA ey

Ese YIVA IOARAAF 8 Less &850 Lullyy Sl g (o20) 0 doliiang s alome
Sl gi = oode B35 )eiS ole Sl S cuy s GyeneS VTAYNYIYO

:‘59’:’«5“ AilAs 2 ‘_,’JLc)Ua‘ LgL:boliﬂLg: 5o d.lm Q;“\

WWW.SILir : 5 sl Slid 4y el sl ele oledbl oKL
WWW.ISC.QOV.il : 6 il glas 4 (ISC) pdl ez pole (golunl oL
(sl Sl 4 (Ulrich) o gl solil oSl
www.Ulrich's Inter national periodicals directory (Journal, magazine)
ol Bgazes oyl 5 ol8iils Slusl pole 5 lool 8astisls (gly @YEs plod §sd>


mailto:jlcr@ut.ac.ir
http://jlcr.ut.ac.ir/
http://www.sid.ir/
http://www.isc.gov.ir/

(S g (23] A Aol yidg5»
(O Sy ol ) Alin 5 2 Lol
L;IAQ,JZJ o)l ol&Kuisls ‘_s.ilw'l pole g clhol 8aSisly i g () Udi doliiingjy doliliad

bwup v L)T )] o)Lw.o )LQ('> LYl &5 ol uw)lﬁ w%gmﬁ)p )D@J&

Ao 5 gl S5

b g bl ol puiiiio (6503 45l )3 9 Al (N 99) i g9 lidod doees by e -
295 03l yb (6,503 Alxa 4y o (59> pled

il Al sl g 485 dw 3l i LS Jle )l Ve

cip sbasl (o &5 290 (owyn Sage 2 L 6553 9 M)l Gl SVl -
bl 932 58 s pbg 2l wih o)l g cSlie dlie IS 58 ele
355 45 abolu > las S0y

sl 2025 St o5 206 4 bgin lis Ol

Ay W8l53 o35 BT & (gl i 20l 5l Ol (sl Alie Bl -

el Sl SVl il 93 dlee bl g 4l fCan] oty Bigs y dlie e gtune -

3l ojly HIIRCUD I e Wl el 05 Slusnl g i oo

e Ly Junan b 5 oo olStil g 01885 095 e ol &5y divygp JolS ol
Cygpo & g dgu 20 odiwg y (gl Aol pyd > Clasuin (pl) oljen 5l @bl
(995 (618 )b g ol sl B aun g Jaiie &S i 4 3y domio g 3 alBlas

ol A oy ol SeeyS) clps Bble ) bi i Jll -
Sl pds Sl journals.ut.ac.ir

(IS sofly oA oriu g Clasuie (lgie Wil (Lol lial cpl Jald 1L dllie -
oS 84S 5 pulie cdoma Lol 8,5 oo

85wl Gl polulyy € Jgtms 831y Cyie 23 9 bk pb S i 159l
P22 55 JBing plo g cusl 03,8 5)ly dllie Jlol floj ;> dilols 1> Jotune Biiun g3
Bl g 5] g B digp pU i sl (55970 cplpliy 3,8 131 ol & dabisees
i A ozuddy bl oduwy dlie Buting i plenl 4 e Jlo)l I LS & Jotune
s el By (2155 j9a0 e (B N5 L S T g o

55 5 oo Jb lis (Lol b L olyon Laal 5 oS5 51y aobitges o -
g Cawgn Bl g Olasuine Jo


https://jlcr.ut.ac.ir/data/jlcr/news/%DA%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C_%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF_%D9%86%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87_%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A8%DB%8C.doc
https://jlcr.ut.ac.ir/data/jlcr/news/%DA%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C_%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF_%D9%86%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87_%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A8%DB%8C.doc
https://jlcr.ut.ac.ir/data/jlcr/news/%DA%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C_%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF_%D9%86%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87_%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A8%DB%8C.doc
https://jlcr.ut.ac.ir/data/jlcr/news/%DA%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C_%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF_%D9%86%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87_%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A8%DB%8C.doc
https://jlcr.ut.ac.ir/data/jlcr/news/%DA%AF%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%87%DB%8C_%D8%AA%D8%B9%D9%87%D8%AF_%D9%86%D9%88%DB%8C%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%87_%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A6%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A8%DB%8C.doc

O e bonsd
oA b5 3yg 3 posly Laswe y3 ) jlaw Aol L B Mitra 13 (co8) ol 4 bl allis
3l e 5lo .0 plS a ca g cunly o V0 b .0 YU 5L 5 alols casly
FOu il jeS) wil bouwme L A 55kl L Times New Roman o8 L : oSSl oS>

Lo g ab a4l ,bidle bl oaSs oyl (il 4elS” YO 5l s ¢ aclS
9 ) AN e O 9

SEHILL L o )3 pluSym a5 Wl (S g nadly (imgh (g, «Bia slaisy
RV PHTH L KCS

Spgad Jold (o5lg YO+ B Ve e y0) dgaoe gloojly L allio ) nol> b 2 )6 5085 —
Bl 5 35 by bin s ol | IS

e ander VY 83161 L sty 3 Slels )l g molie o wo)lb (slS slaojly 5 0SS -

Vo Bl (gy9p5 (sla Byl o VY B3I L sl 5l (10 Ll &S ollae p2 g lajed -
D gud AL gl

4l lye p pj cwst Jaw 998 ggpd (S5 e le m b el -
Dyl ([Sidye

sl 423l (S35 o Slaess b pgd s g2 s S0 e mete 51 bl lis 3

(In Persian) 355 A8 3y50 & (gloil 1> 5 K9 des 5 wnalSl &y Aldo (glol > B )b wlio -

s ke

Sarvari, R., & Rezvani, M. (2021). “Internationalization Orientation and Export

Performance: Investigating the Mediating Effects of Export Knowledge and
Moderating Environmental Dynamism". Journal of Entrepreneurship Development,

14(3), 461-480, doi: 10.22059/jed.2021.318614.653593. (In Persian)
3 30 3| (K5 st il K3 U g ol i 31 i o 4 ) e s (slo S35 -
e 45 V) 8501 L Jo ol slea b G b

Qilo & gl )l Bgaas

O JaIb gl

by 4 (53l (Oloxhao b dxieo 151 5 )b datd 5pgete pb b cilge (SOl o) -
Dgd dide co by Canly 1 olae] aS] s s Sloxio 5l (gl € 0P

255 )18 sl S5 0abatiS o a o Sl 99,5 )8 a0gS 3D b ol e
(YIEYS DYEA s o) e 99 Lasudio yge bad b o3l o ciliske (slaals



gl slso oSBT o1 1S o 098 0ol glo )l o S 1 51 win 4y e )3 ST
b dalgs e ol P b (Sl plie 53 5 298 00 SSE i o)l

213l el ¥ g5 03l gl ) Jlo Sy 3 Gile S 5l easle Bl g 4 &5 903 -
o 9055 plote o 51 gl cole Jlo JUST ) €0 g €l by b SLb plie
Do didg € b € olpon 4 Gl Jlo «ifpe Solgls ol am ¢ I3 mlio 5
(V5 2l WAR (oollss) 2 Jlto (sl

Ll glyl =

S ael,l o

pU g U oS ol (51 pi5 &)b) Woe b ot oo pb b e (SoIgls ol -
P P ey Jome soly Cugi p i b puas (Slgls

(Wg2) ol 45 bl 05 (Sl ) & 658> Al b b8 sl

dlo @ glayl @

P 9 pL (aegsS J3) dlie (Lol plsie (1 15 &)0) Woe b il jgpite ol -
Wil 8)95 b Jl cbrs g aolibad b asliiily (Lol plyie (o2 o b gdas (Solgls
Alie 5Ll g 5T Sl 5yl

& s 5 Wl 4095 5o haid eyl i)l 2l b Alie ol (bl @b 53 -
g 0 S delibiad | abo pls Lol g o5 (Age) olows b (S50

Sl g b S 4y gla )l @

IR oo s blad ¢ S B b (o Ay b SIS ol ecdle pU il (SOl ol

Sly g comd)] pb g (oyiod b il Blad g M lsie ((So)b skl 4 gl o -
sl (908 ()RS5 e 9 whidgSee Biloud S5 (DS lasudio (958l laehidg S

Pl sLolly 4 gl )l
Sl L Ao lsie oy e g gl wilpe pb cilge Silgls ol
N ogSe glis a5 sl Sloj g «jgps B 3 (s iz 4 gla) 0By (Seig sl

25l Cawd )3 gadge o



Ol o lw

P lys dedee g9yd )l polaidl aclie & &S ) i b dllie Jie glajisy -
Ly b Aol s b bt 5 b pise 51 alold jhw S L (Lol ise
D9 o0 i B TItr cigs

etz Sl & FAT 1 le) aS jolog Y aw jlals dlie ja (b iy -
i & Al Sy dew bl gSlas claie Bylad r (] dlie pow yisu
g 480y )5 05L31 (i jleg 4 &8 FFVY 55 Jle ol

D9 6y B5lgT Bl 53 el s Lol Lails a5 Llapl 5 ysY ol -

by 31l oSl B b el el o doxbiopp (Bygly 53 el Sl (6,500 o -
2,5 )lag> B9k

98en ol el S pb il plas Cilfe o o g0y

gdise S5 Bl g sguily® g Sl lio (g 5 W0 () 5 ()8 olio ) -

g > Ve Byo a1yt ol (othgly 5 eele OMome i eaasS 4 g L o
Dyl oy ailbgy ool ad g dukey cludl

b)) 5 b o (y9p0 W sl (ylnl (S singgs oolod gl OFCId Aulis ) o
Jlol (el oaial 0S8 bl p> 51wy 9 28 pU e https:i//orcid.org colw ) dllis
igleyd pladl allis



Ao &l,ﬁ.c
) S o (5958 9 CIU (1gd ] (G (tlow jlandl (G920 (Sl 3 Lo

dld\:é)-)o oBue A9 ol 0 440

pipte o BL p (Bloge I cwd Sl Gy 3 Wy pgrde (ow)y
vy HgS 195

&Y gl JbB (sl SCuasus (a8l WIS )3 JWs 5l (SRl 59879
Sl doze (3 yald 0y

A il S Gpiol] yo plld] 395 OUS' (S (S g gy (2lime g9
xS

D350 pdSSL (S b garw Jlasy Colss g g0 4 5ludn dolie JSudai owyy
ay . e a

WY sl g @yl 5 WL ommmmod o tdolidlid 1)U 33 Comnin (lodjU g 0 s 2
ol e (ISl dgrus (5 ygain Lasw o Sde 39l






The University of
Tehran Press

Journal of

Literary Criticism and Rhetoric =
Online ISSN: 2676-7627 :

https://jalit.ut.ac.ir

Syntactic Differences in the Nimaic Poetry of Mehdi Akhavan-Sales and

Fereydoun Moshiri

Nayereh Sabet'™( | Vahid Idgah Torghabehi

1. Corresponding Author, Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: Nayereh.sabet@ut.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: Vahid.idgah@ut.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

(1-22)

Receive Date:
14 August 2026

Revise Date:
28 October 2026

Accept Date:
01 November 2026

Published online:
14 November 2026

Keywords:

When the poet’s use of language goes beyond grammatical conventions, the poet may
alter not only established norms but also the grammatical categories and functions of
words in order to convey a poetic experience. In this way, the poet may sometimes
transform almost everything conventionally expected of a particular syntactic
constituent. Yet the ways in which poets such as Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun
Moshiri exploit the possibilities of language, as well as the extent of their linguistic
interventions, are often markedly different. Akhavan consistently seeks to turn the latent
possibilities of language into active ones by reviving rare and archaic syntactic features
and, following Nima’s linguistic legacy, introducing numerous changes and innovations
into standard syntax, thereby activating another dimension of the potentialities of words.
Moshiri, by contrast, primarily works within the actual capacities of the language and
sometimes adheres closely to its syntactic principles, producing poetry that is, from this
perspective, simpler and characterized by fewer grammatical complexities. Accordingly,
through a comparative study of the “syntactic distinctions” in the Nimaic works of
Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun Moshiri, the present study seeks to determine how
these two distinct poetic approaches are manifested in syntax, and how and to what
extent syntax can be subject to various transformations and innovations.
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1. Introduction

The emergence of modern Persian poetry, particularly after the Constitutional Revolution and
the innovations of Nima Yushij, transformed the relationship between poetry and language. In
this context, syntax became a flexible poetic resource through which poets could develop
distinctive modes of expression. Among Nima’s successors, Mehdi Akhavan Sales and
Fereydoun Moshiri represent two markedly different approaches to Persian syntax.

Akhavan frequently activates latent capacities of Persian syntax by reviving archaic and
infrequent grammatical patterns and by creating innovative constructions. Moshiri, by contrast,
generally works within the established capacities of contemporary Persian and favors syntactic
clarity, fluency, and accessibility. The present study therefore identifies, examines, and
comparatively analyzes the syntactic distinctions between the Nimaic poetry of Akhavan-Sales
and Moshiri, with particular attention to syntactic deviation, structural innovation, constituent
arrangement, the revival of archaic patterns, and grammatical flexibility.

2. Literature Review

The comparison shows that the principal syntactic distinction between Akhavan and Moshiri
lies in the extent and nature of their manipulation of grammatical structure. Akhavan treats
syntax as an open and flexible system whose expressive potential can be expanded through
experimentation, whereas Moshiri generally maintains syntax as a relatively stable framework
for clear and accessible poetic expression.

One of Akhavan’s characteristic strategies is the revival of rare or nearly obsolete syntactic
patterns inherited from earlier stages of Persian literature. He incorporates such patterns into a
modern poetic context and makes them productive elements of contemporary poetic language.
He also frequently reshapes conventional sentence structures through constituent displacement.
The marked positioning of subjects and other constituents, the separation of related elements,
and the use of long sentences, parenthetical expressions, appositional structures, and multiple
modifiers can increase syntactic complexity and create semantic emphasis, rhythmic variation,
and aesthetic tension.

Akhavan’s innovations extend beyond the revival of traditional patterns. His poetry contains
constructions that test the expressive limits of Persian syntax and establish new relationships
between grammatical form and poetic meaning. Examples include distinctive arrangements of
adjectives and their heads, special uses of pronouns, consecutive prepositions, and changes in the
grammatical category or function of words. Such practices make syntactic deviation an important
component of poetic creativity and contribute to the formation of his individual poetic language.

Moshiri’s syntactic practice follows a different orientation. His deviations generally remain
within familiar literary conventions and rarely challenge established grammatical expectations. His
innovations are more often adaptations of existing poetic practices. His sentences tend to preserve
clearer constituent relations and canonical patterns, so that syntactic variation functions mainly as a
moderate stylistic resource rather than as a radical restructuring of the grammatical system.

The comparison also shows that similar devices may produce different stylistic effects in the
two poets because of the broader syntactic environments in which they occur. In Akhavan,
constituent displacement and structural expansion can delay the recognition of grammatical
relations and increase interpretive participation. In Moshiri, comparable variations generally
create less syntactic tension and leave the reader’s attention more directly focused on imagery,
emotion, and thematic development. Thus, the distinction between the two poets is qualitative
as well as quantitative: Akhavan expands and reactivates the expressive resources of Persian
syntax, while Moshiri primarily refines and balances resources already available in the
language. It also helps distinguish their individual poetic identities within the Nimaic tradition.
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3. Materials and Methods

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical method combined with a comparative approach.
The corpus consists of the Nimaic poems of Mehdi Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun Moshiri.
Data were collected through library-based documentary research, and the poems were examined
to identify instances of syntactic deviation and structural variation.

The identified examples were classified according to their grammatical characteristics and
analyzed qualitatively through close textual examination. Particular attention was given to
constituent displacement, changes in sentence structure, revival of archaic syntactic patterns,
innovative grammatical constructions, and other departures from standard Persian syntax. These
features were interpreted as potential artistic strategies rather than simply as grammatical
violations, with attention to their role in meaning, rhythm, aesthetic effect, and poetic identity.

4. Discussions and conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Akhavan Sales and Fereydoun Moshiri embody two distinct
approaches to the relationship between poetic language and grammatical structure. Although
both belong to the Nimaic tradition and occasionally depart from standard Persian syntax, the
scope and purpose of their deviations differ substantially.

Akhavan persistently expands the expressive possibilities of Persian syntax through archaic
constructions, infrequent structural patterns, constituent displacement, and innovative
grammatical formations. His poetry treats syntax as an open field of artistic creativity. These
deviations should therefore be understood not merely as violations of grammatical norms but as
deliberate strategies for generating new poetic effects and linguistic possibilities.

Moshiri follows a more conservative syntactic path. His structural variations generally
remain consistent with established literary traditions and contemporary Persian usage. His
poetry emphasizes clarity, coherence, fluency, and immediate comprehensibility, while using
syntactic flexibility to refine rather than redefine the grammatical framework.

Ultimately, syntax provides a significant basis for distinguishing the poetic identities of these
two poets. Akhavan’s language is characterized by experimentation, structural transformation,
and linguistic expansion, whereas Moshiri’s is characterized by clarity, continuity, and aesthetic
refinement. Their contrasting syntactic strategies demonstrate the flexibility of Persian poetic
language and reveal two different ways of developing modern poetry within the shared Nimaic
tradition.
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1. Introduction

In addition to the arguments, sentences may have non-argument phrase of various kinds. The
vocative phrase is one such phrase, which has not received much attention in the Persian
linguistic literature. The vocative phrase, contrary to DP arguments, is not included in the
argument structure of predicates. The vocative refers to the addressee of the sentence. Although
the vocative form is one of the earliest structures the children acquire, it has been rarely studied
syntactically. We will claim that the vocative is a syntactic object and should be part of the
grammar. Therefore, it can be analyzed, as a constituent, like the other parts of the sentence. To
do this, first it must identified as a syntactic phrase, namely, the vocative phrase. The structure
of this phrase, its feature composition and the position it occupies in the clause are among the
questions that we tackle in the article. That the vocative phrase is not an argument of the verb
seems to be why it has not received that attention it deserves in the linguistic literature.
However, it is a phrase with a high frequency in everyday use of the language with interesting
morpho-syntactic features. The phrase has several patterns; it can be realized as a common or
proper noun, with or without an adjective. It can also be a pronoun.

The main question is how “home” in The Long Night changes from a material setting into an
active component of narrative meaning. The study asks which aspects of Norberg-Schulz’s
concepts of dwelling and genius loci illuminate the two principal houses in the novel and how
the relation between inhabitants and domestic space is represented. It also considers whether the
contrast between Kamal’s paternal home and Manouchehr’s house produces a simple opposition
between tradition and modernity or a more complex pattern of attachment, pressure, attraction,
estrangement, and belonging. Particular attention is given to the ways in which space
contributes to characterization and to Kamal’s unstable sense of identity.

Norberg-Schulz developed his account of place within the context of modern architecture
while moving beyond a purely functional or abstract conception of space. Drawing on
phenomenology, he treated place as a concrete and meaningful totality formed through material
features, natural elements, boundaries, centers, paths, light, and human presence. In Genius
Loci, a place has a specific character that enables human beings to orient themselves and
identify with their environment. Dwelling, accordingly, is more than occupying a shelter; it
depends on a meaningful relation between the person and the world. These concepts are useful
for literary analysis because fictional spaces also gain significance through perception, memory,
action, and language. In a limited supporting role, the study also draws on Gaston Bachelard’s
account of the house as a site of memory, intimacy, and imagination and on Robert T. Tally Jr.’s
discussion of spatiality in literary studies.

2. Literature Review

Based on existing sources and research, no works have yet been published examining the
concept of "home" in Mir-Sadeghi’s novel *Derazna-ye Shab* (The Long Stretch of Night)
through the lens of Norberg-Schulz’s modernist perspective.

3. Materials and Methods

The research is descriptive-analytical and qualitative and is situated within interdisciplinary
literary criticism. The primary source is the text of The Long Night, supplemented by library-
based theoretical and critical studies. The novel was read closely to identify passages in which
domestic spaces are associated with action, perception, or emotional change. These include
descriptions of Kamal’s room, window, courtyard, pool, rooftop, the family’s shared rooms, and
the garden and swimming pool of Manouchehr’s house. The selected evidence was interpreted
in relation to Norberg-Schulz’s concepts of dwelling, identity, orientation, center, character, and
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romantic place. Each example is considered in its narrative context to determine what it
contributes to characterization, atmosphere, conflict, and the development of Kamal’s
consciousness.

4. Discussions and conclusion
The findings show that the novel is organized around two major domestic spaces that offer
Kamal different modes of experience. His paternal home contains recognizable features of the
traditional Iranian house: a courtyard, pool, several rooms, vegetation, and a private room
whose window opens toward the outside. Kamal’s room is especially important because it
functions as a refuge from paternal authority and household pressure. The window, birds,
morning air, and garden view allow this private space to become a point of contact between
enclosure and openness. In this respect, the home provides familiarity and orientation associated
with dwelling. Yet the same house is marked by paternal authority, religious discipline, fear,
and emotional pressure. Kamal therefore does not experience it as an uncomplicated haven. Its
meaning changes with his emotional condition and his position within the family, and this
ambivalence is central to the novel’s representation of home

Manouchehr’s house creates a different spatial and emotional atmosphere. Its garden,
flowers, trees, bright light, and swimming pool suggest openness, vitality, pleasure, and visual
attraction. These qualities are close to Norberg-Schulz’s description of the romantic character of
place. For Kamal, entering this house also means encountering a different social order. The
house becomes associated with friendship, sociability, and freedom from the strict codes of his
paternal environment. The swimming pool functions as a spatial center, gathering light, water,
reflection, and social activity into a memorable image. Nevertheless, the novel does not simply
replace the traditional home with the modern or affluent house as a superior alternative. Kamal
is fascinated by Manouchehr’s world, but fascination does not become lasting identification. He
gradually realizes that he does not fully belong there either. The contrast between the two
houses therefore intensifies his crisis rather than resolving it

A further finding concerns the reciprocal relation between character and place. The
environment is often filtered through Kamal’s changing emotional state. When he feels secure,
the room, courtyard, garden, light, and air are described with calmness and freshness; when he
is disturbed, the spatial world can appear oppressive, dark, damaged, or unstable. The changing
colors of the ground after he leaves home, the image of houses “asleep,” the wet and broken
stairs, and the contrast between a quiet moonlit courtyard and Kamal’s restless movement show
that spatial description is closely tied to focalization and mood. At the same time, space acts
back upon the character: the room calms him, the rooftop provides temporary relief, the
courtyard becomes the site of agitation, and Manouchehr’s garden produces exhilaration.
Mirsadeghi also uses light, color, sound, smell, and movement to turn setting into experience.
These details create an affective geography through which the reader encounters the conflict
between intimacy and estrangement, enclosure and openness, inheritance and change.The study
concludes that home in The Long Night operates simultaneously as a material environment, a
social structure, and an affective-existential experience. Norberg-Schulz’s phenomenology of
dwelling helps distinguish between merely occupying a space and developing a meaningful
relation to it. Kamal’s paternal house gives him familiarity, memory, privacy, and orientation
while also embodying authority and restriction. Manouchehr’s house offers openness, beauty,
and an attractive alternative style of life, but it does not provide stable belonging. The narrative
significance of the two houses lies in their inability to furnish a complete home for a protagonist
whose identity is itself in transition. Mirsadeghi uses domestic space not as passive scenery but
as a dynamic medium through which generational conflict, the encounter of tradition and
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modernity, and the search for identity become perceptible. The application of Norberg-Schulz is
most useful when it remains subordinate to close reading and helps explain how spatial imagery,
descriptive rhetoric, and patterns of movement produce meaning. Because the study is limited to
one novel and to its domestic spaces, its findings are not generalized to contemporary Persian
fiction as a whole.
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1. Introduction

Literature and psychology share a long-standing, structural bond, since both seek to understand
the hidden layers of the human mind as it confronts the world and existential crises.
Psychological criticism moves beyond surface wording to examine the unconscious motives,
repressed emotions, and defense mechanisms of fictional characters. Mahmoud Dowlatabadi's
novel Jay-e Khali-ye Soluch (Soluch's Empty Place) is set against the consequences of land
reform and mechanization in 1960s Iran. It portrays the gradual disintegration of a rural family
after the sudden disappearance of Soluch, its father and sole provider. This study reads the novel
through Alfred Adler's individual psychology, with particular attention to fictional finalism. The
two primary research questions are:

2. Literature Review

Previous studies of the novel fall into three strands. Sociological and historical readings, such as
Nasr Esfahani and Shamei (2009), treat the novel as a document of rural poverty and the clash
between tradition and modernity. They reduce characters to passive carriers of class forces and
overlook their private logic. Psychoanalytic and phenomenological studies include Zaheri
Abdevand (2019), who examined loss and grief mechanisms, and Hayatdavoodi et al. (2023),
who combined eco-psychology with Freud's personality structure. Because these frameworks
explain behavior mainly through the past, they do not ask what image of the future justifies the
characters' present contradictory actions. Other studies applied Goffman's stigma theory
(Zabihnia Omran, 2022) and Hroshevsky's model to Mergan (Soltani and Ghanipour
Malekshah, 2022), without examining the teleological direction of action. The third strand,
closest to this study, applies Adler's ideas to Iranian literature. It includes Dehghan and Ghasemi
(2012) on Forough Farrokhzad's poetry, Zare Kohan and Heidari (2018) on Welcome to Hades,
and Bakhtiari Markieh (2022) on social interest and Adlerian typology. Shahrokhi and Taheri
(2025) analyzed Soluch's characters through general Adlerian concepts such as inferiority,
compensation, and superiority striving. The present study goes further by explaining the
structural relationship among fictional finalism, private logic, and contradictory actions through
a hierarchical network model.

3. Materials and Methods

This qualitative, interdisciplinary study applies a descriptive-analytical method based on library
research. The main strategy is text-centered qualitative content analysis. Key Adlerian concepts
(fictional finalism, private logic, inferiority and superiority complexes, masculine protest, and
social interest) were first defined as analytical categories, and the novel was then examined
through a teleological approach. Evidence was selected from scenes showing three components:
contradictory behavior that can be understood only through the characters' private logic,
excessive compensatory mechanisms used to escape inferiority, and the clash and erosion of
family bonds reflecting the absence of social interest. The procedure had three steps: first,
extracting seemingly illogical actions, such as Mergan's silence or Abbas's self-injury; second,
coding them through the Adlerian triad of identifying the fictional goal, extracting the private
logic, and tracing the root of inferiority; and third, qualitatively analyzing how these self-
centered goals collide with the novel's external reality. The model treats inferiority as the basic
psychological state that drives the psyche toward a compensatory fictional goal. The individual
builds a private logic to serve that goal, and its final output in the story is the contradictory
action. Lifestyle and social interest shape how this path unfolds.
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4. Discussions and Conclusion

The analysis shows that the characters' contradictory and self-destructive behaviors, beyond
environmental determinism and extreme poverty, reflect complex psychological responses to
the inferiority triggered by the father's absence. Mergan's fictional goal is to preserve the
family's frame and honor until Soluch returns, a goal rooted in denying that the marriage was
already empty. It shapes a hard, self-destructive lifestyle that resembles masculine protest. Her
silence toward the marriage of her twelve-year-old daughter, Hajar, to Ali Gonav follows a
chain: basic helplessness, the fictional goal, a private logic that reduces Hajar to an economic
burden, and finally the contradictory act. This silence is therefore not cruelty or maternal
indifference but a bitter means of securing the family's survival.

Abbas feels physically inferior to his stronger brother, Abrau, and trapped in poverty. He
compensates through a superiority complex and a fantasy of becoming a landlord without labor.
In his private logic, stealing from his family and gambling are necessary means to this end. His
goal collapses when the camel, the material symbol of his power, attacks him and leaves him
disfigured and broken.

Abrau pursues masculine protest through punishing labor and rejection of maternal authority.
His contradiction appears in working like an adult outside the home while remaining helpless
and emotionally cold toward his mother's care, since in his private logic any expression of need
signals weakness. He then rebuilds his identity around the tractor, but when its motor is stolen,
his fictional goal collapses into bewilderment and psychological paralysis.

The family's destruction is not caused by economic pressure alone. Because each member
took refuge in self-centered goals, their conflicting private logics clashed under one roof.
Competition over scarce resources, violence between the brothers, and indifference to the
mother's and sister's suffering reveal the absence of social interest, and the home became a
battlefield for survival. Moving beyond purely comparative readings, the study shows that the
characters' tragic fates result from a precise psychological chain linking inferiority, fictional
goal, private logic, and contradictory action. It also shows how a neurotic psychic structure can
act as an internal cause, alongside external poverty, in a family's collapse.
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1. Introduction

The present study examines the semantic diversity of prepositions and conjunctions in Hudiid
al-‘Alam min al-Mashriq ila al-Maghrib, one of the oldest surviving works of Persian prose,
written in 372 AH (983 CE). The research addresses two principal questions: first, whether the
semantic potential of grammatical particles plays a role in shaping writing style; and second,
whether the presence of polysemy in the particles used in early Persian texts challenges the
commonly held view that the prose of this period was characterized by simplicity and limited
semantic complexity. The underlying hypothesis is that the semantic multiplicity of prepositions
and conjunctions was already present in the earliest stages of Persian prose and was not merely
a feature that emerged with the development of ornate and elaborate prose in later centuries.

The text examined in this study is the edition of Hudiid al- ‘Alam prepared by Manouchehr
Sotoudeh and published by the University of Tehran. The work is a geographical treatise
containing information about the boundaries, geographical and climatic characteristics, social
conditions, customs, and traditions of various regions and territories. Although its primary
purpose is the transmission and documentation of information rather than the creation of literary
or rhetorical effects, the text offers valuable material for examining the linguistic characteristics
of early Persian prose. Its relatively straightforward style makes it particularly suitable for
investigating whether semantic diversity in grammatical particles was already an established
feature of the Persian language before the emergence of more elaborate prose styles.

The research is based on a line-by-line examination of the text and the identification of the
different semantic functions of its prepositions and conjunctions. Given the considerable
number of occurrences and the variety of grammatical structures found in the work, the study
focuses specifically on semantic diversity rather than on other aspects of particles, such as their
morphological structure, omission, or displacement. To ensure that the identified functions
represent recurrent patterns rather than isolated instances, only semantic distinctions occurring
more than three times in the text have been included. For each identified function, one textual
example has been provided. The particles are presented in alphabetical order within the two
main categories of prepositions and conjunctions.

The findings reveal considerable semantic diversity among the prepositions used in Hudid
al-‘Alam. The preposition az (j)), for example, performs eleven distinct functions. These include

marking the temporal or spatial point of departure; expressing comparison or definition;
indicating origin and source; denoting attribution; specifying the material or nature of
something; introducing examples or instances; expressing cause; indicating a part or quantity
taken from a whole; establishing a relationship between two elements in a construction that may
also be expressed through the Persian ezafe construction; indicating opposition or contrast; and
conveying the meanings of “according to” or “on the basis of.”

The preposition andar (,s1) is used in six different senses, including spatial and temporal

containment, reference to a subject or topic, purpose, measurement of area, and functions
corresponding to the modern Persian prepositions az (“from”) and be/dar (“to/in”). The particle
ba (L) has four principal functions: marking an indirect object or complement, expressing

instrumentality or mediation, denoting possession or ownership, and indicating accompaniment
or association.
The preposition bar (,;) displays nine semantic functions. These include marking an indirect

object with certain verbs; indicating a position on a surface; expressing agreement or
conformity; identifying the language in which communication takes place; measuring distance
through units of time or area; indicating direction or orientation; expressing classification or
division; establishing mediation or dependency in constructions involving linking verbs; and
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functioning in a sense equivalent to az (“from”). The preposition be («) demonstrates

particularly extensive semantic diversity, with fifteen distinct functions identified in the text.
These include explanation or specification in the sense of “in terms of”’; agreement and
conformity; exchange and substitution; classification and inclusion; divisibility; the endpoint of
a spatial or directional movement; cause; purpose and intention; temporal or spatial
containment; instrumentality and mediation; manner or state; context and subject matter; the
endpoint of a temporal or spatial limit in the sense of “until”’; accompaniment; and a function
equivalent to az (“from”).

Other prepositions also exhibit notable semantic variation. The particle chon (.4 ), when

used as a preposition, expresses similarity and introduces examples or instances. The
preposition dar (,») indicates spatial or temporal containment and, in certain contexts, the origin

or essential nature of something. The particle r@ (1,), in addition to its function as a marker of

definite direct objects, is used to express specification, to replace the ezafe construction in
certain syntactic structures, and to indicate possession with the verb budan (“to be”). It also
conveys contrast and, in various contexts, performs functions corresponding to az (“from”), ba
(“with”), baraye (“for”), be (‘“to”), and dar bare-ye (“about”).

The examination of conjunctions likewise reveals a range of semantic and syntactic
functions. The conjunction 7@ (t) is used to indicate a temporal endpoint, to express purpose or

intention, and to introduce an explanation or clarification. The compound conjunction chonan-
ke («5.l>) conveys a degree or measure of quality and may also introduce confirmation

supported by a preceding statement. The conjunction chon () is used both to express a

condition and to indicate the time at which an action occurs. The compound form chonan-ke
(a5 bg>) introduces examples, describes a state or degree of quality, and provides elaboration or

explanation while presenting the information as corresponding to reality. The conjunction ke
(«) performs several functions, including expressing cause and purpose, introducing

explanations or interpretations, and marking the beginning of parenthetical clauses. Finally, the
conjunction va () is used both to prepare the ground for the beginning of a statement and to

coordinate words or clauses of equal syntactic status.

The results demonstrate that semantic diversity is a significant linguistic characteristic of
Hudid al- ‘Alam and may be regarded as a stylistic feature of the work. The identification of
fifteen distinct functions for be, eleven for az, and nine for bar, alongside the numerous
functions observed in other particles, indicates that polysemy was already a productive feature
of Persian grammatical structures in the fourth century AH. These findings suggest that the
semantic capacities of linguistic units, including the smallest grammatical elements, were not
limited in early Persian prose. Rather, Persian writers and proficient language users had already
developed a considerable tendency to employ particles in multiple senses.

In conclusion, the findings of this study suggest that the semantic diversity of grammatical
particles should be added to the stylistic characteristics previously identified in Persian prose of
the fourth and fifth centuries AH. They also indicate that the relative simplicity of early Persian
prose should not necessarily be equated with semantic uniformity or a restricted range of
linguistic functions. Further comparative research into other early Persian texts may help clarify
the extent to which the semantic use of particles distinguishes individual authors and different
historical periods, thereby contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of the stylistic
development of Persian prose.
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Introduction

The magamah genre, developed in the late fourth century Hijri by Badi al-Zaman al-Hamadani,
became one of the most influential narrative forms in Arabic literature. Although its Arabic
origins are well known, its influence on Persian prose remains underexplored, particularly in the
domain of structural dynamism and character development. Among the few studies that have
examined the Persian adaptation of this genre, comparative analyses of the magamah tradition
are still limited in scope. This study focuses on a specific case: the Dinariyah Magamah of al-
Harir1 and Sa‘dr’s “The Dispute between Sa‘di and the Claimant” (Bab VIII of the Golestan).
The central research question is how Sa‘di reinterprets the internally contradictory persona of
Abii Zayd al-Sartji—simultaneously ascetic and avaricious—by transforming it into an external
intellectual dialogue between two independent voices. This transformation not only externalizes
the paradox but also shifts the narrator from a passive observer to an active participant in moral
reasoning. By examining this structural shift through discourse analysis and narratological tools,
the article argues that Sa‘dr does not merely imitate the magamah tradition but innovates a new
model of moral narration grounded in polyphony and practical wisdom.

Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical, and comparative approach grounded in
narratology, discourse analysis, and irony theory. The primary data consist of the full texts of al-
Hartrm’s Dinariyah Magamah and Sa‘di’s relevant chapter in the Golestan. These texts were
selected because they share the same thematic nucleus (the debate over wealth, poverty, and
human motivation) while representing contrasting structural and characterological strategies.
Analysis proceeds in four interrelated stages: (1) identification of the inner contradiction in al-
HarrT’s monologic persona; (2) tracing how Sa‘di externalizes this contradiction into two
autonomous, logically self-contained voices; (3) examination of the narrator’s evolving role
from silent witness to engaged moral agent; and (4) investigation of how the qadi’s final
judgment transforms personal contradiction into a universal ethical principle. Secondary
sources, including works on Bakhtinian polyphony, Persian narrative theory, and Sa‘'di’s
stylistic preferences, provide theoretical support. The comparative method allows us to highlight
not only similarities but also the fundamental innovations that distinguish Sa‘d1’s version as a
creative redefinition of the magamah genre.

Results and Discussion

The comparative analysis reveals that Sa‘d1’s innovation operates at four complementary levels.
First, he externalizes the inner contradiction that in al-Harir’s text remains locked within a
single persona. In the Dinariyah, Abu Zayd is simultaneously ascetic and avaricious; he offers a
hypocritical sermon on poverty while secretly craving wealth. Sa‘di resolves this paradox by
splitting the persona into two independent characters: the narrator Sa‘'di, who embodies
interpretive insight and moral clarity, and the claimant, who represents raw resentment,
experiential logic, and the hidden greed of the wealthy. Each voice maintains a coherent, self-
justifying logic—the claimant’s experiential accusation and the narrator’s interpretive counter-
accusation—creating a tension that generates meaning through argumentative confrontation
rather than authorial authority.

Second, the structure shifts from monologic to polyphonic. In al-HariT's magamah, the
narrator (Harith ibn Hammam) is largely silent, functioning as a neutral backdrop that merely
enables the performer’s display of eloquence. Sa‘di, by contrast, transforms the narrator into a
fully engaged participant who voices his own position, debates the opponent, and ultimately
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appeals to the gadi. This deploys the narrator as a “voice” rather than a mere frame, turning the
entire narrative into a genuine dialogic arena.

Third, the role of the narrator undergoes a profound transformation. In the traditional
magdamah, the narrator is an “aesthetic spectator” who delights in the show without moral
involvement. In Sa“d1’s tale, the narrator is both participant and judge. His active engagement—
detailing his own experience, exposing the claimant’s contradictions, and calling for justice—
imbues the story with genuine moral energy. This shift aligns with Persian literary tendencies
toward clarity and practical wisdom, making abstract ethical tension immediately accessible to
the reader.

Fourth, the personal contradiction is elevated to a universal ethical judgment. In al-Harir1’s
text, the story ends with the performer’s triumph and the audience’s delight; no ultimate moral
authority resolves the paradox. In Sa‘dr’s version, the qadi intervenes with the authoritative
pronouncement: “the righteous and the righteous are the wealthy, and the righteous and the
righteous are the poor.” This single sentence transforms the magamah’s playful display of
eloquence into a serious moral arbitration, demonstrating that true value resides not in poverty
or wealth per se, but in “righteousness and righteousness.”

These four stages—externalization of contradiction, polyphonic structure, narrator’s active
role, and universal judgment—form a cohesive chain that not only distinguishes Sa‘di’s
narrative from the Arabic magamah but also establishes a new ethical model of storytelling in
Persian literature.

Conclusion

Sa‘dr’s “The Dispute between Sa‘dt and the Claimant” represents a genuine reformulation of the
magdamah tradition rather than a simple translation or imitation. By externalizing the internal
contradiction of the traditional persona, creating a polyphonic structure, transforming the
narrator into an active moral participant, and elevating personal tension to a universal ethical
judgment, Sa‘di redefines the genre through a new paradigm centered on the interplay of voices
and the equilibrium of reasoning. This innovation is deeply rooted in the linguistic and cultural
specificities of Persian, where the language’s natural preference for simplicity, conciseness, and
practical wisdom provides the ideal medium for dialogic moral narration.

In broader terms, Sa‘di’s model surpasses the aesthetic pleasure of the traditional magamah
and establishes a distinct tradition of moral storytelling that remains influential in Persian
literary history. The new paradigm, founded on polyphony, active narration, and reasoned
judgment, continues to serve as a model for ethical fiction in Persian literature, demonstrating
how a great writer can transform an inherited genre into a powerful instrument of moral
education and social reflection. This study thus contributes not only to the understanding of
comparative Persian-Arabic narrative traditions but also to the appreciation of Sa‘'di’s profound
contribution to the evolution of Persian literary art.
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This study draws on feminist literary criticism, particularly Laura Mulvey’s concept of the “gaze,”
to analyze the representation of women in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh. It seeks to examine the
mechanisms through which meaning is produced in relation to the body, gender, and narrative
power. The central research question concerns how women in the Shahnameh are constructed and
defined through systems of looking, aesthetic descriptions, and moral judgments, and how this
process relates to the male-centered structure of the narrative. To this end, Mulvey’s theory of the
gaze is employed as an interpretive framework for textual analysis, with due consideration given to
the differences between cinematic representation and literary narrative. The findings indicate that
the representation of women in the Shahnameh follows a multilayered logic in which the “gaze”
can be examined beyond the act of looking itself, in relation to descriptive strategies, points of
view, and narrative judgments. Within this framework, women’s bodies are, in certain scenes,
introduced through aesthetic metaphors such as the moon, the cypress, hair, and brocade, thereby
becoming subjects of description and evaluation. However, such descriptions alone are insufficient
to establish objectification or the operation of the gaze. In characters such as Tahmineh and
Gordafarid, moments of female agency and subjectivity emerge, revealing a tension between
objectification and the possibility of agency. By contrast, Sudabeh is represented within a
framework of moral judgment and exclusion, with evaluative narrative language transforming her
character into a moral and social problem. The study also demonstrates that the representation of
the female body in the Shahnameh is not fixed but acquires meaning within a shifting field
encompassing beauty, action, and morality. Ultimately, the study concludes that the Shahnameh is a
multilayered text in its representation of gender, in which aesthetic description, characters’ gazes,
narrative judgment, and women’s agency interact and sometimes come into tension with one
another. Accordingly, applying gaze theory to the analysis of the Shahnameh requires attention to
the distinctive features of literary narrative and cautions against equating descriptions of beauty
with the gaze.
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1. Introduction
The representation of women in classical Persian literature reflects the cultural and social values
of the society in which literary works were produced. Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, despite its
predominantly heroic and masculine narratives, presents several influential female characters
who play important roles in the development of its stories. However, the representation of these
women is often shaped by descriptions of beauty, gender expectations, and patriarchal values.
Laura Mulvey’s theory of the male gaze provides a framework for examining the
representation of women as objects of looking and desire. Although this theory was originally
developed in film studies, it can also be applied to literary texts by examining descriptions,
narrative perspectives, and relationships between characters. This study investigates the
representation of women in the Shahnameh, focusing on Rudabeh, Tahmineh, Sudabeh, and
Gordafarid. It aims to analyze the relationship between the male gaze, gender representation,
and female agency in Ferdowsi’s epic.

2. Literature Review
Mulvey (1975) introduces the concept of the male gaze to explain how women are represented
as objects of visual pleasure within patriarchal systems. From this perspective, men generally
occupy the position of the observer, while women are presented as objects of observation and
desire. This theory has become an important framework in feminist studies of representation.
Several studies have examined female characters in the Shahnameh from social,
psychological, and feminist perspectives. Parsian and Valipour Hefshjani (2020) investigate the
social position of women such as Rudabeh and Tahmineh. Davoudnia et al. (2015) examine
female characters from a psychological perspective, while Qaraei et al. (2023) analyze the
identity of warrior women in the Shahnameh. Nevertheless, the application of Mulvey’s theory
to the representation of women in this epic provides a different perspective. The present study
examines female representation through the concepts of gaze, objectification, and agency.

3. Materials and Methods

This is a qualitative and descriptive-analytical study based on feminist literary criticism. The
research data are selected passages from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, focusing on the representation of
Rudabeh, Tahmineh, Sudabeh, and Gordafarid. The passages are analyzed in terms of physical
description, narrative perspective, gender relations, moral judgment, and female agency. Laura
Mulvey’s theory of the male gaze is used as the main analytical framework to examine how women
are represented as objects of observation or as active subjects within the narrative.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that women in the Shahnameh are represented through different patterns
of gender identity and power relations. Rudabeh and Tahmineh are introduced through
descriptions of physical beauty, but they also demonstrate personal will and decision-making.
Sudabeh’s representation is strongly influenced by moral judgment and negative narrative
evaluation. In contrast, Gordafarid challenges conventional gender roles through her courage
and participation in battle.

The analysis shows that female representation in the Shahnameh cannot be reduced entirely
to objectification. Although descriptions of beauty and patriarchal perspectives influence the
representation of women, female characters also demonstrate agency and the ability to affect
narrative events. Therefore, Mulvey’s theory provides a useful framework for examining the
relationship between the gaze, gender, and power, while the findings reveal the complex
position of women in Ferdowsi’s epic.
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