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Abstract

This article is to study how mass media role and function in interpreting or
changing surrounding world is reflected in Iranian contemporary fiction. The
purpose is determining that mass media which leads every other
phenomenon to being reflected, how is dragged to the scene of reflection
itself. This is also proposed to give a picture of explanation and
acknowledgement of media epidemic presence in real society in order to
analyze the relation between power and prevalence of mass media in Persian
novel and its social role and function in real world. Therefore 12 Persian
realistic novels whose authors live in Iran and also are published in I. R.
IRAN are chosen by targeted sampling method for qualitative research. All
phrases about traditional mass media as radio, TV, newspaper and magazine
are derived from these texts and are analyzed on basis of theories of media
power, reflection, literary Criticism and sociology of literature, in
accordance with cultural studies requirements for understanding media.
Findings revealed that mass media is reflected as “power and trigger tool”,
“awareness tool”, “negligence tool”, “routine thing”, “informative tool”,
“Hobby tool”, “Contradictive phenomenon/tool”, “secondhand thing”,
“Criticism tool” and “presenter phenomenon” in the world of Persian novel.
Obvious difference between written media and visual and audio media in
social role finding (oral culture), TV and radio roleplaying as the most main
gate of being informed, in contrary with picked role of newspapers in
everyday life and weaker than them, not-daily print magazines (inactive
choice), lack of specified and strong place for news media among public
(media weakness), printed media consume as a factor of the elite lifestyle
(neglecting public audience), and lack of understood identity of activities
and characteristics of media people (threat in meaning of media job), are
categories that finding of this research are explained within.

Keywords: reflection, mass media, popular life, Persian novel, fiction, text
analysis.
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1.Introduction

This article is to study how mass media role and function in interpreting or
changing surrounding world is reflected in Iranian contemporary fiction. The
purpose is determining that mass media which leads every other
phenomenon to being reflected, how is dragged to the scene of reflection
itself. This is also proposed to give a picture of explanation and
acknowledgement of media epidemic presence in real society in order to
analyze the relation between power and prevalence of mass media in Persian
novel and its social role and function in real world. Therefore 12 Persian
realistic novels whose authors live in Iran and also are published in I. R.
IRAN are chosen by targeted sampling method for qualitative research.
These novels include Soraya in a Coma (Fasih: 1362), We Get Used to It (pirzad:
1383), Journey to 270 Degrees (Dehghan: 1384), Piano Cafe (Jafari: 1386), Secret
Association (shakeri: 1386), Forgeness Angel (Ahmadi: 1387), BiVatan (Amirkhani:
1387), Dear Chameleon (Kateb: 1388), The Dead of the Green Garden (Bayrami:
1388), The Song of Ababil (Purvali Kalashtari: 1391), My Dear Husband (Kalhor: 1391)
and Azar, Shahdokht, Parviz and others (shirmohammadi: 1392). The novels are
analyzed in the order of the first year of publication. All phrases about
traditional mass media as radio, TV, newspaper and magazine are derived
from these texts and are analyzed on basis of theories of media power,
reflection, literary Criticism and sociology of literature, in accordance with
cultural studies requirements for understanding media.

If we summarize the set of roles and functions that the media has played in
each of the novels studied, a general comparison can be made between the
topics and categories that show how the media is reflected in fiction. The
most important role and function of the media is to be a tool of entertainment
that is reflected in all 12 novels, and maps are a means of daily life and a
means of information that is common in 11 novels. Next, the media is
reflected as a tool of power and resistance in 7 novels. The media may be
used to maintain and justify the ruling power or to resist and criticize the
ruling power. The non-media use of media is also an interesting point in
these novels. Where the media is not worth raising awareness and creating
social cohesion, it becomes a second-hand object with which things can be
packaged or surfaces can be cleaned. This kind of reflection of the media in
the novels studied shows the insignificant importance of the print media and
radio and television in people's daily lives. In addition to this general
proposition, there is a clear difference in the comparison between print
media coverage and audio-visual media in social mapping. In most of the
analyzed novels, the main gateway to receiving information and gaining
awareness has been television and radio. On the other hand, considering the
lesser and more selective role and presence of newspapers in the daily life
described in these novels and the lesser number of non-daily publications
and magazines, it can be deduced that the use of this type of mass media has
a definite place among the general public. And it is not strong.

In addition, the consumption of this type of media correspondence has not
been the most appropriate and popular choice and has always been described
as a component of the daily life of people with a higher level of thinking and
livelihood than the general public. At the same time, audio-visual media in
most of these novels is defined as an accessible tool that can be used in all
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places - from home to hotel and office - to gain awareness of the world
around them. The image obtained from the role and position of the media in
the Iranian realist novels studied in this study shows a part of the media
atmosphere in Iran. The existence of television and radio in millions of
Iranian homes and even shops, hospitals and offices, in the face of people's
lack of acceptance of newspapers with tens of thousands of copies and in a
few cases hundreds of thousands, outlines the movement and development of
news media in Iran in the last three decades .In general, we can point to
some general results based on how the role and function of the media are
reflected in Iranian novels. First, there is a clear difference between print
media and audio-visual media in social mapping, and oral culture prevails in
this area. Second, the map of television and radio, as the main gateway to
receiving information and gaining awareness, is much greater than the
selected role of newspapers and non-daily magazines and magazines in daily
life. This means inactive selection of radio and television due to their
constant availability and lack of active selection of written newspapers and
magazines, which must be planned and paid for. At the same time, this
shows the lack of a clear and strong position for the communication media
among the general public. It is clear that in Iranian society, due to the state
and sovereignty of radio and television, their news and information are not
comprehensive and include all social groups. Newspapers and periodicals,
however, are more diverse in this regard. More people use radio and
television and less use of print publications, indicating a lack of active use of
the media and passive use of media that are easier to access without much
effort. On the other hand, the consumption of newspapers and other written
publications is reflected in these novels as a component of the lives of
certain groups of people with a higher level of awareness, literacy and
economic status. Finally, the third conclusion is that these novels reflect the
precarious situation of media jobs and the lack of understanding of the
activities and characteristics of media people in society .The reflection of the
media in the novel shows the limited use of print media by the people, which
are more diverse and submit to the state audio-visual media, which have a
more limited and uniform approach, and many of the different views in
society on various issues are absent. The theoretical achievement of this
research is to show the possibility of knowing the society through the study
of literature, which of course | try to complete in other ways due to the
shortcomings of the reflection approach. The practical achievement of this
research is the cognition that has been obtained from the relationship
between the people and the traditional mass media of Iran through the study
of the novel.
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