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Abstract

Each image consists of a set of signs that indicate the content of the work. -

Sometimes this content and meaning in the work may be incomprehensible and |
contrary to the audience’s perception. Therefore, considering the importance of |
signs in the production of various meanings, the issue of how artists use signs to |
express their intentions is always important and has a special place in the |
analysis of works. In addition, some artists deliberately inclusion of signs in the |
form of binary oppositions in the pictures, great tension between meaning and |
representation of fact makes noticing and analyze them, a necessary issue. Due :
to the importance of the frame of work in order to retell the narrations, the
priority of selection is purposeful and there are several frames in the picture. In
addition, it also features two single frames and breaking in frame were selected |
so that the four paintings from Shahnameh tahmasebi in the Aga Khan Museum !
get analyzed with semiotic approach. The research was carried out through,
descriptive-analytical based on gathering data and using library resources. In |
this regard, the use of Derrida's strategy of binary opposition in reading and i
analyzing images is possible and makes the research significant. Achieving the |
nature and function of signs in the works in question and paying attention to the
polysemous function of visual signs in drawings is the main goal of the research , |
and the relationship between the meanings of signs and Derrida s blnaryl
oppositions in the introduced drawings is a question that will be answered in the |
present study. According to the related studies, in cases where artists have used |
the binary oppositions of contradiction and inversion in their work; it has led to <
the creation of numerous meanings in painting. The nature of the signs, whether
due to the community of meanings of several signs or due to the sharing or
reflection meanings of the signs in another; the essence of the meanings of the
signs will be variable.
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1. Introduction

When we talk about the nature of the sign; It means the intrinsic meaning of a
sign. These symbols can be a combination of a particular effect or color that is
used, for example, in the costume of the figures and as a symbolic factor to
produce meaning for the audience. Signs can be single-meaning or multi-
meaning (Ahmadi, 2017: 33). "In signs with multiple meanings, the meaning
resulting from all the action of the meaning-making mentality is the language
system used and the socio-cultural environment, so that each is inside the other"
(Farhangi; Bastani, 1393: 122). The issue is how artists use signs in their work to
express their intentions. In the present study, we will answer the question: What
is the relationship between the meanings of the signs and Derrida's binary
oppositions in the introduced drawings? The purpose of this research article is to
achieve the nature and function of signs in the works in question and to achieve
the polysemous function of visual signs in paintings.

2. Necessity of research

Contradiction and dualism were not Derrida's invention and can be found in art
and literature from time immemorial, but Derrida can be considered one of the
pioneers in the use of semiotics to easily understand and understand dualism in
this field. Also, the intentional inclusion of signs in the form of some binary
contrasts by painters is important, and the polysemy of signs is not necessarily
present in all works of painting. So far, attention to the frame has been less
favored by researchers, while the frame is of great importance in the narration.

3. Methodology

The research method is descriptive-analytical and with a semiotic approach and
library resources are used. The research model is based on Derrida’s theory of
binary interaction. Out of 258 images of Tahmasebi Shahnameh, 10 of which are
in the Aga Khan Museum (Canby, 2013); The selection of four images from it is
purposeful and the priority is to have multiple frames in the work.Two drawings
have such a feature and in the next two works, an example of frame failure and
an example of a single frame with a single frame feature have been selected. The
method of analysis is to use Derrida binary contrasts to examine the signs and
meanings of the drawings.

4. Theoretical foundations

When a sign contrasts with another sign in a work; Meaning emerges, and the
artist creates a special meaning for that sign by creating a contradiction around
it, and again the sign itself refers to other signs. Obviously, the visual features of
a sign serve as a cryptographic factor to produce different meanings in different
positions. The importance of meaning in Tahmasebi Shahnameh drawings is
determined by knowing that the inference of the meanings of the appearance of
the text may lead to the inference of another meaning or there may be pairs of
contrasts resulting from two or more signs in the drawing so that their dominant
meaning cannot be commented on. In this paradigm, the meaning is not clear
and definite.

The content dimension of the signs used in the work must also be in the
beliefs and ideologies (ideology) of the artist that are inspired by the signs;
searched. In analyzing the content of texts, signs and their meanings are
important from different perspectives, such as the dependence and continuity of
signs, polysemy, the existence of implicit and hidden meanings, the contrast of
meanings of adjacent signs, etc. These meanings are current in the underlying
layers of texts and semiotics It is a way to extract meanings from the appearance
and texture of the texts. The components of semantics were examined from the
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perspective of Derrida's binary interaction and the latent effects of signs on each
other with four types of these semantic interactions, which include:
complementarity, contrast, inversion, and direction.

5. Research body

Two signs complement each other when the existence of one leads to the
violation of the existence of the other. These types of confrontations are
commonly seen in mythological-mythological, warlike, epic, and royal
paintings. For example, in the painting "Death of Zahak™ (myth-legend).

In two-way contrast, in this type of contrast, different spatial directions are
examined in the works. The contrast between the top and bottom of the image
can be an example of it, which is not limited to the content of the image and is
observed in all images. Some non-visual signs, such as the direction of
movement of the figures, can be part of a two-way interaction. In this contrast,
the meaning of appearance is the same as the inside.

In the dual opposite of inversion, the two signs are related in such a way that
proving the existence of one meaning of one sign requires proving the meaning
of another meaning of the other signs. In fact, it is a different kind of binary
opposition that shows the inverse relationship of signs and their meanings. This
type of contrast is seen in paintings with mythical themes. Like the painting
"Death of Zahak™ and the painting "Fereydoun is testing his sons".

In the binary opposition of contradiction, the negative meaning of one sign
requires the meaning of another sign, and its inverse is not true in all cases. The
binary opposition of contradiction, like inversion, is seen in myth-themed
paintings.

6. Result

According to studies, in cases where artists have used the binary opposition of
contradiction and inversion in their work; It has led to the creation of numerous
meanings in painting. When artists intended to depict mythical themes; In the
presence of multiple narratives of a single subject, they have used the binary
opposition of contrast and inversion in their work and have displayed the work
in a combination of several frames. The nature of the signs, whether due to the
community of meanings of several signs or due to the sharing or reflection of the
meanings of the signs in another; The essence of the meanings of the signs will
be variable.
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