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Abstract

Narrativity is an essential feature of ‘history.” Narrative, with such features as
being systematic and structured, has a cohesive and regulatory function. It
brings together selected facts from specific innumerable historical facts under
specific structures and plots. The structure and cohesion of the narrative provide
the ground for semantic and even structural signification and for finding
ideological contexts and the predominance of particular discourse systems (and
consequently the emergence of selections, omissions, and rejections). The sum
of these issues, in addition to relying on sequence, causal relations, change of
status, and having an ultimate goal, are all narrative and consequently non-
historical components involved in reporting historical events and could
ultimately construct a *story’ or forms of a story. On the other hand, discourses,
ideologies, and power structures play an important role in constructing the
historian’s historical understanding and, subsequently, in his historical narration,
just as “historical narrative” is constructed in the epistemological system and the
dominant valuations of the historian’s life span. Tarikh-e Bayhaqi, like other
historical texts, is a selected narrative from countless historical events of a
particular era, and Bayhagi as a subject in his era had been influenced by
discourses, ideologies, and special identity origins in his historical narrative,
more particularly when we see special encounters in discourse and identity in
Bayhagi’s era. Accordingly, in this study, based on New Historicism, we
investigate the narrative construction in Tarikh-e Bayhagi and Bayhagi’s
encounter with influential discourses in his time; moreover, we examine its
impact on the formation of Bayhaqgi’s “historical narrative” in order to further
scrutinize the subjectivity of Bayhaqi in his era. The findings of this study show
the inter-constructional encounter between historical and metahistorical aspects
in Bayhaqi’s historical narrative, which signals a significant relationship with
the discursive encounters prevailing in his time. Among such encounters is the
Iranian-oriented-identity-seeking current against the court-supported-identity-
seeking currents that play a pivotal role in forming these inter-constructional
encounters.
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1-Introduction

Historical narratives are an amalgamation of narrations, observations,
experiences, rewritings, interpretations, and articulations. Thus, although certain
historical events (or so-called historical facts) are of considerable importance,
linking them together, formulating or articulating, describing, interpreting, and
even rewriting them are narrative and even non-historical processes. They
usually follow structures and patterns derived from discourses, power structures,
ideologies, origins of collective identity, and even mythological archetypes. On
the other hand, the narration of history in its grand form is based on plotting or
narrating a selected set of historical events, as there is a simultaneous encounter
between history and story; history uses story to re-depict the historical time, and
the story uses historical elements or events to achieve the same goal. This
simultaneous encounter causes history and literature both to be situated and act
in terms of the same discourse, as history and literature overlap.

The narrative nature and, consequently, the historical narrative structure are
platforms for the exertion of ideologies and discourses. Therefore, new
historicism seeks to reveal the role of ideologies, discourses, and power
structures in the development of historical narratives, especially to explain the
encounter of discourses and ideologies in the text, and the role of these
encounters in the development of narrative, so that behind the apparent cohesion
of historical narrative the latent inter-constructional encounters can be explored.
One of the important results of this approach is to reveal the latent and
unexpressed aspects of history, the voices of the oppressed, outcasts, and
minorities. With the revelation of these latent layers, the conflicting aspects or
the same inter-constructional encounters of the historical narrative and how the
power and hegemony of the dominant discourses are exercised in the
development of the historical narrative are revealed.

Tarikh-e Bayhaqi, like other historical texts, is a selected narrative from
countless historical events of Massoud Ghaznavi’s era. Bayhaqi, as a subject in
his time, had been directly or indirectly influenced by certain discourses,
ideologies, and identity origins. As a historian, he was confronted on the one
hand with the authoritarian discourse of the Ghaznavid court (that was in line
with the policies of the Abbasid caliphate) and on the other hand with an Iranian
identity-seeking movement (albeit as a sub-discourse). This encounter of
identity and discourse was also tied to issues such as the confrontation between
the king of the time and the ideal king and consequently forming Bayhagi’s
historical narrative in the light of these discourse and identity influences.

Structural and narrative significations in Tarikh-e Bayhaqgi have remarkably
overshadowed the content of the historical events of this work, and this is a
reliable basis for studying the underlying encounter between the narrative aspect
and the set of historical events (Fabula in narratology) in history and through
these encounters one can discover other latent significations. On the one hand,
these encounters are due to the historical elements and events in the text and, on
the other hand, to the “narrative’ of the work itself. As the study of the linear
sequence of the minimum constituents of the grand plot of this work shows, the
element of ‘hero’ in the grand plot of Tarikh-e Bayhagi is not Massoud
Ghaznavi. On the contrary, Massoud is the ‘anti-hero’ whose presence disrupts
the initial order in the plot. In addition, the multiple tensions and crises reported
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in Tarikh-e Bayhaqi, in the grand plot of the work, all refer directly or indirectly
to the actions of this anti-hero. In the end, the denouement (= the final resolution
of the intricacies of a plot) depicts his defeat and demolition. This is while in the
text and superstructure of Té&rikh-e Bayhagi, Massoud Ghaznavi has been
praised numerous times.

These encounters are the consequence of discourse encounters and relate to
the particular subjectivity of Bayhagi in his day. On the one hand, Bayhaqi was
confronted with the political discourse of the Ghaznavid court (that was in line
with the policies of the Abbasid caliphate). On the other hand, he was
confronted with an Iranian-oriented-identity-seeking movement opposed to the
court policies, which, although compared to the authoritarian court discourse,
was a sub-discourse, due to its ancient roots and its connection with the
foundations of identity and lineage, it had its own effects. In Bayhaqi’s
approach, there is a multifaceted movement in facing Iranian identity, which on
the one hand (influenced by the political discourse of the Ghaznavid court) in
the superstructure of its historical narrative is more inclined to local and regional
aspirations (with emphasis on Greater Khorasan). On the other hand, it has also
been influenced in some way by an Iranian-oriented-identity-seeking movement.
Bayhagi has often cited the signs of the Iranian-oriented-identity-seeking
movement implicitly and with various justifications so as not to be accused of
being a component of the Iranian-oriented (and Ancient-lran) identity-seeking
movement. The denial of concealment and self-censorship can be clearly noticed
in these sections. These discursive encounters and conflicts are in fact a picture
of the transition period of Iranian society in the Ghaznavid era and a picture of
the subjectivity of Bayhagi and, on a larger scale, the subjectivity of “Iranian
Adam” in the face of conflicting identity-seeking currents of that time.

Some features and techniques in Térikh-e Bayhagi such as the type of
selections and arrangements, narrative structure, plotting and formulating,
special placement of sermons, interpretations, and conclusions, as well as other
features like similes, parenthetical remarks, or introducing embedded narratives
(= historical events from other eras with allegorical function along with the
events of Ghaznavid era) all have a ‘narrative’ nature, which apart from the
content of historical events in this work, the context and structure of the
narrative also carry other latent significations. In other words, there are inter-
constructional encounters in Téarikh-e Bayhaqi rooted in the encounter of two
historical and non-historical forces in the text, one of which arises from the
mentioned (=selected) historical events, and the other arises from the narrative
aspect. Accordingly, it is from the amalgamation of such multiple dimensions
and approaches that a multiple and multidimensional world with different
meanings has been formed behind the seemingly coherent narrative of Téarikh-e
Bayhagi. In fact, the “historical truth” in Tarikh-e Bayhagqi is not merely limited
to the presence and absence of “alleged fact” in the mentioned events, but the
techniques and narrative structure of the work have their own historical
significance, and thus this indicates the existence of a hypothetical narrative
scheme and a particular worldview towards history and historiography in
Bayhagi’s mind. Furthermore, this points to the involvement of “metahistorical”
paradigms and arrangements in the reporting of history, which ultimately led to
inter-constructional encounters in the levels of text and narrative in Tdrikh-e
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Bayhagqi; encounters that represent the latent censored, and repressed layers and
motives of the era, and Bayhaqi, as a historian, had been the subject of multiple
and conflicting discourses of the time.
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